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CHARACTER 

AND 

PORTRAITURE 

o t 

Cardinal ALBERONI. 

F. the Pi&ure of a Man confined only: 
in "the Defcription of his Eody, X 
feould loon finifii - the Piece before 
me ; for it were enough to fay, that 
the Cardinal is a little Man, in- 
clining to be fat, having no Beauty in the 
Lineaments of his Face, which is too broad, 
and his Head too big : But the Eyes, the 
Windows of the Soul, difcover at firft view 
the Greatnefs of Alberonts , by a Luftre, ac- 
B company 5 d 
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% 1 The Charathr of 

company ’d with an uncommon Sweetnefs 
mix’d with Majefty, and he knows how to give 
his Voice fuch an infinuating Turn, as renders 
his Converfation always agreeable and ch a rm ing- 
So much for his Body ; we come now to his 
Mind and Manners. There arc fo me who main** 
tain that the Defire, of Glory, of a great Name, 
of Immortality ; in one Word, Ambition i, is the 
firft Principle of all the A&ions, Steps and De- 
signs of this Cardinal j I for my part without 
Flattery dare to aflert, that the Glory of the 
King his Mailer, the Greatnefs of Spain, and 
the Happinefs of the People are his only Aim, 
and the Point which he ever keeps in View in all 
his Undertakings ; fo that when once he is con- 
vinc’d that any one of .thofe three is concern’d, 
hej&aces no Coft, and dares do any thing that 
he may fucceed. Being an Italian, and confe- 
quently fenfible of the crpel Pleafure of Ven- 
geance, he knows not what it is to pardon an 
Offence, and if he feigns to defer his Revenge, 
*tis only that he may work it with the more 
Certainty and Violence ; but he has none of 
the Faults in him which are commonly met 
with in thofe whom the Ancients ftil’d novos ho- 
mines ; for. without forgetting his former Con- 
dition, he keeps the high Rank, to which For- 
tune has advanc’d him, with the Gravity of a 
Spanijh Grandee, but feafon’d with that peculiar 
Supplencfs fo natural to the Italians, which cor- 
rects all that is ofienfive and infupportable in 
the Haugfctinefs of a Grandee. As a Minifter 
of State, he keeps up all the Prerogatives of 
fitch a. one with a high Hand, which indeed 
does not gain him the Affection of the. Gran- 
. deesj 
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Cardinal AtBEtfCTN 1. J 

dees ; bat this Statelinefs proceeds rathe* from 
his Dignity than his Temper* Being laborious 
to excels, he never takes his Eafc. kni* wheti 
Bufioefs is at a Band ; for he has-been oftstvcm- 
ployed eighteen Hours together io twenty fout^ ; 
referring only the fix others, fe# Repaft ani 
Sleep. °Twas from this great Application, a# ; 
much as from his natural. Inclination, e&me th# 
Averfion he always manifefted' for every thing; 
call'd Pieafiire, of what kind ioever; Being as 
affahle to Pedbns in mean Ckcumftancesiat he 
is lofty with the Great, ones j he is always futei 
to gain their Afteftion as often as neeefiary* Be- 
ing a Diflemblcr as far as a Courtier ought t<3\ 
be, he feldom lays what he thinks* and fsareei 
ever does what he fays without iome difficulty* 
being perfwaded that the Suecels of any Enter* 
prize, be it what it will, depends as much up- 
on its being a Secret, as on the Meafures 
taken to carry it. well through. A Political 
Virtue* WhichriS the more nece($a£y to him, be* 
caufe he has a natural Bent for all Enterprise* 
that are extraordinary and. ftirpriiing ; to Mafr 1 
kind, a* thinking it beneath him to walk 
in the beaten Paths of Other that 

went before him : And. it may h# fifidtre hit 
Honour, that Spain, which an indolent Softnefr 
had, as dntf may. (ay, tenderfd contemptible 
for above an Age, is oblig'd to him for (hewing 
to the whole World that (he is powerful enough 
to be formidable to a# her Neighbours, and 
wealthy enough to undertake whatever fite 
pleafes, now that ffie is govern'd by a Vigi- 
lant able Minifter, who knows hoW to friakt 
an advantage of his PoWer ; Set that this 
B a taH 
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£ - The Character 

vSff^oftafchy- muft exped, whenever a Peace 
perdiift this Minifter. to enter into an Exami- 
nation of all the Parts of the Government, to 
fec her Provinces under a better Regulation, 
het Commerce* more flourifliing , her Naval 
Fbrce more dprifiderable, her Armies beater 
tfifciplm’d, and in a Word, her Power augment- 
ed tpfueh a degree, as will return to her the 
Honotit of the Ages of the Charles ' s and Ferdi- 
nands . j without the Occafion of reproaching 
A/ferWM witha haughtyStiffhefs, of which per- 
haps lie had never been guilty, if he had been 
at' the Helm of ’Government of a Nation not 
fo fenfible as the Spaniards of what they call the 
Point of Honour. 




HISTORY 

O F 


Cardinal Julius Alberoni; 

Archbijhop of Seville, and Prime Minijtyr to 
bis Cdtholick Majefty King Philip V. rr 



0 HN Alberoni % Father of the, Car- 
dinal, . was prefent when, be was 
..bom in his Cottage, atoneof me 
Extremities of the City- of Pla- 
; centi a in Italy, the,' 30th of 'March 


1 664, in the ,i 6th. Yea? of the Regency of 
Puke Ranuoim II; an 4 at the beginning of the 
pth of the Pontificate; of Alexander VII, Soipe 
Days after his. Birth, being - prefented at the 
holy Font for Baptifm,, he there receiv’d the 


Name of Julim. He was brought up till twelve 
or fourteen Years of Agfcyin fuch a Manner as 
may be imagin’d, by his Parents, who were, in- 
deed, honeft People; but having a very finall 
Portion of the Gifts, of Fortune, earn’d their 


Bread with the Sweat pf their Brows, by 
working in the Vineyard§ ; and Gardens. 

B { Thofc 
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ThoTc who make Honour and Grandeur to 
ConQ& in the nojrie Chimera of the Name, 
Pigrities, and Efcutdieons of their Anceftors, 
f will undoubtedly find that the Cardinal has#onc 
of thefe to boaft of ; but thole who have truer 
Ideas, who -call a Spade a Sfade, and who only 
jpok tor the Greatncfs of a Man in his Viftue 
jfldL in his Actions, will own, that confideritg 
tbt {splendor of tfie Pall, to which J ut i us 
Axbehc>*ii has advanc’d himfelf by his own 
happy Genius, a finer Panegyric cannot be 
beftow’d upon him than publifhing to the 
Wprld the Meannefs of h|s Birth. In Ihort, 
this Sfft CircnmUance of Life ougbt tohave the 
Influence in our Judgment pf a great Man, 
hfpauie we cannot pretend to be the Children pf 
whpm we pleafe, and that a Man may owe his 
Being to a Ptfnce, whpfe natural Temper and In-r 
dinations difeover more Meannefs of Birth than 
"If he was fh? |Bon of a Jocky : Whereas npthing 
‘ js pore glorious,' than when, notwithlbinding 
rhe Pefcft of Education, a Man knows hpw tp 
reftify and elevate the Inclinations which a con- 
temptible B»rth and mean Blood naturally in- 
-line to be fervile. This may juftly be laid to 
tfie Praife of young Albercni, that he fcarce 
began tp know himfelf, but he bewail’d his hard 
Pate that had given him fuch Parents as were ut- 
terly pncapable of giving him that Education 
yyhjch he ienyy’4 in others of his Age. This 
npble Emulation fefpir'd him with the means tp 

f et out of thiat Nothing, to which, it feems, 
pverty pad condemned him for ever; he 
thought the befi and ihorteft Way for him 
Vduld be to embrace the Condition of an Eccle- 
fiaftic Y There ’-s fcarce & City in halj where 

there 
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Cardinal Alberoni, 7 

there are more Clergymen than at Placentia , be- 
caufe of the Privileges and Exemptions they 
there enjoyj fo that there’s fcarce a Family 
without them : Therefore it was no hard Mat* 
ter for Alberoni, who had all the Addreis ana 
Supplenefs of Temper neceflary for infinuating 
himfelf, to obtain the Place of a Clerk in his 
Parifh Church, in which there happen’d to be 
an honeft Prieft, who was ready to employ 
fome of his leifure Hours in teaching Clerk 
Alberoni to read and write, who repaid his 
Mailer’s Care of him by his arduous Services ; 
for you muft know, that he who writes himfelf 
Clerk in thofe Churches of r Italy, is the fame as 
the Priefts Footman or Veftry-Boy in Frances . 

Nothing is difficult to one who makes his 
Labour his Delight, fo that Alberoni foon knew 
as much as he wanted to learn of his honeft 
Ptieft, and coniidering his fir ft Notions, as an 
Entrance upon a much greater Progrefs, which 
it was his Honour to make, .he improv’d the 
good Difpofitions of fome Bamabites towards 
him, to procure himfelf Admittance into their 
Convent. 

The Congregation of the Clerks Regular of 
St. Paul (who were called Bamabites for the 
lame Reafon as the Parifiam call the Dominicans , 
or preaching Fryars, Jacobins) eftablifh’d itfelf 
in Italy at the lame time as that of the Jefuits 
was form’d in France j both the one and the 
other, tho' very different in Manners, in Con- 
dud and in Sentiments refemble one another 
pretty much by their Habits, and especially by 
their Devotion to the Inftru&ion of Youth. The 
Bamabites , who are polfefs’d of feveral fine 
Colleges in Italy, foon observ'd the Inclination of 
B 4 Alberoni 
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8 . #1 The Hiftory of ^ 

'Alberoni for Study, To that they took care to 
teach him what we call humane -Learning. * 

’■ The paflionate Dertre he had to .becdme an 
fable Man, as the only Means to bring him otit 
of' that Obfcurity in which he was born, made 
him improve himfelf as much in a fliort Space 
of Time, as others do in the Courfe of many 
Tears. Neverthelefs it muft be own’d, that 
this Study appearing very dry to him, he ap- 
ply ’d himfelf to it only as far as it was in- 
difpenfably neceflary and learnt juft enough 
to fay, that he tolerably underftood the Lan- 
guage. 

Thofe whom his lively, fupple and infinu- 
ating Temper render’d his Patrons, procur’d 
"him the Office of Clerk-Ringer in the Cathe- 
dral, by which he got Money, made a better 
figure 'in Life, and gain’d the Friendfliip of 
’all' Perfons with whom he had any Bufinefs. 
Several Canons of' the Cathedral were of this 
■^Number ,* not -the Ieaft Opportunity offer’d 
'wherein he could do any one of ’em Service but 
lie carefully improv’d ir, and became, fo agree- 
able .to them all, that upon occafion they ftrovei 
to do him a Pleafufe • hfc took care not to neg- 
left fuch favourable Pifpofitions, and having 
jdiftinguifli’d thbfe who had the Ear of the Bi- 
shop, requefted theirlntereft with him to grant 
him the Tohfure.' They did not meet with 
much difficulty in‘ obtaining a Favour -of this 
Prelate 1 , which he could fcarce refufe them; 
This firft Ceremony : was foon follbw’d with 
the inferior Orders, fo that he faW himfelf ifi- 
fenfibly at tlie' Point of being inverted 'with the r 
Sacred Character of the Priefthood, and' yet out 
. pf a Capacity of attaining it, beeaufe-he had 
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Cardinal A lbe.ro n i. ^9 

00 Patrimony ; without which, ar'leaft in Ap- 
pearance, *tis a Law of the Churofi, efpecially 
in Italy, that no Perfon lhall be ordain’d Prieft. -. 

Any other Man might have beendaih’d to 
pieces againft fuch a Rock, and there was not 
•the leaft Appearance that Alberoni cou’d get 
clear on’t, efpecially in a ;City where his. Ex- 
tra&ion was known, and where any one but he 
would have thought himfelf very happy in his 
Fortune, and not haye aim’d at any higher Em- 
.ploy than that which he held as ClerkrRinger ; 
-but he carried his. Views further, and it wa$ 
not without Defign that he (par’d no Pains, no 
Submiffion, nor Flattery to procure Friends 
and Patrons : He united them all upon this Qc- 
cafion, wherein - they might crown all their 
good Offices by obtaining foqp: little Benefice 
for him, to.ferve him in lieu of a Patrimony ; 
he fucceeded, and by confequence receiv’d 
Priefts Orders. Then he quitted his Employ 
jn the Cathedral, to go and.fpend fome Time 
in the Family of the Vice Legat of Romagni *, 
refiding at Ravenna the Capital of that Pro- 
vince. 

M. Barni, the Vice Legat, admitted him 
into his Family with Pleafure,. hearing by Fame 
that he was a Man of a brisk, gay Temper, 
and his Company every way fit to diffipate the 
Chagrin 0 an irkfome Solitude ; nor was he 
miftaken -in his Man, and Alberoni on his Part 
improv’d the frequent Opportunities he had of 
conferring with the Vice Legat, fo far as en-r 
tirely to gain his Friendihip and Confidence; 
fothat M. Barni . being nominated to the Bifiiop- 
rick of Placentia, Alberoni found out a . Way to 
make himfelf uecedary in a Town, with the 

chief 
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chief of whofe Inhabitants he was well ac- 
quainted, So that the new Bifhop kept him in 
his Houle, and committed to him the Dire&on 
or Superintendance thereof. 

There are feme that would govern their own 
HoufiUrids well, who are often incapable of re- 
gulating another’s-; at leaft, ’tis certain that 
there are no good provident Intcndants, but 
tbofe who have learnt their Experience at the 
Expence of their firft Patron. AHercm had 
never known- what it was tor manage a great 
Houle ; what we have feen of his Birth, Edu- 
cation and Condb&, till he came into the 
Vice Legat’s Family, is fidEcient to fhew that 
he was a mere Novice in that Poft, which he 
did not dare to refufe, and which, by confe- 
quence, be difrharg’d very indifferently for 
which reaibn. the new Bifhop foon difinifs’d him 
Bom it; but that he might do it genteely, and 
in a way anfwcrable to the Efteem he always 
fhew’d lor him, he gave him a Canon’s Place, 
which was vacant in his Cathedral. 

. Now AMermi p&ceiv’d. himfelf above the 
Frowns of Fortune, and began to have great 
Hopes from the Confteilation, which prefided 
at his Birth ; and he pleas’d himfelf the better 
with his prefect Situation, becaufe he only 
ow’d it to himfelf, to his Patience, to his Ap- 
plication, and Study for all Occafio^of recon- 
ciling bis Friends and Patrons, to his Complain 
fence and the Art -in which he is a Matter, of 
infinuating and rendring himfelf neceflary. 

Any one, but Albertan, would have been con- 
tent with the Revenue of his Benefice, and ret 
tir’d from the Biihop’s Palace, to live at cafe 
without Dependence ; but our Abbot had other 
- Views, 
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Views, or rather Fortune had for him, which 
could npt yet break out, and which (he conduc- 
ted with her ufual Addrefs ; for Alberoni, cons- 
idering that as he had a Benefice, he might alfo 
render himfelf neceflary to his Patron, who 
wanted a Preceptor for the Abbot Bam his 
Nephew, he offer’d himfelf for that painful Em- 
ploy, for which he was fcarce fitter than for 
that of Steward, it being certain that a Man, 
who would bring up a Nobleman well, ought 
to have been educated fuch himfelf, or he can- 
not know all the Rules of Behaviour; and that, 
|n order to train up a young Nobleman well, 
the Tutor hhnfelf fhould have had good Mat- 
ters, and ought to know fomething. But 
Abbot Alberoni had nothing of this to ihew ; 
for being the Son of a poor Gardner, he ow’d 
all his Education to himfelfj and being inftru&ed 
by a few Priefls out of Charity, he had not 
fornifh’d himfelf with much Latin in. their 
Schools, but he fupply’d thofe cflential Defe£ts 
by a great deal of Refle&ion, and a peculiar 
Attention to his own Conduct, and to the Con- 
dufi and Manners of others : Therefore, bemg 
perfuaded of his own Ignorance, he carry’d himr 
lelf to his Pupil more like his School-fellow 
than his Preceptor, going along with him to the 
Colleges of Philosophy and Civil Law, where 
he learnt teflon s with the fame and more Ap- 
plication and Exaftnefs than his Scholar, and 
made ufeful Repetitions with him when they re- 
turn’d to their Apartment. 

Abbot Barni going to Rom, by Order of his 
Uncle, Alberoni accompanied him; and after 
they were arriv’d, he omitted nothing to make 
fcip nfelf known, that is to fay, to get Friends 
- * and 
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anil Patrons among the greateft Noblemen, 
whom he had occafion to attend, for he never 
left his Pupil, who thought it alfo a Pleafure 
and a Duty to introduce him to Perfons of the 
hrft Quality. ■ 1 • 

•' We will leave our Abbot at this famous City, 
where Fortune had fuch diftinguiihing Honours 
in rcfcrve for him, and make a little Digreflion 
-to fpeak of the Farnefe Family, whofe Grandeur 
and Intercft became fo dear to him after his Re- 
turn from Rome. . 

i Duke Rarmchis II, Father, of the Duke of 
Forma, at this Time Regent, had three Sons, viz,. 
Edward II, by his firft Wife, who was Margaret 
-of Savoy, Daughter of VtEbor Amadeus I. andby 
his fecond Wife Ifabella of Modena, he had 
Francis I. and Anthony. 

• In 1690, Prince Edward marry *d the Princefe 
Dorothea Sophia of Newboargh, Daughter of Philip 
William EleSor Palatin, Sifter of the Emprefc 
Mother, and of the Queen 'Dowager of Spain j 
by this Marriage he had only two Children, viz. 
Alexander Jgnmim, who dy’d in 169%, fonie 
Months before his. Father ; and Prihcefs Etna*- 

heth bom OBober 25, 1692 

Duke Raducim dying a Year after his eldeft 
Son, the Dutcbfes of Parma and Placentia, and all 
the Rights-; of the Farnefe Family devolv'd to 
Duke Fronds I. who was bora the ipth of May, 
i6’j8; and 'in. i6py, marry ’d the Princefs his 
Brother Edward's Widow, by a Difpenfation 
from Pope Innocent XII : Hitherto he has' had 
lio Children,- arid,is not very likely to have any, 
for his Princefs is juft going into the joth Year 
of her Age, Ihei being born the . 5 th of Jufy 
t6yo, Fqr this ;Reafon itr wa$ believ’d, thjfc 

Anthony , 
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Anthony , the only -Heir of the, Farpefe Family* 
would have marry ’d his Coufin the Princefc Eli- 
zabeth, in order, by fuch a Marriage, to ter: 
unite all the Titles of Succeflion. • ; 

As it will .be neceffary to fpeak more than 
once of this Family in the Sequel, of this Hif- 
tory, I think it may not be artiifs to trace its- 
Origin, and to enquire how it became polfefs’d; 
of their Dominions, the rather,, becaufe thes 
Original of the faid Pofleffipn is, at this .Day,' 
the Subjed of a very knotty Debate among For* 
liticians. , .. . . , > 

The Chief of this Family was Fkmucim Farpeff, 
General of .the Forces of the Church in 145% 
under Pope Eugenim IV. The Grandfon of this 
Ranucim was advanc’d to the Holy See in. 164$,, 
and took the Name of Paul JIL This Holy. 
Father, before he was rais’d tothe Pontificafie* 
had both a Son and a Daughter. . Thefe wore 
Cafes neither rare nor infamous: .in thofe Times-, 
when Perfons, oblig’d to Celibacy by. the Laws 
of the Church, educated their Children: pjobbck' 
ly, tho* born before their Advancement to pcele-; 
fiaftical Dignities, by a natural Conjiln&ion, 
warranted by the Angle Security of .a private 
Confcience. This holy Father, like fome of his 
Predeceflors on the fame Occafion, happily 
match’d his Daughter Conflantia to Rofio\\, of 
the Family of Sjorfa, and created his Son Peter 
Lewis Farnefe, firft, Duke of Caftro and Came/in ; 
and then of Parma and Placentia ; by which 
Means he united four rich. Fiefs of the Church 
in his own Perfon : For ’tis given, out at Rome* 
that the two laft Dutchies have held only of 
the Holy See, ever fince Pope Julius II took 
Pofleffion thereof, by Confent of the Emperor 

4 - Max - 
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Maximilian I. and, in cffeft, the Dates of Par « 
ma, who own fuch Dependence on the Holy 
See, pay it a fort of annual Tribute, or Ac- 
knowledgment of 10000 Scudi. 

Peter Lewis being ai&ifinated in a Confpiracy, 
which was laid to the Account of Charles V. 
who had a Mind to vex the Holy Father, had 
for his Succcflor his Son Oftavieu, who marry *d 
that Emperor's natural Daughter, the famous 
Princefo Margamta , Governefs of the Nether- 
lands. Ever fince that time the Fanufe Family 
has let no Occafion pais of teflifying their 
Attachment to Spain, tho* they never had any 
reafon to be much in love with that Crown. 

Duke Francis, the prefent Regent, great 
Grandfon to Duke Ranucitu I. who was Grand- 
fon to Duke Otlavim, made no great Appea- 
rance on the Theatre of the laft War. The 
Troops of the two Crowns entering Italy, in 
coojun&ion with thofe of the Duke of Savoy, 
(bon made iuch a Progrcfs in that Country, as 
aftooifh’d the Court of Vitma ; who thereupon 
fent all the Forces thither they could fpare, 
tinder the Command of Prince Eugene, 

Both Sides fet aU Engines at Work to bring 
the Princes of Lombardy over to their Interfefts, 
and M. Catinae , who negociated that Affair by 
Order of the King bis Mailer, fuccceded with 
the Duke of Mantua, while the Duke of Mode- 
na declar’d for the Germans j but the Duke of 
Parma declaring himfelf the Pope’s Vaffal got 
free of the Solicitations of Colonel LocattBi , 
whom Prince Eugene fent to him ; and on the 
other hand, without declaring for King Philip, 
he carry’d it very artfully to the Generals of 
*he two Crowns, whole Armies were on the 
I Frontier* 
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Frontiers of his Dominions, and always had 
fome Perfon of Confidence about diem to take 
cate of his Intereft. 

After Prince Eugene's Enterprise upon Cremo- 
na in 1702, and the carrying off of the Puke 
of VWeroji the King of France gave the Com- 
mand of his Army in balj to the Duke of Ven- 
defat ; who no fooner arriv’d there to open the 
Campaign, but the Duke of Parma fern the 
Count Romcoveri to him, who, after he had ac- 
companied Prince Anthony in his Travels thro* 
the chief Countries in Europe , under the Name- 
of Marquifs de Sala, was nominated to the 
Biihoprick of St. Donnin , between the Cities of 
Parma and Placentia. This Prelate was one of 
the politeft Men in the World ; he had a Genius 
as fublimc as it was lively and penetrating, and ' 
was the better qualified tor Affairs of the great- 
eft Importance; becaule at the firft Interview he 
knew the good or ill Qualities of thole with 
whom he convers’d. Abbot Alberoni had the 
Happineft to be known to him, and perceiving 
what an Intereft the Prelate had with the Duke 
Regent and the Prince his Brother, he took all 
Opportunities to introduce himfelf to him in a 
fingular Way ; fo that being well receiv’d the 
firft time, he infinuated himfelf fo eafiiy into 
that Nobleman’s Favour, that at the iecond Vi- 
fit which Alberoni paid him, he granted him 
thofe Marks of Efteem to which he owes his 
whole Fortune. 

In fhoct, the Bifliop of St. Donnin being to 
wait upon the Duke of Vendofm, took Alberoni 
along with him, either to bear him Company, 
or to make ufe of him, the rather becaufe he 
talk’d French well, having learnt it by attending 

at 
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ajt the L^urcs . ofhis Pupil the Abbot Bantfe 
Matters. ‘ . . * 

Abbot Alberoms Condud was highly ap-, 
prov’d bythcrOfficers belonging . to the Reti- 
nue of the French General,. before whom they; 
fo often talk’d of the Smartnefs of. his Repat-, 
tees, and the t Pleafantnefs ,of hisConverfation,; 
that that, Prince was defirous to admit him : into, 
his Family.. Happy Interview, that at firft* 
gain’d for our Abbot the Efteem, foon after the) 
Friendthip, and at laft the entire Confidence .of, 
the Duke of Vendofm, who continually calling, 
him his dear Abbot, took no delight Or cafe but, 
in his Company : So that the Courtiers, Who; 
were fenfible pf the Afcendant 'this Stranger, 
had gain’d upon their General, fpeedily began 
to give him frequent Attendance. . Albtroni had. 
a watchful Eye upon this Qccafion, and not 
fuffering himfelf to be intoxicated with the; 
Fumes of Flattery, that were often very . fuH 
fome on the Part of the Officers who furround- 
ed him ; he convers’d with them after fuch a 
Manner, as if they were the Favourites, and 
he their humble Servant. The Duke of Par- 
ma’s Agent was one of the firft that perceiv’d 
the powerful Influence Aiberoni had over the 
French General; fo that. he made ufe of it-tO 
very good Purpofe in promoting the Intereft of 
the Duke his Mafter,;, even fo far, that being 
perfwaded that the Abbot, would prove more 
luccefsful than himfelf at the Duke of Vendofm s 
Levy, he advis’d Duke Francis to give him the 
Commillion with which he was. honour’d : Thus* 
to the great Satisfa&ion of the French General, 
he faw his Favourite come back with the Cha- 
ra&er of an Agent, after having been nominated 

to 
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to a Canon’s £lace in the Cathedral of Parma. 
This Gommiffion lafted as long as the' Duke <£>f 
Vendofm continu’d in Italy. ; and Alberoni ma- 
nag’d his Matter’s Buiioefs fo dextroufly, that 
the Imperialitts being continually apprehenfive 
that the Duke would admit a French Garrilbn 
into his' Capital. City, h e were provok’d) 
they durit not give hint any Difturbahce; * * 

The Publick T rahfadtiou s were carried ( on 
after 'this Manner till the beginning !of the 
Year i ya6, when the Duke of Vendofm wfts re- 
called, a^d the Duke pf Orleans fent to fupply 
his , Place: Then the Scene was chang’d ; the 
Aftion at Pianejfe, follow’d by the Battle’ of 
‘Twin, and' the railing the Siege of that Capital, 
difappointed and ruin’d the Affairs of the -two 
Crowns in- 1 Italy, white the Imperialitts'.and'the 
Duke of Savoy began to be predominant. 

Thcj next Gampaign,, the Duke*pf Parma 
yVas fijrft of all made' feasible, that they had 
fpar*d him upon no other Account , than the 
Confidera^ion of the near Approach of the Ar- 
mies of France and Spain: Thus they imme- 
diately fell into his Dominions, and look up 
Winter-Qiiarters there by Foice, exa&'ing great 
Contributions,, notduthttanding , the, Protefta- 
tions oft the Duke.: However, that Prince pro- 
feeing himfelf to be a Vaffal of the Church, 
and imploring her Protection, was neverthelefs 
oblig’d to appoint the Governor Malpeli to con- 
clude the following Agreement with bhi Mar- 
quifs de Prie , the Emperor’s Plenipotentiary ia 
Italy. • . , ' 

C A R- 
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ARTICLES agreed upon between bit 
Excellency the Marquefs de Prl£, as Ple- 
nipotentiary of his Imperial Majefty in 
Italy, by virtue of an Imperial Diploma , 
dated the fourth of May loft ; and the 11- 
luftrious Governor Francis Malpeli, De- 
puty of hit moft Serene Highnefs the Duke 
of Parma ; with the Participation and 
Mediation of the IUuJlrious Meffieurs 
Count John Francis Marazzani Vifconri, 
and Marque fs Annibal . Scotti , both 
Knights of this Community of Placentia ; 
who, with the Approbation and Confent 
of hit moft Serene Highnefs , at appears 
from bis Refcript dated the »o th of No- 
vembA ult, came to the underwritten 
Agreement, upon the Regulation of the 
prefent Winter-Quarters, taken by Force 
in the Dominions of Parma and Placentia, 
■upon the Entrance of the Imperial Troops 
and their Allies, notvpiihftanding the Re- 
courfe had at fevered Times. , and the moft 
frejjing Remonftrances made by the faid 
Jjord Duke, by Means of his Minifters, 
as well as by the Communities of Parma 
and Placentia; for the Eftablijament of 
a good Order, and to avoid the. greateft 
Damages' and Mifchiefs. 


I. 

T H E above nam’d Marquefs de Prie, in 
“ the Name of the Emperor’s Com- 

“ miffioner. 
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** miffioner, has fix’d the Amount of the afore- 
** faid Winter-Quarters at the Sum of ninety 
** thoufand Sfani/h Piftoles or, their Value, of 
“ which Sum, the private Laymen of the faid 
“ two Dominions (without comprehending the 
** Part which relates to the Clergy, hereaftei 
^ foecify’d in the ninth Article) (hall disburse 
** fixty feven thoufand one hundred and .fifty 
“ Piftoles, at the Timefc ted after the Man- 
** ner hereafter exprefs’d ; and configiv them to 
** the Emperor’s Military Cheft, for theMaiti- 
** tenance of the laid Troops which £hall con- 4 
u tinue quarter’d in the faid Dominions, and 
“ of the Regiments of Horfe, that have been 
“ withdrawn from thence, for the greater Eafe 
“ of the faid Dominions, For this Sum every 

* thing (hall be made good and discharged 
“ that Telates to the Provifions furnifli’d by th'O 
<( Country, both for Man and Hdrfe. The 
** Generals as well as the Officers and private 
“ Centinelsare to be punfiualin providing (ex- 
** cepe the Particulars hereafter fpecified) Meat, 
** Wine and all Sorts of Enables, which ftall 

be rated at a certain Price ; and ih eafe there 
“ happen any Diforder, contrary to the good 
“ Regulation which lhall be publith’d and fet“ 
“ tied in the Quarters, it lhall be redrds’d with 
•* Care and Diligence by the Commanders of the 
“ Regiments, who (hall oblige the Tranfgrelfor 

* to make a liii table Amends ; but in cafe it 

cannot be obtain’d by their Means, then Re* 

** courfe lhall be had to his Excellency the Ge- 
** neral of the Horfe the Marquefs Vifconti , 
** Commander in thefe Quarters, who lhall 
“ caufe due Satisfa&ipn to be given them, 

r C a “ IL Th« 
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!. ■*? The faidLocd-Marquefs de.Pnt has con* 
“defcendqd. to a Dedu&ion of; fixe- thoufand 
“Piftoles put of the Sum Total of -ninety thoiH 
“,/and Piftoles; j and, that on account of and 
“• by-way of. Payment for the Bread the Im* 
“.perial Army was fupply’d with, in their Paf* 
c; fage thro’ this. Dominion the laft Month of 

“ 4wfi- 

,■ ■ HI.- • 

/ *. u , " k. .a » 1 .> 

»'• “ To fecure yet farther the Payment of the 
faid Sum relating, to the Laity, and to make 
“ it. more eafy to the Countcy,,it is agreed 
f. fcy; 'an exprdfs ‘Covenant,! that two Thirds of 
“:tiut Sum amounting to 42 yeo Piftoles, fhall 
“ fee laid out in the: Month ;of April next ; and 
“ the other Third of 2 1 a jos, ibaU;,betaken up- 
on the Bond, vtwp of the moft. eminent Bank- 
“ ers of thefe Dominions fhall give, to pay the 
“ faid. Sum at two feveral Times, yiz.. one half 
“ in the Month of .Ap&ufi, and .the other in 
“-the Month of Qftober of the Year enfuing : 
“ With thefe Sums, the Marqtiefs de Prie de- 
“ clares, .that the Lord Duke has difcharg’d 
“ the .Feodial Obligations he lies.under to his 
“ Imperial Majedy, &c. 

Tim other Articles, to the ninth, relate only 
to ; the Manner of Levying the faid Contribu- 
tions, and diftributing the Rations of Provi- 
sions to the Soldiers. The ninth Article has 
l&fpei^tQ the Clergy* and is compris’d in thefe 
Terms, 


“ IX. To 
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- ' •• > ■> ■ 

v. i IX.. ; .. ' : . 

“ To make the ,BaUance of the prefent 
“ Quarters, equal, and- to > cafe the State, all 
“ private Per/ous without Diftindion (thcf 
** guarded with ever fo grea^ Privileges) fhali 
** contribute ; Epee even his moft Serene High- 
** nefs himfelf fubmits to the Payjpent . pf a 
“ Quota of his Eftate. And injegard thajtth? 
“ Clergy, as well Secular as Regular, are pof- 
“ fefs’d of a confiderable Part of the Lands in 
“ the two Dominions, and have already contri- 
“ buted heretofore to the Payments of Quarters, 
** and ftill aftually contribute to the fourth Part 
“ of what is charg'd upon the Laity, to maintain 
“ the Garrifons of Parma and Placentia. The 
** Imperial Commjffioper referyes to himfetfjthe 
“ Power in ,due (and lawful £grm,to exa&tneir 
“.Share a| the fro rata of 2-125.0 Piftoles"; ’for 
“ which the Eftates pf the laid Clergy lhall be 
“ fecurid. from, much greater Damage they 
“ might Suffer, they were not freed from it 
by the abpyemention’d Expedient .v Concern- 
“ ing all *whrch Points, neverthelpls^ it is fo- 
lemnly declar’d oh the Part of the Laity, 
“ that they will not be in gh. any wife eon- 
“ cern’d, or meddle with that ^Bufinefs in any 
“ Manner whatfoever. '■ n'"' 

In Witnefs whereof thefe Prefents are fub- 
ferib’d, &c. t ‘ ' ■ 

T’he Marquefs de Prfe... 
Francis Malpeli, Governor 
and . Delegate. . . . • ■ 
Fran.Maraiaani Vifcpnti. 
Jkpnjbaj.i^otti, 

C 5 This 


At Placentia, in the 
Convent of St.Sa- 
Vin 6 , the iqtb if 
jpecenibeiyi 708. 
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This Convention was no fooncr carried to th$ 
Court pf Rome, but it excited all the Holy Fa- 
ther’s Indignation, who immediately rais’d all 
the Thunder of the Vatican again ft the Gene- 
rals, Officers, and Soldiers, who had dat’d to 
trample with Yiplenfe upon the Sacred Terri- 
tory of the Church, and darting his Thunder 
even at the Emperor himfelf, hefentthe follow- 
ing Bull, which fets forth the Prerenfions of the 
Holy Sec to the Hutchies of Parma and PAh 
tenti#. 


Clement XI. Pope. 

pbr the future Memory of the r f HIM G. 

f* CQME Months ago it came torthe Know- 
“ tJ/ ledgc of pur Apofttefhjp, to the great 
u IXfquiet pf our Mind, that when in the Month 
-* “ or pfvvtmheiXaSt paft, fome Regiments of <?<rr- 
* c man Soldiers made a fudden Irruption into fe- 
** veral- Places of the Dutchies of Parma and Pla- 
ceutia, and brought great and very heavy Da- 
** mSges upon the Inhabitants of the faid Places ; 
4i ana beddes, thpECaders or Commanders of 
'* thoft Troops declar’d, they vTere refolv’d tp 
** take Wlnterk^aaftefs there, a&ually and by 
Force ; and \yhen the many Reafons urg’d, 
** as well by our “beloved Son the Noble Prart- 
*‘ eifeo Far»eze'T)tikc. of Parma and Placentia , as 
‘‘ by our beloved Sons the Communities and In- 
•f* habitants of the States o(Pa^ma and Placentia , 
** had no Efieift to the averting of thple Evils 
1* though che^rincipel Ground £f thole Rea- 
“ fons Ay as, Tnatthe Putchy ltfel^ and it# 
V ■ ' ; 1 i; - r -'?■ ’ ■ • 1 “fqrcf 
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‘Aforementioned Places, were mediately fubjed, 
“ even in Temporals, to Us and this Holy See, 
“ and therefore ought to be wholly Exempt and 
“ Free from all fuch Impofitions and'Eurthens ; 
“ at length, in the fubfequent Month of Decent- 
“ her, the forefaid Communities and Inhabitants 
“ confenting, (who neverthelefs were compdPd 
“ by Force and Neceflity, and who protefted* 
“ that what they did was from no other Motive, 
“ than the avoiding imminent and heavier Pa- 
“ mages, and Duke Framfco himfelf yielding 
“ thereto for the fame Reafons , ) a certain 
“ Agreement was made upon the foremention’d 
“ Matters, in Ten Heads or Articles. 

“ Now tho’ the aforefaid Agreement (which 
* we thought fit to caufe to be inferred in thefe 
“ Prefents, not as approving, but as intirely 
“ andabfolutely condemning it, as being ma- 
nifeftly injurious to qur Rights and thole of 
“.the laid See, and to the direft and fupreme 
“ Dominion which we and the holy Roman 
“ Church juftly claim in the abovementfon’d 
“ Dutchy) be unqucitionably of no manner of 
“ Force and Coniequence in Law ; and tho* 
“ befides ’tis well known, that our Predeceffor, 
“ Pope Urban VIII. of happy Memory, did by 
“ certain Letters dated the 5th of June, 1641, 
“ fuffidently provide for the Security of the 
“ Rights of the forelaid Apoltolical See and Ro* 
“ man Church from any Prejudices of phis Na- 
** cure ,* and therefore there was no need at 
“all of a further Declaration, to inform the 
“ World that this Agreement ought to be ac- 
“ counted null, void, .and invalid j yet when 
“ the- Matter was brought before us oft Occa* 
“ fion of. asking our good Pleafure touching 
C 4 “ what 
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f* what is ftipulated in the ninth Head or Article 
“ of the faid Agreement, in relation to the 
“ Contingent or Sum of Money to be paid by 
“ the Ecclefiafticai Perfons, as well Secular as 
“ Regular, of the forefaid Dutchy. - We, by re- 
** fufing our Confent to it, declar’d not ob- 
“ fcorely, that the abovemention’d Agreement 
‘‘could nOt be : allow’d by us, but ought ever 
“ to be difapprov’d and condemn’d ; hay- more, 
revolving in our Mind how direful, and toal} 

‘‘ humane Powers terrible, Cenfures and Punifh- 
ments, the Canonical Sanctions eftablifh’d by 
“ the Spirit of God appoint, and what dreadful 
Imprecations the Church yearly denounces 
againft thofe who Violate the EcclelrafUcal 
* £ Rights, take away -the Goods of Ecclefiafticks, 

** or dare to do them Damage, or to lay upon 
them Burthens forbiddeh by Divine and Hu- 
** mane Laws, We did by our Letters to the 
‘faid Duke Francifco, written with, our otyri 
'■ Hand the jth of January laft, plainly figni- 
** fie. That all thole who had ralhly prefum’d 
*1 actually to invade the forefaid Places, and to 
*‘ moleft and difturb then}, and die fupreme 
•*‘ Jurifdidion which We and the holy Roman 
‘‘ Church have in them,; had incur’d the fore- 
<f mentioned Cenfures and Punilhments, which 
-‘ fhould in no wife be remitted or difpens’d with 
“ by Us : Hoping this Intimation would' be: a- 
*■ bund^ntly fufficient to prevail with thofe Tranf- 
gteffors to return to their Duty, and that > we 
‘‘ fhould riot be conftrairied- to proceed more o- 
f* peniy to'Severities.- * 

“ But, afi we are informed, not only thofe out 
Endeavours, did not produce the defir’d Effect, * 
V but what is moil to be lamented, thefocefaic} 
“gcclpr 
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* c EcclefiafticalPerfons, both Secular and Regu- 
Ct lar, juftly refuting to pay the Contingent or Sum 
** of Money ftipulated by the above mention’d 
“ ninth Head or Article, becaufe the necelfary 
fc Confent thereto of Us and of the laid See was 
f< not only not granted, but as is faid above, 
“ was exprefly refufed by Us j with unheard of, 
fC and deteftable Audacioufnefs, feveral Troops 
of Soldiers were quarter’d upon the Houfes, 
“ Farms and Eftates, of the faid Ecclefiaftical 
“ Perfons, there to remain at the Expence of 
“ thole Perfons, ’till they being tired out Ihould 
“ really and aftually pay the Rate or Contin- 
“ gent above mention’d : Now thefe Things, 
“ which no well-minded Perfons can bear to 
ft bear related without the greateft Horror and 
“ Grief, amount to fuch a Violation of the Ec- 
“ clefialtical Liberty, Immunity and Jurifdidion, 
“ as can by no means be endur’d. 

“ Hence it is, that We, who have experienc’d 
K that all the Offices of Paternal Tendernefs, 
“ which wp werefollicitoufly careful to employ, 
“ were vain and fruitlels, and who are confti- 
“ tuted by the Lord, and bound by the Duty 
f ‘ of our Pafloral Office confer’d on us from 
“ Above, to alfert on Earth all Rights what- 
“ ever, belonging to the faid Roman or other in- 
<c feriour Churches, and to all Perfons and Pof- 
“ feffions Ecclefiaftical ■; tho’ we doubt not our 
“ Venerable Brethren the Bifliops of thofe Parts, 
“ whofe 2eal we have not omitted to incite, will 
ftrenuoufly and cQuragipufly difcharge, and, 
te perhaps have already difcharg’d the Duty of 
fC their Office in this Affair ; and tho’, befides, 

“ we. do affined) y believe, that fuch wicked 
f‘ Adions of their .Troops, and . their more wic- 

* “ ke<&.. 
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“ kcd Counfcls, are very contrary to the moft 
“equitable Difpofition of our deareft Son in 
“ Chrift, Jofeph, King of the Romfins, Elcftcd 
* Emperour : Nay more, do hope he will, as 
M all Juftice requires, deal feverely with fuch as 
“ have been guilty of thofe A&ions : Never- 
“ thelefs, left being longer ftlent in fo great an 
“ Affli&ion of the Church j and left, while the 
“ Priefts, the Miniftets of the Lord, are weep- 
“ ing between the Porch and the Altar, and 
** faying. Lord, /pare thy People, and make not thine 
“ Inheritance a Reproach , We lhould feetn to be fu- 
“ pine and flothful, and to be wanting to the 
“ Duty incumbent on our Apoftolical Office ; 
“ and by too much Long-fuffering incur the Im- 
“ putation of betraying the Ecclefiaftical Li-* 
“ berty, and of bafely deferring the Cauie of 
“ God ; lifting up out felves in the Lord, and 
“ being mindful as well of our PredeceiTor Pope 
“ Urban, as following the Steps of Pope Leo X. 
“ of happy Memory, our Predeceffor likewife, 
** who by a certain Conftitution publifh’d the 8th 
■“of the Kalends of June, in the Year 1515, 
“ Excommunicated, Anathematiz’d, and Stab’d 
“ with the Sword of Malediftion and of Eter- 
“ nal Damnation, all Perfons, even fuel) as were 
“worthy to be mention’d particularly and dif- 
“ tin&ly, who had invaded the Cities, Terri- 
“ tories and Places mediately or immediately 
“ belonging to the faid Roman Church, but ef- 
■** peciaUy the Cities of Parma and Placentia ; 
“ adhering firmly befides to the Apoftolicai Let- 
“ ters, and particularly to the 18th and aoth 
“ Canons of thofe Letters, which feveral Roman 
“ Pontiffs, our Predeceffors, have caus’d to be 
“ read and promulgated die Coma Domini, and 

“ which 
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ft yrhich we in like manner have every Year 
u caus’d to be read and promulgated. From 
“ our own meer Notion, certain Knowledge, 
* c and mature Deliberation, and Out of the Ful- 
** nefs of our Apoftolical Power, We do, by the 
u Tenor of thefe Prefents, declare the Agree- 
ft ment above inferted, all its Articles and Heads, 
“ with all and lingular the Contents of them, 
“ or any of them, and the Conlequences that are 
,f or may be deduc’d from them, to be iffo Jure 
“Null, Void, Jnvalid, Unjuft, Condemned, 
K Difapproved and Vain ; to have been from 
“ the Beginning, to be now, and to be for ever 
** hereafter. Void of all manner of Force or 
“ Efted ; and that no Perfon is bound to ob- 
“ ferve them, or either of them, even though 
** they be corroborated by ih Oath ; That they 
“ neither can nor ought to be obferved by any; 
“ That no Right, Adion, Title, or Colour of 
“ Title, or Caufe of Pofleffion, or Prefcription, 
** was, is, or at any time can be acquir'd or 

* claim’d from them ,- but that, as if they had 
“ never been publifhed or made, they ought 
“ abfolutely to be taken for Things not done, 
“ nor exifting. Neverthelefs, for greater Pre- 
“ caution,* and as far as Need requires, we do 
“ from the fame our own meer Motion, Know- 
“ ledge, Deliberation, and plenary Power, con- 
“ demn, difallow, cals, make void, annul all and 
** lingular of them, and intirely and altogether 
“ evacuate them of all Force and Effcd. 

“ We wiH and decree likewift, that the Cen- 
“ fures and Ecclefiaftical Penalties, which all 
f* thofe who perpetrated the Premises have in- 
“ cur’d, and are to be or perhaps have been de- 

* nounced againft them openly and publickly 

' ‘ : ** ac- 
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“ according to Cuflom, purfuant to our Orders 
“ to the forefaid Bi/hops, fhall be valid and 
tc ftand good, as well again/! thofe who in any 
<c wife were guilty of the Premifles by prefum- 
“ ing to invade, mole/!, and by the foremen- 
“ tion’d Methods, di/turb the Territories and 
“ Places of the abovemention’d Dutchy, as 
cc thofe who laid and impos’d the forefaid Bur- 
** thens and Oppreflions on the Perfons and 
cc Eftates of the Clergy of that Dutchy, either 
“ by themfelves or others, direCtly or indirectly, 
tc together with their Adherent!, Fautors and 
' “ Abettors, and all fuch who gave them Aid, 

“ Counfel, or Favour in any Manner, how Illuf- 
<£ trious foever their Rank or Dignity may be ; 

“ who, when they /hall have made due Re/iitu- 
<c tion for the Damages they have done, and given 
<e condign Satisfaction beiides to the Church, 
tc /hall yet no otherwife be abfolved, and dif- 
tc charged from the faid Cenfures and Penalties, 
ec than by Us, or the Roman Pontiff for the 
“ Time being, except at the Point of Death, 

“ nor then, unlefs they give fufficient Caution to 
“ obey and fatisfy the Commands of the 
“ Church and they /hall revert into the fame 
“ Condition as betpre, if they happen to Re- 
tc cover. * 

“ We decree likewife. That thefe Prefents, 
tc and whatever is therein contain’d, can in no 
“ wife be excepted again/!, impugn’d, invalida- 
“ ted, revers’d, call’d in Qpe/lion, or examin’d 
“ by Terms of Law ; tho’ it fhould be alledg’d, 

** that the foremention’d Perfons, and all others 
fi intere/led in the Premifles, or in any manner „ 
^ “ pretending to have Intereft, even tho’ they be 

“ worthy of fpecial and particular Mention, 

? did 
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“ did not cbnfent thereto, nor were fummon’d, 
“ cited, or heard ; or, that the Caufes for 
“ which thefe Prefents were iflued were not fiif* 
“ jficiently enumerated, made out, or in any 
“ manner juftify’d ; neither for any Caufe, Co- 
lour or Pretext whatever, or for any Article 
u or Senfe -contain’d in the Body of the Law* 
“ lhall thefe Proceedings ever be charg’d with any 
“ Error of Subreption, or Obreption, Nullity 
“or Invalidity, Defe& of our Intention, or 
“ of the Copfent of thofe who are or pretend 
“ to be concern’d ; nor with any other Error, 
“ how great, how unthought of, or, how un- 
“ imaginable foever, arifing from any Reafon* 
“ Right, Faff, Statute, Guftom or Privilege 
“ whatever : But thefe Prefents lhall be and re- 
“ main for ever iirm, valid, and effe&ual; and* 
“ lhall have and obtain their full and entire 
“ effeft ; and be inviolably obferv’d by all and 
“ fingelar Perfons, whom it does or lhall at any 
“ Time concern. And thus, and no otherwise 
“ lhall it be adjudg’d and decided, , touching all 
“ and lingular the Premifles, by all Judges, ordi- 
“ nary and delegated, even the Auditors of the 
“ Caufes of the Apoftolical Palace, and the Car- 
5* dinals of the Holy Roman Church, even the 
“ Legates & Latere , and the Nuncios of the 
“ forefaid Apoftolical See, and all others what- 
“ ever Preeminence and Power they are or lhall 
“ be veiled with; taking from them, and every 
“one of them, all Power and Authority of 
“ judging and interpreting in any other Man- 
“ ner ; and declaring whatever any Perfon lhall, 
“ by any Authority, happen to attempt con- 
“ trary hereunto, either knowingly or ignorant- 
“ ly, to be void and of no Effeft. 

1 “ The 
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“ The PremifTes, the general and particular 
“ Conftitutions and Ordinances pafird in the 
** Apoftolical, Univerfal, Provincial/ or Syno- 

* dical Councils ; and, as far as is needful, our 
“own and the Apoftolical Chancery*® Rule, of 
*• not taking away any acquir’d Right } the 
¥ Laws, both Imperial and Municipal ; all Sta- 
“ tutes and Cuftoms immemorial, tho* corrdbora- 
“ ted by Oath, Apoftolical Confirmation, or 
“ any other way authoriz’d ,• all Privileges, In- 

* dulgences and Apoftolical Letters, granted to 
“ whatever Perfons, how eminent foever in 
u Dignity, and deferving moft particular Men- 
“ tion, in whatever Tenor and Form of Words, 
“and with whatever Derogations of Deroga- 
“ tions, or other more effe&ual, moft efle&ual, 
“ unufual and annulling Claufes j and all other 
“ Decrees, though proceeding from like Motion, 
** Knowledge , and plenary Power ; and, in 
" Confiftory or otherwife, granted, iffued,*made, 
“ and feveral times reiterated, and how often 
** foever approv’d, confirmed and renew’ d, con- 
“ trary to the PremifTes, NOTWITH- 
“STANDING. From all and Angular of 
** which, though for fufficiently derogating from 
** them and their whole Tenor, fpeeial, parti- 
** cular, exprefs, and diftinft Mention, Word 
“ for Word, and not in general Claufes impor- 
“ ting the fame be not made ; or though any 
** other Expreffion, or peculiar Form to that 
** Purpofe ought to have been us’d ; deeming 
** fuch like Contents to be as folly and fufficient- 
“ ly exprefs’d and inferred in thefe Prefents, as 
“ if they had been duly exprefs’d Word for 
** Word, without any Omiffion, and in the 
“ ufual Form, We do, leaving fuch Expreffion 

" and 
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** and Form in full Force in all other Cafes, foe 
* ( this Time only,' that the Premiires may take 
“ efied, exprefly and particularly derogate, and 
“ will and declare to be derogated, as well as from 
“ all and every other Thine contrary hereunto. 

c< Our Will further is, that two Extra&s, or 
“ Copies of thefe Prefents, even printed, if fub- 
“ ferib’d by the Hand of a Publick Notary, 
“ and corroborated with the Seal of a PcHon 
u diftinguifh’d by an Ecclefiaftieal Dignity, the 
“ fame Credit fhall be given in all Places ami 
“ Nations, as well in as out of Courts of Ju- 
“ dicature, as would be given to thef^Prefents, 
** if they were produc’d or exhibited in the 
“ Original. 

Dated at Rome, in Maria Ma/ore, wider the 
Seal of the Fijherman r, the 27 th of July, 1707. 
Of our Pontificate the 'jth Tear. 

F. OLIVERIUS. 

The Emperor oppos’d this thundering Bull 
with the following Manifefto, which lets die 
Imperial Pretenflons to the laid Dominions of 
the Dukes of Parma in their foil Light. 
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JOSEPH, fk Divine Clemency, elefted 
Emperor of the Romans, always Auguft ; 
King -of Germany , Hungary, Bohemia, 
Dalmatia, Croatia, Sclavonia, &c. 
Archduke of Auftria ; Duke of Burgundy, 
Brabant- Stiria, Carinthia, Carniola, 

\ <&c. Marquis of Moravia ; Duke of Lux- 
; emburgh, Upper and Lower Silefia, W ir- 
. temburgh, Teck ; Prince of Swabia ; 

• Count of Hapsburgh, Tyrol, Pfirth, Ky'- 
'■ burgli, Goritz; Landgrave of Alface ; 
Marquis of the Sacred Roman Empire, 
of Burgaw, Upper and Lower Luface ; 
Lord of the Sclavonian Marches, (jc. 

u Hr! I S fo , well known to all Men, and de- 
1 “ monftrable from the Coutfe of 

“ Affairs in a few Years paft, with what ex- 
“ traordinary Care, Labour and Expence, the 
“ Enemy wereexpell’d Italy, and the Liberty of 
“ that Cpuntry, which was opprefs’d by French 
“Power, happily reltor’d by the victorious 
** Arms of Us and our Allies; that we were 
“ fully perfuaded there could not be one Prince 
“ or State in all Italy , who would fupprefs his 
“ Joy for it, and be averfe to make deferv’d Re- 
“ turns of Afte&ion and Gratitude to Us. 

“ But we are now ccmftrain’d to take Notice, 

“ not without being deeply’ affeded with Grief, 

“ that the Minid^rs of the Court of Rome have 
“ been fo far milled, either by Difaffe&ion to 
“ Us, or by Views of fome private Advantages 
“ to themfelves, as to have taken upon them. 
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€t to the AftoniQiment of all the World, and to 
“ the Scandal of Chriftendom, to exercife Spi“ 
“ ritual Authority in Secular Affairs, and to 
“ publifh a printed Declaration of the following 
** Tenour. 

" Declaration of the Nullity of a Certain 
“ Agreement made in prejudice of the Apolto- 
** lie See, and the Holy Roman Church, touch- 
e * ing the Winter Quarters which the German 
“ Troops have taken in the Dutchy of Parma 
“ and Placentia, the Ecclefiaftical Cenfures re- 
* £ ferv’d in the faid See, incur’d by thofe* who 
“ have on this Occafion, in any manner what- 
“ foever , invaded the Places . of the faid 
“ Dutchies, and charg’d the Eftates of Ecclcfi- 
" aftical Perfons in the faid Dutchy remaining 
“ entire. 

From the Printing-Houfe of the Reverend Apofttr 
lical Chamber at Rome, MDCCVII. 

Here the Emperor repeats the Pope’s Bull, 
and then proceeds. 

“ Upon mature Confideration of the recited 
“ Declaration, and of all and lingular the 
“ Clauses therein contained, we cannot but be 
“ extremely concern’d to find, that, among 
“ other things, the Court of Rome fhould, by 
“ arrogating to themfelves a Sovereignty, as of 
“ right belonging to them, pretend to abolilh ’ 
“ the moll ancient Rights of Us and the Roman 
“ Empire in Italy, together with the Rights 
“ thence accruing to the Dutchy of Milan, over 
“ Parma and Placentia: When from the current' 
“ Tenour of Hillory, and from the Grants of 
D “the 
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“ the Inyeftitures given by our PredeCeffars, the 
“ Roman Emperors, as well as from other pub- 
*• lick Inftruments, us moll apparent, that the 
“ dired, fupreme, and fovpreign Dominion over 
“ the faid Parma and Placentia rightfully belongs 
“ to no other than to Us, and the facred Roman 
“ Empire ; and that the lawful Poflefl'ors of the 
“ Dutchy of Milan are invefled therewith. ’Tis 
“ certain it cannot be fhewn, that this dired 
“ and fupreme Dominion, and referred Sove- 
“ raignty, was ever renounc’d by any Emperor; 
*‘or that without the exprefs Confent of the 
“ Emperor and Empire it could be renounc’d, 
“ transfer’d, or alienated by the Dukes of Mflan, 
* ‘ much lefs be validly aflum’d by the Court of 
“ Rome ; or be legally acknowledg’d by the 
“ Dukes of Parma to be in that Court. Many 
<c Hiftorians teftify this, and at the fame time 
‘'relate particularly, and at large, what has 
“ been constantly done in this Matter, for affer- 
“ ting and preferving the Imperial Rights. Nor 
“ need thofe who ate well inform’d of publick 
“ Affairs be told, how itrenuouily our Prede- 
“ ceffors, and particularly Charles V, of glorious 
Memory* maintain’d and aflerted his own 
“and the Empire’s Rights, not only in the 
“ Courfe of his Life, but in, the Preamble of 
“ his laft Will. A n d beiides, ’tis fuffifiently 
“ known, that thp Imperial Rights are fo incor- 
porated with thofe of the Empire, that they 
‘‘can by np Means bp divided from it, without 
“the Confent of all its Members, much lefs 
“ againft their Confent, be wrefted and fppara- 
“ ted from it by Pontifical Bulls, thp’ big, with 
“ never fo great Threats of Culmination. 

“ 'Hie 
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** The Attempts therefore of the Popes, meri-' 
c< tion’d in the above-recited Declaration, to 
“ afliime to themfelves a Power of judging in 
their own Caufe, and by Vertue of foch kind 
“ of Bulls, to arrogate to themfelves the Rights 
“ of a third Perfon, were vain, and hardly de-' 
“ ferv’d to be anfwer’d otherwife than by Con- 
“ tempt. And, indeed, it cannot well be ilba- 
“ girt'd what the Court of Rome could mean, 
" when they affirm’d, in the forefaid Declara- 
“ tion, that our Troops had invaded the Lands 
“ of the Church, when they knew, or, at leaft, 
** ought to have known, that they were Feed 
tc belonging to Us, and the Empire, on which" 
“ thofe Troops were quarter’d ; ; and that the 
” Law of Nature and Nations does fo far al- 
“ low them neceflary Subfiftance, that even in & 
u neutral Territory they might juftly demand 
** and take Provifions, when for that Subfiftance 1 
** thofe who fumHh it are defended and preferv’cf 
“ from greater hoftile Damage and Danger : 

“ No Man can be ignorant that thofe Ciraim-' 
“ ftanees happen’d in this Cafe, and that, accor- 
“ ding to the Canons, Laws, and Reafon of 
“ State , the Clergy themfelves are oblig’d 1 , 

“ for maintaining Peace and Liberty, to flrartf 
** the common Burthens, elpeeially in that Pro- 
“ vince, where this antient Cuftom of eontribu- 
“ ting in common to the Military Expences hatf 
“ been always obferv’d, and where the Clergy 
** of Parma have fueh large Pofteffions, that" 

* more than a fourth Part of the whole Dutchy 
** is in their Hands. It ill became the Clergy 
“ therefore, who abound in all Affluence, while 
“ the reft of the People are indigent, to fhevf 
" themfelves fo tenacious of their Money j to 
J)a “ refufe. 
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“ rcfufe, tho’ earneftly folicited, by our Impe- 
“ rial Commiflioner, to part with a Penny, in 
“ concurrence with the Laity ; and to perfift re- 
“ fra&orily and obftinately in their Refolution, 
notwithftanding our laid Commiflioner gave 
tc an illuftrious Proof of Reverence for the Holy 
“ See, by inferting in the Agreement he con- 
“ eluded, that the Pope fhould have the Honour 
“ of giving his Confent to the Sums ilipulated 
“ for the common Neceflity and Benefit. 

“ Thefe, and many other Steps, which we 
“ carefully and juftly caus’d to be taken in the 
“ Proceedings on our Part, are fuch pregnant 
“ Inftances of our Equity, and of the lawful 
“ Exercife of our Imperial Office, that we are 
“ not able to comprehend from what Spring or 
“ Qaim of Right thofe violent Spiritual Cen- 
“ fures, exprefs’d in the foremention’d Peclara- 
“ tiori, were fo ralhly emitted. We did what 
“ our own Rights, and thofe of the Empire, re- 
“ quir’d of Us; and We did it in that Manner 
“which the Conftitutions and Ufages of the 
** Empire preferibe, and the lingular Regard, 
“ which, without any private Views, we bear 
“ towards the common Father of Chriftendom, 
“ and the Apoftolical See, feem’d to require j as 
“ is abundantly mahifeft, from the feverail ,Ne- 
“ gotiations of Cardinal Grimani , both for ob- 
taining the fuperfluous Aflent of the Pope, 
“ and reprefenting the Abufe of Ecclefiaftical 
Authority, fo haftily and injurioufly exer- 
“cis’d. 

- “ We fee Examples of the Court of Romes 
‘i Behaviour in the like Cafe, of Taxes and 
“ Contributions laid on the Clergy, and obferve 
“ them to carry themfelves in a very different 
, : . • -• “ Manner 


Digitized by CjOOqIc 



Cardinal Alberoni. yj 

** Manner towards our Enemies; tho”, as Dif- 
“ turbers of the common Liberty of Europe , 
“ they deferve no Favour ; and yet, to them, 
“ that Court do either immediately give their 
“ Aflent, tho* often againft common Juftice, or 
“ do fo indulge and connive at their Extortions, 
“ that the partial Animofity with which we are 
“ attack’d, in the Sight of all the World, with 
“ the utmoft Licenfe, and our own and the 
“ Empire’s Rights, by Speech, Printing, and 
“ open Fads, contefted, would long ago have 
“ excited Us to Ihew our Refentment, had not 
“ the innate Goodnefs of the Houfe of Auftria , 
“ and other Confiderations, with refpeft to Holy 
“ Church, prevented Us. And we would wil- 
“ lingly continue yet further to manifeft our Pa- 
“ tience, however provok’d from the Beginning 
“ of our Imperial Reign, were any longer For' 
“ bearance to vindicate our own Rights, and 
“ the Rights of the Empire, excufable, or could 
“ We in fo doing be juftified to God and to 
“ Pofterity. But now, being urg’d to the con- 
“ trary, by the Laws Divine and Humane, Right, 
“ Reafon, the Law of Nations, and other 
“ Principles of Juftice and Piety. 

“ Having all thefe for our Support, and be- 
“ ing mindful of the Capitulation to which we 
“ fwore, and of the Imperial Conftitutions ; ha- 
" ving alfo taken the Advice of our Privy-Coun- 
“ fellors, and of our whole Imperial Aulick 
“ Council, and alfo confulted foreign Theo- 
“ logifts, and Men (earn’d in the Canon and 
“ and Civil Laws ; in Defence of our own and 
“ the Empire’s Rights. 

“We declare, that the above inferted Deda- 
“ ration is void, null, and of no Efieft; and. 

D 3 “th 
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f* that the Excommunication therein exprefsM, 
w or any other of the like Nature, that is or 
can be pretended, ought to be deem'd invalid, 
“ there being no Grounds for it, becaufe it evi- 
** dently appears to have been, and to be de- 
** ficient of the Caufes requifite, namely, raor- 
“ tal Sin, Contumacy in a notorious Error, pre- 
** vious Citation of the Perfons concern'd, &c. 
“ and becaufe the Declaration of the Court of 
** Rome appears as evidently not to tend to the 
** Defence of the Lord’s Inheritance, but to the 
“ abfolute Ufurpation of the Imperial Rights 
**. over the Dutchies of Parma and Placentia. 

And forafmuch as ’tis the Opinion of the 
■ £ Holy Fathers and Councils, that the Cenfures 
** of the Church are not tremendous to thofe on 
“ whom, but to thofe by whom they are unjuftly 
infl idled, We leave it to Almighty God, the 
Judge of all Flefb, and Searcher of Hearts, 
ff and to every unbiafs’d Man, to weigh and 
" determine, what Judgment ought to be made 
**pf the Complaint of the Clergy, who Hop’d 
“ their Ears, when the Enemies of Us, and the 
** Sacred Roman Empire, did, in the Provinces 
“ of Germany and Italy, and even in the Pope’s 
*< Territories, opprefs at their Difcretion, and 
** barbaroufly mifufe the Minifters of God and 
“ the Church ; but rofe up with Outrage again ff 
“ Us, and the moft Serene and Potent Prince 
“ Charles III, King of Spain, againft the King- 
' dom of Naples, and the Duke of Savoy, as foon 
** as ever the Favour of Heaven fhone fo prof- 
“ peroufly on our juft Caufe, that Naples, with 
** the other Parts of opprefs’d Italy, and the 
** Spanijh Netherlands , were miraculoufly wref- 

‘‘ ted 
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“ ted out of the powerful Hands of our Ene- 
“ mies. 

“ Further, for the perpetual Memory of the 
“ Thing, we do by Virtue of thefe Presents 
“ declare, and moil effe&ually, fo far as is 
“ needful, proteil, that no Right whatever; 
“ much lefs .the dired and fupream Dominion 
** over Parma and Placentia, has been or can be 
“ yielded by Us to the Roman See ; but that on 
“ the contrary, we firmly referve and confirm to 
“ Ourfelves and the Sacred Roman Empire, in 
“ the bell Form and Manner, all and lingular 
“ the Supream Dominions, by whatever Name 
“ they are call’d, which, to the Prejudice of 
“ our Predeceflors and Us, have ever been, or 
** are now ufurp’d ; Annulling, aboliihing, caf- 
“ fing, all unlawful Poflefliops and Pretenfions,' 
“ except fuch as out of the Imperial Generoiity 
“ and Munificence have been exprefly transfer’d 
“ to the forefaid See ; and declaring them to be 
“ null, unjufl, and invalid, the more becaufe 
“ whatever has by any Colour of feparate Au- 
“ thority been publickly or privately taken from 
“ the Imperial Majelly, or could not be alie- 
“nat6d by -the Emperor himfelf without the 
** due Forms, does of courfe fall to the Ground. 

“ In like Manner we do moil folemnly and 
“ particularly deny the pretended Power of the 
“ Court of Rome over the Rights and Secular Ef- 
“ tates of a third Perfon, and which the Pontifical 
“Bulls prefume to exercife j feeing thofe Bulls are 
“ neither valid in this Refpeft, nor fo receiv’d, 
“ by whatever Names they are dignified j. and 
neither can nor ought to bind Us and the 
Roman Empire : Nor do We admit, or can 
D * “We 
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We allow any fuch Power in the foremen-* 
** tion’d Court, as that by which they attempt 
f< to cafs or annuli what We by Virtue of our 
** Imperial Office and Authority difpofe and 
(< ordain. Not doubting but the Diet of the 
u whole Empire, and all its Eleftors Princes, 
f( States, Vaflals and Subjeds, will adhere to 
w Us effectually with their Advice and Affif- 
<( tance, when the Exigency and Circumftances 
f( of Affairs require. 

“ Wp do again therefore, with a clear Mind, 
" and upon found and mature Advice, and in 
<( the Plenitude of our Imperial Power, by thefe 
“ Prefers publickly declare, contradid, aboliib, 
*■ cafs, and proteft all that is before fpecified, 
<c in the moft folemn Form and Manner poffible, 
** annulling and adjudging to be void and unjuft, 
<( whatever in the fore-recited Declaration,either 
^ in the Form or Matter of it, is exprels'd or may 
ft feem to be meajjt to the Prejudice of our own 
*■ Rights and thofe of the Sacred Roman Empire, 
H or even to the Prejudice of our Minifters, 
* f Commiffioners , Soldiers , or other Perfons 
“ whatfoever. 

f< Wc forbid likewife all and Angular Eccle- 
** fiaftical and Secular Vaifols, Minifters, and 
tf Subjeds of Us and the Empire, whether in 
“ the Territories of the Church, the Dutchies 
“ of Parma and Placentia, or elfewhere, on the 
rf Penalty of incurring the heavieft Indignation 
“ of Us and the Empire, Confilcation of Eftate, 
“• and corporal Puniihment, to have any regard 
“ in any Cafe to any thing contain’d in the fore- 
" foid Declaration promifing our Imperial 
P Protection and Clemency to the Faithful ant) 

• '• “ Obor 
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“ Obedient : And therefore we fhall inMue Man- 
“ ner warn the Duke of Parma , to acknowledge, 
“ with refpeft to Parma and Placentia , no other 
“ Dominion than that of Us and of the faid 
“ Ring of Spain our deareft Brother, as being 
“ the lawful Lords and PoflelTors refpe&ively of 
“ the Dutchy of Milan ; the rather becaufe ’tis 
“ evident on other Accounts that he is juftly 
“ bound to be refponfible to Us for our own and 
“ the Sacred Roman Empire’s Rights. 

“ Laftly, we befeech the Almighty and juft 
** God, to endue all Mankind with an ardent 
“ and fincere Love of honeft, faithful, and per- 
** petual Peace and Concord ; and to grant to 
“ Us his Grace, to enable Us to defend with 
“ Conftancy and Fortitude whatever belongs to 
“ Us and the Sacred Empire; acknowledging 
“ with moft humble Gratitude^ that whatever is 
“ Cafars came from the Divine Majefty ; and 
“ profefling by this publick Declaration, and 
“ repeated Proteftation and Refervation, re- 
“ lating to the Temporal Pofleffiorts and Rights 
“ of the Empire, that nothing can belong to 
“ any Perfon whatever, except what has been 
“ confirm’d to .them by the exprefs Confent of 
“ our Predecefl'ors and of the Empire ; and par- 
“ ticularly that no Perfon can rightfully have, 
“ claim, or aflume, any Supream Temporal 
“ Dominion belonging to the faid Empire. De- 
“ daring in the moft folemn, firm, and effe&ual 
“ Manner poflible , all and Angular Things, 
**. done or thought to be done to the contrary, 
“ to be void and null, now as then, then as 
f npw, and for ever; by Virtue of thefe Pre- 

“ feats, 
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“ fents, fbbfcrib’d with our own Hand, . and 
“ corroborated with our own Imperial Seal. 

Done in our City of Vienna the 1 6th Day of 
June in the tear of our Lord 1708, the 19th 
ef our Roman, the nfl of our Hungarian, 
and the 4 th of our Bohemian Reign. 

JOSEPHUS. 

(L. S.) Vt. Frid. Car. Count, de Schoenhom. 
By the exprefs Command of his Sacred Imperial Alajefiy. 

Fr. Win. de Bertram. 


It was thought proper to publifli the two 
Pieces above inferted, becaufe Recourfe mull 
be had to them hereafter for explaining the Sen- 
timents of Alberoni afid King Philip, when the 
Emperor offers the latter the Invelliture of the ' 
Dominions of Parma. We return to Alberoni. 

When the' Duke of Vendofm return’d to France , 
he took his dear Abbot along with him to 
Court, where his Character was well known be- 
fore. The Duke took the firft Opportunity to 
recommend him to the King, and excited the 
Monarch’s Curiofity to fee him. In a Word, 
Alberoni was introduc’d by his Patron to that 
Great Prince, who receiv’d him very graci- 
oufly. 

Marital Villeroy had no better Succefs in Flan- 
ders than in ItMy, yet his Misfortunes ferv’d 
only to make a greater Difcovery of his Molt 
Chriftiart Majefty’s high Efteem for him, and 
the perfe& Confidence he repos’d in him ; and 

thefe 
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thefe too feem’d to increafe more and more, which 
was as honourable for the Monarch as the Fa- 
vourite. The Duke of Vendofm being fent into 
the Netherlands, to command the Troops which 
were put into Diforder by their laft Defeat, and 
to re-eftablilh Things upon a good Footing, 
had need of all the Skill he was Mailer of ; and 
therefore refolv’d to gain as much Time as he 
could, being convinc’d that he ought to run no 
Rifque, and that he need only Encamp and 
, Decamp, in order to cover the Frontiers and 
baffle all the Deiigns of his Enemies. He got 
clear of all Dangers, and without receding from 
the Plan he had laid, the Campaign was ended, 
and the Duke of Vendofm was faid to have ac- 
quitted himfelf like an able General. 

The King, who was as generous to the Offi- 
cers whom Fortune frown’d on, as he was juft 
to thofe on whom (he fmil’d, gave the Duke 
of Vendofm fhining Marks of his Efteem and 
Good Will ; and his Highnefs was as ready to 
give Abbot Alberoni a ihare therein ; for he pre- 
sented him to the King, with a Recommenda- 
tion fuitable to the Efteem he had for him, fet- 
ting him forth as a Perfon of a fuperior Genius, 
and capable of the greateft Trulls; and he 
thought it was no Diminution, either of his 
own Honour, or of the Gratitude which the. 
King return’d him for his good Conduct, to con- 
Fefs that he ow’d his good Fortune to the ju- 
dicious Councils of his Dear Abbot ; which 11- 
luilrious Tcftimony of his Merit, paid by a 
Prince fo judicious and clear lighted, gain’d the 
Abbot the Efteem of that Monarch, who ge- 
hcroufly granted him a confiderable Penfion. 

Thus 
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Thus flood the Fortune of Abbot Alberoni to- 1 
wards the end of the Year 1707. Next Year 
he return’d into Flanders with his Patron ; but 
then was not the Time to affift him with his 
Councils, for the Duke of Vendofm had with 
him the Dukes of Burgundy and Berry, who 
would have all Things done as they lifted ; but 
the Campaign was io fatal to the Caule of the 
two Crowns, by the Lofs of Life, Bruges and 
Ghent ; the Retreat of the Duke of Bavaria 
from Bruffels ; the Excurfions of the Confederate 
Parties as far as the Frontiers of Picardy, where 
they fettled Contributions ; and laftly, by the 
Return of the Pretender from his unfuccefsful 
Attempt upon Scotland ; that the King of France 
began to be in eameft for a Peace, and for that 
purpofe lent one of his principal Minifters to 
the Hague, where were prefent the Minifters of 
all the Powers then at War againft France and 
Spain. 

During this Alheroni kept dole with the Duke 
of Vendofm, who retir’d to his Caftle of Anet, 
yielding his Poft in Flanders to the Marlhals de 
Vtllars and Boufflers, who, notwithftanding all 
their Bravery and Experience in the Art of War, 
were forc’d to leave to Prince Eugene and the 
Duke of Marlborough the Glory of this Campaign, 
which coft Fance the Lofs of the famous Battle 
of Blavet, and of the ftrong Towns of Tour- 
nay and Mans. 

King Philip, whofe Interefts his Grandfather 

J >retended laft Year to abandon, but rather to 
acrifice them 50 thofe of France, got the better 
in Catalonia, retook the Kingdoms of Valencid N 
and Arragon, and hem’d up all the Forces of tfie 
Archduke and his Allies in the Province of Ca- 

| talonia ; 
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talonia ; where he would have ftreighten’d them 
exceedingly, had it not been for M. Seijfatts De- 
fcent at Cette , fix Leagues from Agde. This 
Landing of the Enemy in a Province where nei- 
ther Englijh , Germans, nor Dutch, had been feen 
for many Ages, lpread a general Pannick j it 
being reported, that 4000 Men were landed, 
tho’ they were fcarce above 7 or 800. The In- 
tendant Bafville and the Duke of Roquelaure 
difpatch’d an Expreis immediately into Rouffil- 
Im to the Duke of Noailles, who arriv’d two 
Days after at Montpellier, and was follow’d next 
Day by a Detachment of 1000 Horfe, each 
carrying a Foot Soldier behind, while Troops 
advanc’d with great Diligence from other Parts 
to the Relief of Languedoc, which was univer- 
fally alarm’d. Upon this the Enemy’s General 
reimbark’d very filently, and put to Sea without 
the Lofs of a Man. This trifling Expedition 
was the Caufe of the Rout at Almenara ; for the 
Duke of Noailles being inform’d that the Ene- 
my’s Fleet threaten’d a Defcent, did not dare to 
ftir in RouJJillon ; and this gave King Charles an 
Opportunity to reinforce his Army, which was 
march’d in quell of King Philip's. This Prince 
attributing his ill Fortune to his Generals Want 
of Experience, fent the King his Grandfather 
an Account of the Defeat at Almenara , and de- 
fir’d him to fend him the Duke of Vendcfm. He 
loft another Battle three Weeks after, under the 
very Canon of Saragoffa ; which oblig’d him to 
fend again for the Duke of Vendojm ; to which 
the French King confented the fooner, becaufe 
the Conferences at Gertruydenberg being juft broke 
off, he was refolv’d to fuccour Spain efledually j 
and indeed, never had his Catholick Majefty. 

mor" 
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more need, for his whole Army was ruin’d by 
the Lofs of above 3000 kill’d, and near 6000 
Prifoners. The Allies improving their Vi&ory 
as much as poffible, advanc’d by great Marches 
towards the Heart of CafiiBe ; and King Philip 
being in no condition to oppofe them, fubmit- 
ted to his Fortune, which feem’d to delight iu 
perfecuting him : Therefore, after giving the 
necefiary Orders to carry off all he could from 
Madrid , and to reinforce his Army by Detach- 
ments from divers Places, as Efiremadura, Ga- 
licia , Andaloujia , RouffiHcn and Guietme , he aban- 
don’d Madrid, and retir’d with the Queen, the 
Royal Family and Councils, to Valladolid, where 
the Kings his Predecelfors had not refided for a 
long time. What a fad Sight was it to ' fee a 
Prince fo worthy to reign, and fo dear to his Peo- 
ple, forc’d to fly in Diforder, attended only by 
a few Loyal Subje&s, who facrific’d their All for 
a Partin his TroubIes*and Misfortunes ! 

King Philip had not left Madrid above a 
Week, but General Stanhope came and took Pof- 
feffion of the City for King Charles , who in a 
few Days after enter’d it in Triumph. In the 
mean time the Duke of Noailles arriv’d at Vpr- 
failles, where in a Grand Council he gave fuch 
a fad Account of the lamentable Condition of 


the King of Spains Affairs, as confirm’d the 
moft Chriftian King in his Refolution to fend 
his Grandfon a powerful Supply ; and accor- 
dingly 3 6 Batallions and 28 Squadrons were de- 
tach’d from the Army in Dauphiny for Spain, 
The Duke of Vendofm, who was appointed to 
fave that Kingdom, arriv’d at Valladolid, where * 
he found King Philip in the midft of many Difr 
couragements, but yet not defpaiiing. ’Tis fo 
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cafy to judge how well the Duke was receiv'd, 
that the Reader need not be told. 

As Toon as he undertook the Management of 
Afiairs, the whole Scene was chang’d at once. 
King Philip and noil of his Council were for 
drawing a great Detachment from the Army 
which the Marquefs de Bay commanded on the 
Frontiers of Portugal , to fupply thofe which 
were loft at the Battle of Saragoffa , and the 
Marquefs de Bay had already made a Motion 
towards Truxillo to facilitate the March of that 
Detachment. But the Duke of Vendofm was of 
another Opinion ; and wifely judging, that if 
the Portuguefe were not kept in Awe, the Army 
which was with King Charles at Madrid and To- 
ledo might be eafijy join’d by that in Eflrema- 
dura , he fen £ Orders tp the Marquefs de Bay to 
give the Portuguefe fo much Employment, chat 
they might have ReaXon to rejed the Solicita- 
tions of King Charles, and the Confederate MK- 
nifters, who were very urgent to be join’d by. 
their whole Army, or at leaft by a great De- 
tachment from it : But the wife Precaution of 
the Spanijb General was the Reafon-they could 
obtain neither the one nor the other j and' it 
may be faid, ’twas this firil Difpofition of the 
Duke de Vendofnt , that kept King Philip on the 
Tbfione > for during the time- which the- Allies' 
fpent in foliciting the King of Portugal , King* 
Philip’s Army was reinforc’d by Detachments 
from Navarre, Valencia , An agon, Biftay and 1 Rouf- 
film, and by the Militia, which were rais’d with, 
the utmoft Diligence. And now King Charles 
found himfelf too weak to go and attack this 
new. Army, which was adyantagioudy incamp’d, 
and commanded by a General who made all his 
I Glory 
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Glorv and Reputation to depend on retrieving 
the Affairs of a Prince, who did not deferve the 
ill Treatment he had met with from blind Foi>* 
tune. 

Abbot Alf>eroni naturally lov’d the Noife and 
Hurry of Arms and a Camp-Life, lb that he 
would certainly have taken this Occalion to fol- 
low the Duke of Vendofm to Spain, though his 
Attachment to the Perfon of his illuftrious Pa- 
tron had not drawn him. Fortune, who con- 
ducted him by degrees to that high Poft he is 
now arrived at, took care to make him pafs thro' 
the whole Study of Politicks : He learnt the 
Art of Negotiations under the Count Roncoveri 
at the Duke of Vendofm s ; and he made himfelf 
a compleat Proficient therein, by exercifing it 
himfelf afterwards, and joining to his Practice 
all the Reflections which a delicate and pene- 
trating Genius did not fail to fuggeft him upon 
all Occafions ; and becoming the Favourite of a 
Prince, as great by his Birth, as by his excellent 
Qualities, he learnt by Experience what fawn- 
ing Courtiers were capable of doing j how far 
by confequence a Minifter might give Ear to 
them ; and how much he ought to be on his 
Guard againft their pernicious Flattery : In a 
Word, under a valiant King, and under a Ge- 
neral of confuramate Experience, he inform’d 
himfelf of all Things relating to War, in what 
confifts the chief Qualification of a good Gene- 
ral, on what depends the Succefs of his Under- 
takings, which way to turn Events to the beft 
Advantage, how far Refentment ought to be 
carried againft a vanquifh’d Enemy, and how 
People, whofe Country happens to be the Seat 
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of War,- ought to be treated in order to engage 
them to continue faithful to. their Prir.ce. ■ 

The firft Succefs after the Duke of Vendcfiris 
Arrival in Spain was the' Retreat of King Charles 
and hisAUies, who quitted Madrid apdTvkdo 
to recover Catalonia : Tho’ that Prince was. fo 
little a white Mailer of the Capital of Cafti(/e t 
yet it was long enough in his Hands to convince 
him by fad.Experience,. that the Hearts ;of the 
People were for his Competitor, and that) if he 
had. not came as he did at,the Head of a . Tri- 
umphant Army, he would not in all Appearance, 
have had fo flattering a Reception. fcJeverthe- 
lefs he petfuaded himfelf, that the Arragonefe and 
thofe of the. Kingdom of Valencia would alter, 
their Sentiments in his Favour, but it was not. 
thought convenient to give him time to try their, 
Fidelity. 

Brihuega is. a fmall City of New Qafiilfe, i a 
Leagues from Madrid ;. which has no.Fortifica- 
tion. but a ftrong Wall and an old Caftle. The 
Confederate Army, which was divided into, fe- 
veral fmall Bodies, retir’d by fhort Marches to- 
wards Arragon, leaving General Stanhope at Bri- 
huega with eight Squadrons, and as many Batta- 
lions Englijh, as well to form a Rear-Guard, as 
to cover his Retreat. The Duke of Vchdoftn, 
who was with King Philip at Guadalaxara, five 
Leagues from Brihuega, being inform’d of this, 
put himfelf at the Head of a Detachment of 
Grenadiers and Cavalry, and march’d to block 
up the Englijh , while King Philip advanc’d with 
the reft of his Army, confiding of 3 a Batallions, 
and 80 Squadrons, as compleat and in as good 
Condition, as if they were juft come out of 
Winter-Quarters. This Army came up juft as 

£ the 
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the Duke of Vendofm was preparing to attack 
the Town, which he took Sword in Hand, not- 
withftanding the brave Refiftancc of General 
Stanhope, who difputed his Ground from Houfe 
to Houfe, and from one Street to another. The 
Garrifon had no fooner furrender’d Prifoners of 
War, but the Duke of Vendofm receiv’d certain;'.* 
Advices, that the Count de Staremberg was kmc • „ 
three Quarters of a League from Brihuega. 
This General being already arriv’d at Cifuentes * 
with all the Artillery, and hearing the Danger 
which the Englijb were in, hafted immediately 
to their Affiftance, but could not arrive foon 
enough j and what was worfe, could riot go 
back, for if he had attempted it, the Duke of 
Vendofin, who was infinitely fuperior in all Re- 
fpeds, would not have fuffer d him ,• therefore ma- 
king the beft of a bad Game, he rang’d his 
Army, corififtingof 36 Battalions and 30 Squa- 
drons into two Lines. The Valour and Intre- 
pidity of this Able General occasion'd the Battle 
of Villa Vtciofa , or rather Brihuega, in the fight 
of which Town it was fought. Both Sides pre- 
tended -to the Vi&ory, infomnch that ’tis faid 
of the Count de Staremberg , that he loft the Bat- 
tle without being beaten ; and of the Duke of 
Vendofin, that he gain’d a Vidory which coft 
more than a Defeat. Be that as it will, the Al- 
lies retir’d, and continued their Rout towards 
Arragen, where they did not ftay long ; while 
the Prifoners taken at Brihuega were carried jto 
moft of the Towns in the Hands of King, 
Philip. 

■ White the Duke of Vendofm was thus happily 
retrieving King Philip's Affairs, he did not leave 
Abbot AJberm altogether unemploy’d ; for know- 
ing 
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ing his Talent of Infinuation and Petrfiafion, he 
fent him to the feveral Cities of theJRingdonis 
of Valencia and Arragon , to fift the Difpofitions 
of the People* and to confirm thofe in their Loy- 
alty whom he found to be watering : Alberoni 
difcharg’d his Commiffion fo well, as fully an- 
fwer’d the Duke’s Wifhes ; for it muft be own’d 1 * 
that ’twas to his cunning Insinuations, to' his 
nice Inquiries, and to his preffing Solicitations* 
that King Philip owes the Prefervation of part 
of Arragon and the Kingdom of Valencia , wher<5 
King Charles had fo many Emiflaries, who us’d all 
Ways and Means to incline the Inhabitants (who 
are naturally changeable and fond of new Maf* 
ters) to a Revolt, that he would undoubtedly 
have made a fatal Breach in the Duke of Ven* 
dofnts Defigns. 

The Duke had gain’d fuch a large Share of 
King Philip's Efteem and Confidence, that he 
had the chief Sway at his Court from the firft 
Moment he arriv’d there; every thing was regu-* 
Iated by his Counfels, and Employs were diftri- 
buted at his Recommendation. The Princeft 
of Urfinesy an imperious Favourite, if ever there 
was one fn the World, could not bear to fee 
her Authority- in the Hands of another Perfon* 
Whom Che treated as a Stranger, and whenever 
the Duke of Vendofm came to Court, fhe had 
fome Indifpofition at Command, which ferv’d as 
a Colour for her Abfence : And the Duke on 
the other hand confidering* that his Services had 
juftly recommended him to the Preference, tho* 
he had not deferv’d it by his Birth and Rank* 
treated her with Indifference* and did not fcruple 
to fay of her* That he thought it firange, the AT 

E a 'vice 
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•vice of a Woman Jhould be taken in, Affairs which it 
4'iff not belong to a Woman to know. 

This Mifunderflanding was alio to the Ad- 
vantage of Abbot Alberoni ; for the Duke his 
Mailer having Occafion for a Perfon whom he 
could confide in at Court, he introduc’d him 
there feveral times, gave him fome Commiffions 
.whiff/ made him known to the King, and like 
a generous Patron never fail’d to boafl to his 
Majeily of the Services his Favourite had done 
the Government upon all Occafions. 

, fortune, who fports with .Mankind, was 
pleas’d in an Inflant to change the Scepe of Af- 
fairs, by laying tyvo Princes in yhe : Dull, on 
whofe Lives the whole feem’d hitherto to de- 
pend. The Small Pox carry’d off the Dauphin 
and the Emperor Jcfepb almofl at one and the 
feme time. The Death of the latter would in 
all probability difarm the. Enemies of King 
Philip , whofe Pretence for taking up Arms, 
and difputing the Monarchy of Spain yvirh him, 
was the Fear of Exorbitant power, if the two 
Crpwns of France and Spain fhould ever come, 
to be united on one Head. . , 

The Reunion of the Spanijb Monarchy to the.. 
Hereditary Countries of Germany , to which King; 
Charles now became Succefl'or, added to the, 
Imperial Crown, which had been fo long as it, 
were annex’d to the Houfe of Aufiria , and which, 
feem’d infeparable from it, as Affairs now flood, 
without caufing greater Troubles ; this Reunion,, 
I fay, gave Birth to another Fear almofl equaL 
to the Apprehenfion which the Notion of a Re- 
union of the Kingdoms of France and Spain had 
paus’d over all Europe, and put the feveral Po- 
tentates upon ferious Reflections. In the mean 

time 
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time the ticklifh Conj.nfture of Affairs did not 
permit the Election of a new Emperour to be 
delay’d ; and this laft Confederation was fo im- 
portant, that it prevail’d over all Inconveni- 
ences in the Way, which were then propos’d to 
be remedied afterward. All the Allies therefore 
jointly prefs’d for an Election. 

Charles VI, the only furviving Prince of the 
Augufl Houfe of Aufiria , was chofe unanimoufiy, 
and forthwith invited by the Ele&crs and tne 
whole Empire to come and take Pofl'eflion of 
the Imperial Crown, which he did accordingly. 

Queen Anne was one of the hr ft who enter’d 
into thefe Views ; and it appears, by what that 
Princefs did afterwards, that {he was fo forward 
to concur with the States General of the Uni- 
ted Provinces, in prefling the Election of King 
Charles to the Imperial Crown, for no other 
End, but becatife there would be then juft Rca- 
fons for concluding a-War, which had already 
lafted too long, and coft England and their 
High Mightineffes fo much Rood and Treafure. 
The Court oF France^ always careful to improve 
every the leaft Opportunity, was not wanting 
in this j {he fent out all her Emiflaries, and fa- 
crihced the little ready Cafe fhe had left, to give 
a mortal Stab to the grand Alliance: She Suc- 
ceeded accordingly, and Mr. Menager, tho’ no 
more than a Deputy of Commerce, deferv’d the 
Title of the Count of St. John. • 

- This Revolucidn, no lefs aftonifhing than fud- 
den, chang’d the Face of Affairs in England all 
at once ; for the Tories getting uppermoft, kept 
no Mcafures, but turn’d the Whigs, their Anta- 
gonifts, out of all their Places, and found fault 
with every thing they did. Then they began to 
1 E 3 talk 
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falk openly of Peace ; and Meflieurs Meyager 
and Prior appear’d with Luftre on the Theatre 
of Negotiation : In a word. Queen Atme en- 
ter’d into all the Views of France , fubferib’d alf 
her Preliminaries ; and tho* two Years before 
ihe broke off the Negotiations for a Peace, ber 
caufe the King of France wpuld not take upon 
himfelf to expel his Grandfon from Spain, (he now 
confented, without the leaft Difficulty, to leaye 
that Prince in quiet Pofleffion of his Crown, 
after (he had intended to dethrone him ; and to 
ftop the Mouths of all her Allies, (he was far 
tisfy’d with that Princes Renunciation of the 
Dominions of France. 

This was the Plan upon which all the Confede- 
rates did at laft agree, tho’ not without Regret, 
to fend their Plenipotentiaries to Utrecht , which 
the Queen had chofe for the Place of Congrefs. 
The Minifters, even of King Philip, were ad- 
mitted there after fome Difficulties, which were 
pbjefted only for Form fake, and to give Time 
to thofe of France and England, to regulate mod 
of the Articles, relating to their Monarch. 

During thefe Negotiations, the War was car? 
ry’d on with Vigour on all Sides. The Duke 
jpf Vendofm being inform’d, by the French Court, 
of all that was to be 'done it Utrecht, took aU pof- 
jfible Care to improve the good Difpofitions of 
the Englijh ‘ Miniftry, who very frankly abanr 
don’d the Affairs of Catalonia. : Abbot Adherent, 
who never left the Duke, was privy to, and had 
a hand in alf Affairs ; and ’tis even reported, 
that ’twas he who inclin’d his Highnefs to make 
Peace with the Princefs of Urfincs. But be that as 
it wilj, the intriguing Princefs fhew’d the Abbot 

fome Marks of her Efteero, either with a view 
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of managing him* becaufe of the Influence 
which he had over the Duke of Vendofm ; or, 
knowing the Extent of his Genius and Capa- 
city for the greateft Affairs, to make ufe of 
him in fome intricate Cafes. 

Notwithftanding Alberoni feem’d to be fo 
much in Favour, even with King Philip, that he 
gave him a very handfom Penfion, he had not 
Intereft enough to hinder the Duke of Parma , 
his Sovereign being included in a Decree, 
which his Catholic Majefty caus’d to be pub- 
lifh’d againft the Republics of Venice, Genoa , 
and Lucca, who, as well as the Duke of Parma , 
had, by folemn Embaffies, own’d the new Em- 
peror as King of Spain-, King Philip, by this 
Decree, forbad all Commerce with their Do- 
minions, and order’d their Minifters to retire. 
The Decree was notify ’d to the Refidents of 
thofe Powers at his Catholic Majefty’s Court, 
with Orders to depart without Delay. Never- 
thelefs Abbot Alberoni, without being in the 
leaft difmay’d, undertook to plead the Caufe of 
the Duke of Parma ,v he fkew’d the King that 
itho’ the Duke of Parma's Fault was equal to 
jthat of the Republic’s, in one Senfe, yet it did 
not deferve the fame Punifliraent ; that the Pro- 
ceedings of the Commonwealths were the 
more blameable, becaufe they had net the leaft 
Dependance on the Empire ; and that they 
made fuch a Figure in Italy, that they needed 
not to fear the new Empfror’s Refentment, be- 
caufe the other Allies, if call’d upon, would 
always proteft them from his Indignation ; but 
that the Duke of Partita was fcarce his own 
Mafter that the Empire form’d Pretentions 
pf>oa his Dominions j that it was well known he 
E 4 was 
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was nqt in a Condition, at prefent, to make 
Refiftance ; that he was furrounded by German 
Troops which threaten'd him on all Sides* 
and laugh’d at his Protections, his Recourfe to 
the Holy See, and .even the Thunder of the 
Vatican ; and laftly, that if his Majefty would 
pleaie only to call to Mind what were the 
Duke's Difpofitions, and what he did while the 
Armies of France were in Italy, he would be 
convinc’d, that if the . Duke, had not. been com- 
pell’d by a Superior Force, he would never have 
taken fuch a Step. Thefe Reafons were lb 
well approv'd* that the Marquefs of CaraiUi , 
the Envoy of Parma , was permitted to remain 
at Court, tho’ without a Character. 

The Duke of Vendofm wifely judging, that if, 
during the Negotiations, at Utrecht , a Blow 
Ihould be /truck in Catalonia which might weak- 
en the Power of King; Charles , the fame wou'd- 
not fail to have a great Influence on whatever 
fliould be concluded there (Utretch) jp relation 
to King Philip ; undertook the Siege of Cardona , 
a little, but ftrong Town, lituate near the Cen- 
tre of Catalonia, id Leagues from Barcelona 
and 14, from lerragona. He took the i Town 
with eafe, but the Caitle making m.ore .Relif- 
tance, the Count de. Staremberg had Time to 
come to its Relief j and made his D/fpofitionp 
with fo much Prudence and fo a- propos, that 
he oblig’d the Count 4 ? Muret, who. commanded 
at the Silge, to retire from the Place, leaving 
behind him 2000 of Jus. Men with all their Ar- 
tillery. ; ; , r 

This bad Succefs put an end to- the Cam- 
paign, and was; defely folio w’d/by feveral 
Events, which tho’ very remarkable^ we mall 

.v only 
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only hint at them, becaufe our Abbot had no 
hand in ’em. Of this kind were the Occur- 
rences of the Campaign of 1712 in the Low- 
Countries. All Europe was aftonifh’d at the Con- 
dud of the Englijb General who fucceededthe 
Duke of Marlborough ; and the moil refin’d Po- 
liticians confefs’d their Ignorance when they 
heard of the Retreat of the Englijb Troops, ana 
their abandoning the Confederate Army, who 
were in a Condition to have carried the Alarm 
to the very Gates of Ver failles in that fame Cam- 
paign ; but Queen Anne, or rather her Council, 
was of Opinion, that fuch Hoftilities would do 
more harm than good in that Jundure, and in 
their prefent Views. That Retreat, which will 
fcarce be credited by fuch as fixall read the Hif- 
tory of this long and bloody War, was follow- 
ed with the Rout at Demin , and the railing the 
Siege of Landrecy, all which did fo raife the 
dejcded Spirits of the Court of France , that her 
Plenipotentiaries at Utrecht began to be lefs 
tradable than they feem’d at firft. 

The Deaths of the Duke of Burgundy , the 
new Dauphin, of his Spoufe, and of his eldeft 
Son ; and the Danger in which was his fecond, 
the young Duke of Anjou , were Events which 
were the Caufe of as much Mourning and Afflic- 
tion in France , as the Affair of Denain admi- 
niffer’d Joy. Abbot Alberoni happen’d to be at 
Madrid with the Duke of Vendofm , when this fad 
News was brought thither. The Queen was moft 
(enfibly afflided for the Death of the Dauphi- 
ntfs her Siller, and the King alfo gave publick 
D'-monflrations how much he regretted the 
Lofs of fo worthy a Brother, from whom the 
whole French Nation expeded all their future 

Hap- 
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Happinefs ; and without Iofs of Time his Ma- 
jefty held a Cabinet Council, to consider what 
was fit to be done in fo nice and important a 
Conjun&ure. He was requir’d to renounce, in 
the ftrongeft and moft folemn Form, all his 
Rights to the Crown of France for himfelf and 
his Defcendants ,* and provided he would do 
this, fuch of the Allies as a£ted in Concert 
with France after the Death of the Emperor y*~ 
fepby would let him remain in peaceable Pofleffion 
of Spain and the Indies, and offer’d to pwn him in 
that Quality. His Majefty well knew that he 
was belov’d by moft of the Spaniards ; bu^ he 
faw alfo on the other hand, that a great Nunn 
her of the Grandees follow’d the Intereft of his 
Rival ; and that he Ihould be oblig’d to treat 
Cities, Provinces, and entire Kingdoms with 
the greateft Severity, to make them return to 
their Duty ; laftly, he was fenfible of the Dif- 
ference between ruling Frenchmen and Spaniards. 
Befides this, he confider’d that he might leave 
Spain to his Eldeft Son ; and that after having 
form’d him a Council of Regency, he might go 
and enjoy all his Rights in the Crown of France . 
The Duke of Vendofm and M. le Bonac were 
die only Perfons whom the King call’d to his 
Cabinet to confult, which of the two Crowns 
he Ihould chufe : At laft he came to a final Re- 
folution ; and his Love to his Native Country 
prevail’d over all the Obligations which he 
ow’d to the Spaniards , who had facrificed their 
Lives and Fortunes to maintain him on the 
Throne, upon which he had fo often totter’d ; 
but News arriving on a fudden of the Recovery 
of the young Duke of Anjou, oblig’d the Court 

to 
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po think of other Things than of his Succeffion 
to the Crown of France. 

Then it was thought neceffary to enable his 
Majefty to aft offenfively ; but upon Affurances 
from the Court of France , that the Queen of 
England had engag’d to procure the Evacuation 
of Catalonia, , it was refolv’d to aft only on the 
Defenfive, and to hinder the Enemy from 
making any Progreft. The Duke of Vendofnt , 
whom the late Changes at the French Court had 
/detain’d at Madrid longer than ufual, let out at 
length to difpofe all Things for opening the 
Campaign j but before he went, the King,, as 
if he had forefeen that Death would quickly de- 
prive him bf the Opportunity of rewarding aU 
the Services of this Great General, invented a 
very extraordinary Method to fhew him his ut- 
mpft Acknowledgments ; and this was by de- 
claring him a Prince of the Blood, and admit- 
ting him to all the Honours thereof. This De- 
claration was made with public Ceremony, and 
the Duke of Vendofm was accordingly put in 
Pofl'e^Eon of die firft Rank. Then he took 
Leave of the Court to the great Satisfaftion of 
feVeral Perfons, whofe Authority he had been a 
great Check to. Abbot Alberoni, who never 
left him, arriv ? d with him in the Kingdom of 
Valentia, where Providence decreed to put an 
end to the Glorious Career of this Noble Per- 
fooage, who was great Grandfon to Henry the 
Great, and the lau of that Illullrious Family j 
for he left no Children by the Princefs of Conde t 
whom he marry ? d before he fet out for Spain. 
He dy ? d at Vinaros the i ith of June 171*, uni- 
verfally regretted by the Officers and Soldiers 
pf both Nations, but efpecially by Abbot Al- 
beroni 
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beroni his trufty Favourite, in whole Hands he 
repos’d hisjaft Will and Teftamenr, fetch’d his 
laft Breath in his Arms; and paid him his laft 
Devoirs, with a Sorrow that may be more ea- 
fily imagin’d, than.1 am able to defcribe. This 
was the firft Shock that Alberoni had met with, 
after Fortune had taken delight to carefs him, 
and therefore ’tis no wonder that it deeply af- 
fected him. By this Fatal Stroke he faw all 
thofe Hopes, which he thought could not be 
better eftablifh’d, untwifted in a Moment. Yet, 
without fufiering his Courage to be caft down, 
he form’d divers Projects, without keeping to one ; 
but being Matter of all his Patrons Secrets, he 
rcfolv’d to make the beft of ’em ; and the belt 
Expedient he could think of, was to make his 
Court thereby to the King of France. There- 
fore he took Pott and went directly to Ver failles, 
to give the King an Account how the Duke of 
Vhtdofm had left his Affairs, of the Projects he 
had form'd, and the Meafures he had taken to 
fucceed. The gracious Reception he met with 
from that Great Prince, gave him Hopes of En- 
couragement, and confirm’d him in the Opi- 
nion he had long entertain’d, that the Duke of 
Vendofm had always fpoken well of him to the 
King. The Dutchefs Dowager of Vendofm was 
alfo highly pleas’d to fee the intimate Friend 
of one who was fo dear to her ; and as he had 
given it in Charge to Alberoni , to pay her his 
laft Farewel, the Dutchefs alfur’d him, that he 
/hould always find as good a Friend in her, as 
he had met with in the Duke her Husband; 
The Satisfa&ion which the King was pleas’d to 
exprefs in Abbot Alberoni s ConduCt, and the 
obliging Manner with which. he receiv’d him. 
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did at the fame time increafe the Number of 
his Friends, as is the way of all Courts; and 
thofe who went to take their Leaves of him be- 
fore he went for Spain , crowded again to his 
Levee, to allure him of the Continuance of their 
Friendlhip, and. of their Readinefs to ferve him 
upon all Occafions. 

. Alberoni being always moll inviolably attach’d 
to the Intereft of that Prince whofe Subject he 
was by Birth, he did not fail to give the Duke 
of Parma an Account of the State of his Af-, 
fairs in Spain, and of the Difpofitions which he 
left the Court in towards him. His Report, 
and his own Sentiments on that Head were 
the better recefv* d by the Duke his Mailer, be- 
caufe the Marquefs Carailli had not fail’d to in- 
form the Court of Parma, that the Indulgence, 
lhew’d him by the Court of Madrid in revoking 
the Order which had been lignified to him^s well 
as the Envoys of Genoa and Venice , tooepart, 
his Ma/elty’s Dominions, was to be attributed, 
to the InCances and Negotiations of Abbot AI-, 
beroni. The Duke of Parma being perfwaded 
of Alberoni s Influence over the Perfons who. 
had moll frequent Accefs to King Philip, and 
over his Majeity too, after the Duke of Ven- 
dofm had. made him known to him in fuch a 
Way, as could not but render him mpll agree- 
able to his Majelly, was relblv’d to fenia the i 
Abbot to Spain, and to commit the Care of hi$ : 
Interells to him, a Commiffion which no other. 
Perfon could diicharge better than he. 

While the Duke took this into Conlidera- 
tion, the Duke of OJfuna was arriv’d at Paris, 
and preparing to fet out for the Congrefs at, 
Utrecht on the Part of King Philip ; tho' there 
\ was 
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was not the leaft Neceffity for that Minifter’s 
being at the Debates, fince the Britifb Miniflry 
and the Coart of France, after long and fecret 
Negotiations, had already fettled the Interefts 
of King Philip, to whom the Britifh Miniftry 
was fo gracious and complailant, that they did 
as it were force the Court of Vienna to confent 
to the Treaty for the Evacuation of Catalonia ; 
which was concerted between the Courts of 
Madrid, Verfailles and London : So that the Duke 
of Offtma, and his Colleague the Marquels dt 
Montekone had fcarce any Bufinefs at Utrecht, but 
to laugh in their Sleeves at the Conferences of 
the French and Englijh Plenipotentiaries, to fign 
the Treaties, and to fcatter the Metal of Peru. 

Alberoni , who was not out of the Secret, 
would have been extremely fond of this Oppor- 
tunity to He this Congrefs, and to get an Acquain- 
tance %ith fo many illuftrious Politicians, as 
compos’d it. He was known to the Duke of 
Ojfuna, and might eafily have obtain’d this Fa- 
vour of hint, but he was oblig’d to wait the 
Orders of his Mafter the Duke of Parma, which 
at length he receiv’d, and faw with Pleafore, 
that he was oblig’d by his Commiflion to return 
to the Country whither Fortune call’d him. In 
the mean time the Peace of Utrecht was con- 
cluded ; whereby Spain and the Indies were to 
remain to King Philip, upon his figning an Au- 
thentick Renunciation, drawn up in the moft 
folemn Form, of all his Rights and Pretenlions 
to the Crown of prance, both for himfelf and hi# 
Defcendants for ever. 

Thus an End was put to that bloody Waf, 
which the Allies enter’d into with no ©the# 
View but to keep the Crown of France from- 
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being ever fee upon that Prince’s Head, and 
which they had carried on, during twelve Years; 
with an amazing Series of happy Succeffes, 
Vi&ories, and Conquefts on all Sicks. The on- 
ly Courts, which could not be reconcil’d, were 
thole of Vienna and Madrid ; but to extinguilh 
the Flame of War betwixt them as much as 
poffible, a Treaty was agreed on for the Eva- 
cuation of Catalonia ; whereby the Emperor 
oblig’d himfelf to lend home the Emprefs and 
all the Troops he had beyond Sea, and to de- 
liver up that Principality, with the Kingdom 
of Majorca and the Ifle of Tvica, to King Philip. 
The Queen of England and the King of Frame 
were Guarantees of its Execution ; and the Em- 
peror, with whole Minifters the whole was con- 
certed, tho’ fecretly, ratify ’d it after lome Ob- 
jections made for Form fake. This being done* 
the Treaty was immediately fent to Barcelona , 
where the English Admiral was to lee it put in 
Execution, which is a Point not neceflary for us 
to inquire into here ; and as it would be 
alfo too great a Digreflion, we refer the Exa- 
mination of it to the mod leading Men in both 
Nations. 

While the Annies and Fleets of France and 
Spain were preparing to reduce the Catalans to 
the Obedience of King Philip, the whole King- 
dom of Spain was all on a fudden plunged in the 
deepeft Sorrow, for a Lofs which Ibe then thought 
could never be fufficiently repair’d. 

It was now twelve Years and half that King 
Philip had been marry’d to his Queen, Marin 
Louifa Gabriela, Prirtcefs of Savoy, and Daughter 
of his Royal Highnefs the Duke. The Reign 
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of this Princefs had been one continual Series of 
Troubles, which gave her inexpreffible Anxiety, 
and which fee neverrhelefs conceal’d from the 
Public, with a Greatnefs of Soul above her Sex ; 
but humane Nature fuffer’d all the while, which 
render’d her Conftitution very fickly, and flje 
contraded a languifliing Diflemper, which 
brought her to her Death Bed the 14th of 
February 17x5, at the Age of 25 Years and 
half. 

By the Troubles that happen’d while Ihe was 
upon the Throne of Spain, fee was twice oblig’d 
to abandon her Royal Palace, and the Capital 
of her Kingdom, to roam in fome diftant Pro- 
vince; fee had the Mortification to fee the 
Duke of Savoy, her Father, join with thofe that 
were Enemies to her tottering Crown ; fee was. 
continually regretting the Abfence of the King 
her illuftrious Confort, who expos’d himfelf at 
the Head of his Armies to the fame Dangers 
as private Soldiers ; neverthelefs it muft be faid, 
that being hearten’d and afeiled by the com- 
fortable and wife Councils of her dear Favou- 
rite the Princefs of Urfines, fee aione contributed, 
more than any Body, to raife the Spirits of her 
Subjects, which droop’d at the leaft ill Afped 
of Fortune, to keep the Government in Order,, 
and to revive the Zeal and Loyalty of the;' 
People. She had a certain Tendemefs, which 
was very natural and general, for all Perfons of 
her own Nation, and readily proteded them; 
fo that we are not to wonder that fee confer’d 
Marks of her Efteem upon Abbot Albeironi \ 
who had been fuch an entire Favourite with the 
Duke of Vendofm , as could not but diftinguife 
him from a vaft Number of Quacks, who have 

no, 
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no Introducer but a brazen Forehead, and com- 
monly no Qualifications, bgt a great Stock of* 
Impudeucet and Ignoranqe. 

Alberoni, .who .knew all the great Qualities of 
that Illuftrious Princefs to Perfection, fincerely la- 
mented her Lofs ; but like a skilful Politician;, 
who fails not to find his Advantage in the leaft 
Events, he loon thought how to make a good 
life of this. ; The firft Impreffions are generally 
the ftrongeft and the moft difficult to be defac’d.; 
lo the firft Negotiations, in which Abbot A/- 1 
beroni had . been eipplQy’d , were againft the 
Houfe of Auftria, in Favour of Spain - y and the 
Antipathy which he then conceiv’d againft that 
potent Fatuity, increas’d in proportion, as the 
Intereft^of Spain, became dearer to him,' and, in- 
fenfibly turn’d into a lort of Hatred, which di- 
rected all his Thoughts; Defigns and Views. 

The' Age and Conftitution of the Royal 
Widower, together with the State of his Affairs, 
nude it very reafonable to believe that he coiild 
not ftay long without a lecond Match. 'Ami. 
rent being tndnft.rio.us. to embarrals the Houle of 
Aujlria, and td aggrandize the Duke of Parma , 
his Maftet; imagin’d: that an Alliance between 
King Philip and tfie Farntfe Family, would fur- 
niCh-his Catholic Majefty with one Opportuni- 
ty more tp revive; and even to imptpve thole 
Rights, ; which Endeavours were us’d to ftrip 
him of, by the Peace of Utrecht, and the Treaty 
of Evacuation and neutrality. Fortune, oc 
rather ; Proyhjence, infpir’d him with this 
Thought, , which, when put in Execution, was 
to raife him to the higheft pitch of humane 
Grandeur. He firft laid down all the Confe- 
rences, and /pent feveral Days to. dioell the 
F Plan 
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Plan of ah Affair fo important, in which any 
other, belides himfelf, Wonld have found jnfu- 
perable Difficulties. In fhort, the Queen dy- 
ing at a time when there was only one Life, 
and that a fickly Infant, which kept the King 
of Spain from ftepping into the Throne of 
France, ' Kihg .pbtiip V faetn’d oblig’d, by good , 
Politics, to court no Alliances, but fuch as 
might bring him again in view of a Crown, 
which he had been oblig’d in the moft folemn 
manner to renounce. On the other hand, the 
fame good Politics preferib’d the Plan of another 
Match, which, by procuring a Peace, would 
have confirm’d the King on his Throne, and 
reftor’d an inviolable Tranquility to his Domi- 
nions. - This Alliance might have been contract 
ted, evfcri' with the Houft of Aufiria, by the 
King^s marrying the fcldeft of the Archdutchefles, 
Daughters to the Emperor Leopold ; and it may 
juftly be faid in this Cafe, that the Pope, who 
was ever fo ftrongly attach’d to the Inttreft of 
the two Crowns , wife abandon’d by his good 
Genius, iihee he was mefe efptcially concern’d 
to think of To happy an Expedient as this, from 
which he Wou’d have reap’d one of the greateft 
Advantages; for Italy would not have become 
the Seat: ‘of War; ^aVy'Woaldj from that very 
Inftant, have return'd- to the Obedience of 
Spain y fo that he Would not have had the 
Trouble of being oblig’d to fend forth the eer- 
ribleThulidtr of the Vatican againft the Sicilians ; 
and, in a 'Word, he would have been certain of 
the grateful Returns of two Houfes, which he 
would not only have reconcil’d, but even dofe- 
ly united, after having taken care of their com- 
mon- lute reft s. The King of Portugal^ whom it 

fo 
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To much concerns to be at good Terms with 
Spain, efpeciady when, the tetter is at Peace*, 
would certainty have been the Mediator of the 
faid Alliance; becaufe if a Sifter of fete Queen 
Coofort ihould come to fit. on the Throne of 
Spam, it could , not but knit tty? Ties of aftridt 
Alliance between the two States mote .ftrqngly 
than ever. • 

vi/ftawa. dreaded nothing To much, as tq hear 
of thefe Thoughts entring into the Head> either , 
of the Holy Father* or the King pf Pvttugal; 
o«t, indeed* any. other Power, who wquld not 
have fail’d to play all the fecjfet Springs ufual in 
the like Cafes, for the Succefs of a Prpje#, the 
Confequenees of which would have bqen, ib ad- 
vantageous, not only to the Princes concern’d, 
but alfa to all Eaxope. He fiill discover’d an 
Obllacle, which natoratty feem’d to hhn infor- 
mountablc, and that was the Princefs of Urfux^ 
This haughty Woman, the dtftingwih’4 Favou- 
rite of the late Queen andKtftg, few her Power . 
fo increas’d after the Death of hoc. hfeftr? fs, that; 
fee thought nothing but cbeThtone above, her. 
The King declar’d her Governcfs of the Princes, — 
^ he r Children, which gave her an Opportunity 
to fee the King every Day ; and fee endeavour’d, 
to mitigate ,his Sorrow with ah the Addrefe 
natural to Betfous of her Sex -and Nation; this 
oocafion’d a Report,, that lifting her ambitious 
Views tq the Throne, fee accommodated hen* 
felf artfully to the King’s Temper, and omitted 
nothing, that fee might mfenfiWy gain her 
Point; Aikrvtd was one of the Heft that per- 
ceiv’d it, and look’d open her, from that very 
Ioftaot, as the great eft Cheek to his Pefigns. 

• fi». A% 
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"After having nwde att thefe Reflexions, and. 
ednfider’d his ftojedt iniall' its V iews, 4*6 impar- 
ted it tb thd'Dnke >©f * Pam* h#sMafter,> Who, 

^s rtray eifily be imagin'd, readily gave into it. 
But-' after- feme "Reflexions* be ^perocdvM.-ati - 
the IntoAvefliencie? of this Alliance* and the 
Troubles which it wcftild undoubtedly raife, -and . 
therefore refolv’d to keep the Affair clofe in his 
Breaft, fince it was only 'known to him and the 
Abbot Alberoni. . i‘ 

■ Cardinal Gindin, ’then Grand- InqUifftor of 
Splthty -rt as at the Head of all Affairs the JCing 
relying upoii his Abilities, 'did nqthihg but by 
his Advice ; and he feem’d to be the.fifftlikely 
Perfon 1 in the World whom Alberom fhouJd make 
bis Court to for ftcuringthe Succefs of his Pr<0" 
j'dft. N&verthelefs it was refolv'di that he fhoiftd 
know 'nothing of the blatter, tin they could not 
hide it from him-aiy longer ; bttciufc, .as.hc had 
been alWays moft'intimkte with the Priocefs of 
Urfmes; it was to be -fcar’d, left t)kjn fhorild unite 
toefofs an ' Aftair, the i <Sa ccefs. . of -which': would 
bd-ttb 3 ^^ foftheirdAtereft; becau&^as they 
werfr Acquainted kvlth/the KingVhatucal Tem- 
per, ft* thOy weft not ignorant^ that to get him 
ahotHht Wife, eifteefelly^fiich arotp-as the Prinr 
cefs ;: of v Pt&buis- sWiwte 'Judgmenti, -Vivacity, 
Knowledge of kfitth^ and totherenainent Qua- 
lities^ -they v«ry?wdf knew,, was: tb get them a 
KJHhrtfft’qf Ufiderftandihjg, whoifflight, perhaps, 
ate^ffi^^ConditjOft. 1 si ~vj Oj V'l'iirr- 
1 ^arSirftl AtiftUHtQa} bjf rthe>Nobk*iFajj#ily , of 
die' Drtkes of Awh in. the-- Kingdom -dS ^Naples, 
vfastfierfrat £»#«?, 3 taking’ dattoadflriae Jnterefts. 
of rhe'Crovta -ofttS^toerptn; hinr. thej^rt^oughti 
ftfe^taight be frank, and Alberoni jointly with 

the . ; 
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the Duke did; accordingly : impart their Defign to 
him, ,and infinuated to. hin^ -at the fame time, 
how glorious it would jbe for him to- contribute 
to the.Suecefs.of an Affair ;of fuch. Importance. 
They fouqdiiis Eminency in tho Difpofitxons 
they wiftdd for, and he .wrote to the; Duke and 
Ids Agent : thie Abbot* Aiberm, what were his 
Sentiments of .the Affair,! and which way 'he 
•thought would be theibeft to;!proceed; :»f. • 

Thd Farmfr Family/ deriving its Origin friaft , 
one. of the Sovereign- : Pont iffs,the Popes., have 
always , lov’d them w«tb,. au AffeCtfon.r 3 t)ruly 
paternal jlfo.thar it. was natural to imaging rate 
Holy i Father owould not feflrtr approve^*- a 
Match ; bepitoixc; that; Eamilyo and a -Grdwu’d 
.Head, -Whofe Jnterefts had ever . been idearet to 
him, than coniffled with thcRules of ;gbdd; Po- 
liticks. 1 1tTwatno lefs probable* that he would 
■omit nothing ibr.thc jSuCceis of . the Projofl:, : JW- 
caufc it eoidd-noc hut ;ber ; very. jgloriotri ta>tte 
Holy Set . to place thpDbuightec . of an<H of 1 its 
Vaflals. oppn ttt Throne rniffd achati fevery thing 
•Jeehiod j to , promifc. Approbation raid! 

•Godcurrcnceias foon as the i Affair ibouhi bOtdiSf- 
dos’dto him'' Forthefe. Reafons Cardinal; &<f- 
tfuaaivci'wdsiot communi caring it to the Holy 
Father, before any . O verture. was made at, Ma- 
drid.' .AUmnuu liii’df his Eiffinedcy’s Reafoiis 9. and 
the Holy Father . being Accordingly confuted, 
.not oniy approv’d Abbot AibMau‘s Scheme* but 
would have him make a Merit of it to the moil 
tChtiftian King, and his Gcandfon King Philip. 

The Holy Father wrote about it-himfelf to 
the King of France , and fenrpun&ual Orders to 
his Nuncio at Madrid to give Alberoni all manner 
pf Alfiftance, in an Affair which his Holinefs 

F 3 look’d 
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hook’d upon to be of infinite Advantage- .to the 
Holy See. In fbort, there’s icarce a Pope, who 
was ever m Circumftawces more difficult than 
Pope CfaruHt XI; for bdbg faithfully attach’d to 
the later eils of the Node of Fendbm, he always 
joppofc* that of Auflrias and it was eafy for 
<h«n.co believe, that a Match with the.prefinnp- 
eive fieirds of the Dominions of tPorma, pat- 
ting the Cachofrqk King in Fofieffion of certain 
iRights and Bretenfions, which gave him Footing 
in ltdy, Wouldenabk him to ferve the Views 
of she Sovereign Pontiff, who only wanted an 
OppottBnity to beiceveng ? d for the Invafion of 
fCoitkuvhn, for the Pafidge of the German Troops 
thro’ the Territories of the Chiroch, and efpe- 
dally> for the finocre, bet injurious Mani&uo, 
which has been publiiCh’d above. 

Aiierotii mads thefe Difpofitionsof the Holy 
Father , very fervit coble towards attaining hjs 
Ends, but he tooka different Con tie to infinuatc 
hirafrlf into the good Opinkm of his Cathoh'ck 
Majefty. He had. already the Happineis to be 
known to him by a gdbd Token } for . the late 
Duke of Vendofm did not prefect him to his Ma- 
jefty, ’till after he ‘had magnify ’d the Services 
he had dpne him, bp .keeping the People of rise 
Kingdoms of Antigen and Valencia fledfaft in 
their Loyalty, The King of France bad always 
certain Perfons at Madrid, which compos’d a 
Council, of which that of Versailles was the Soul ; 
fund whpfe Members were all Creatures of the 
F>*nch Court, and lent to Madrid from time to 
time to direft all Affairs there, according to th? 
Views of the moft Chriftfan King, and to give 
him an Account, of every thing that pais’d in 
The Cpuncds pf the Efwrittl, 4lfcrm got to be 
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initiated in the Myfteries of this Cabal; for be- 
ing known to Lewis XIV. by , the Chara&'er of 
a lively and enterprizing Perfcrn, it was no dif- 
ficult Matter for him to render himfelf neceflary 
to that Monarch, who knew by Experience 
what .fuch Perfons were capable of doing, who 
were diftinguilh’d from the reft of Mankind by 
a little Band or Cowl. Therefore our Abbot, 
who w^s only an Agent, of the Court ,of Parma, 
became one of the lecret Minifters.of the French 
Court, which committed the Negotiationof the 
Marriage to him. 

While this pafs’d, Barcelona being reduc’d to 
Extremity by the Valour and Con dud; of tire 
Dukes of Popoli and Berwick, was oblig’d to fub- 
mit to King Philip, who was now in a Condir 
tion to treat that City with ail the Severity 
that fo obftinate a Refiftance had deferv’d. 
This Conqueft reftor’d Peace to all Spain ; and 
the Court being difengag’d from the Hurry of 
Arms, was now at leifure to form Projeds that 
were more pleafimt and agreeable. That of the 
King’s Marriage was the.;Chief. Abbot Alte- 
rant had got an Intereft in thofe who were moft 
near to the Prince : Neither was the Pope’s 
Nuncio idle ; fo that it was not difficult for 
them to obtain more Helps in an Affair of this 
Nature ; which, whenever it fliould fucceed, 
could not but be very advantagious to thofe 
who had a Hand in it ; belides that generally 
on fuch Occafions, Perfons are not wanting, who 
arc glad to be of the fame Party, only to be re- 
veng’d on their Enemies, when they perceive 
that thefe oppofe the Sentiments of the Miniftry. 
The Character which was given to the King of 
the Princefs of Parma , what was told him of 
P. F 4 her 
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hef fliining Virtues, pf the Greatnpfs of he* 
6011I, of her Penetration above the Weaknefs of 
her Sex; in a Word, rhe Enumeration of fo ma- 
ny finfe Qualities, which render’d her fo' worthy 
pf a,, Throne, did'fo ftrongly imprefs the King, 
"that he imagin’d, with very good Reafon, he 
ftould find the Princefs a compleat Pattern of 
her, whofe Lofs he foil lamented' : Other Con- 
siderations added to this, and efpecially Reafon? 
of State, to which theMiniftersof France inclin’d / 
him to give him due Attention, foon determined 
him to approve the Propofol pf this Marriage. 

• Alberoniy though naturally of a merry Difpo- 
fition,' was never more rejoic’d than now, whea 
he faw the Succels of this Important Affair, 
which )ie had fo much at Heart. See what 
he wrote rp one pf his Friends in thy Miniftry. 

. ** I fo little doubt. Sir, of the Share you 
f c take in every Thing that does me a Plea- 
“ fure , that you fhall be the firft Man to 
f* whom f impart an Account of the moft hap- 
? e py Occurrence of my Life. The Project oF 
“ a Marriage between his Catholick Majefty . 
f* and the Princefs Elizabeth, which I form’d af- 
<c ter the Death of the late Queen, and which 
“ 1 communicated to our Duke, is juft now, by 
f‘ the Mediation of the Holy Father and the 
“ Moft Chriftian King, entirely approv’d by 
f c his Catholic Majefty. I look upon this Sue- 
“ cefs as the Crown of all Fortune’s Favours, 

“ which {he can never beftow upon me, but I 
f c muft do myfelf the Pleafure to make you a 
f* Partner therein, Jo that the Happihefs is 
r* equally yours. The Favourites of the late 
£*' Queen are terribly nonplus’d, and cfpecialjy 
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ft the Favourite Princefs ; I could wiflf you faw 
fc with what Eyes (he regards me, fince (he had 
1,4 a Sufpieion that I was the primum Mobile of 
“ this Treaty ; neverthelefs, for fome Days paft 
“ ihe has given me a Copy of her Countenance, 

“ and feigns at leaft in my Company to < be 
“ tranfported at what has happen’d, pretending 
“ -that ihe is only forry ihe had ndt a Hand in 
“ it i but you know her too well, tobelieve that 
“ ihe fpeaks as ihe thinks. — ^For the reft, the 
‘‘ King has order’d Difpatches to be fent to 
“ the Court of Parma. It was propos’d that; I 
‘‘ flionld be the- Bearer; but- 1 excus’d myfelf; 
“ and am apt to think that the Duke' our Maf* 
" ter would be better pleas’d if-fomePerfon-of 
Rank was invefted with that Charader ; and 
“ ’tis probable that the King will iingle oun 
‘‘ the Cardinal Acquaviva. When the Perfon is 
adually refolv’d upon, I fhall do' uiyfelf the 
P Honour to acquaint the - Duke with it, and 
“ ihall alfo let you know it. I (hall be for eves 
f. c - with Efteejn, &c. ^ 


The Confequence ihew’d plainly that Abbot 
Alberoni was not miftal-en ; for the King did -ac- 
tually fend Orders to Cardinal Acquaviva , who 
was then at Robte, to notify the Conclufion of 
his Marriage to the Holy FSther. The feme 
was iolemniz’d, only .for Form fake, on- the 
1 8 th of yuly, in a publick Hall of Audience, 
in which the Cardinal gave the Pope a Letter 
from the Catholick King, giving him Advice of 
his Alliance to the -Daughter of a Prince his 
v Feudatary. 

This Ceremony was not perform’d with fo 
much Fmejfe 2 $ to deceive the Auftmn Minifters. 
r On 
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On the Contrary, the Satisfaftion and Joy which 
the Holy Father difcover’d on this Occaiion 
open’d their . Eyes, both to the Confequences 
and CauTe of a. Brief, which the Holy Father 
.granted fome Months ago to the Duke of Par- 
ma, authorizing him to leave the Succeflion of 
his Dominions to the Female Line, in cafe that 
• he fhould die without Ifliie Male. They per* 
ceiv’d in this Adair, tho’ too late, the fubtle 
Hand of a. crafty Statefman, iince rhe Brief 
was a demand: rati ve Proof, that the whole was 
done in concert with the Court of Rome ; which 
granted the laid Authority only to fecilitate 
the. Terms of' the laid Contract, the Principal 
whereof was, : that the Elded Son of ehe future 
Queen fhould jbe declar’d. Duke and Sovereign 
of the Dominions of Parma, Placentia, Btiffeto, 
and ValdeTtn% beiides other Views form’d up- 
on the Dominions of the Great Duke of Tufcany. 
It was the more natural for the Holy Father to 
give his Coilfent to it, becaufe, as the Emperor’s 
^ower increas’d in thefe Countries, which were 
Tormerly the Seat of the Empire, fo the Fears 
and Jealaudes of the Court of Rente and all the 
Princes of Italy increas’d in proportion. 

Therefore as icon as the Cardinals Schmten- 
bach and Imperial It" had an lidding of what 
pafs’d at the Palace, where the Holy Father 
had already nam’d Cardinal Goz&adm Legat of 
Latere, to carry the new Queen his Nuptial 
Benedi&ion, and to compliment her on the 
Part of his HoHnefs ; they did not fail to make 
a great Noife and Bluder, and proteded in 
Form both againd fending of the Legat, aod 
againd recognizing the Titles of the Queen of 
Spain, in any other beiides the Emprcfs. 

Never- 
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Neverthelefs, this Proteftation was not enough 
to damp the Holy Father’s Joy for having done 
any thing capable to mortify the Houfe of Auf- 
tria. Cardinal Acquaviva, who had Orders at 
the fame Time to repair to Parma , to demand 
the Princefs of the Duke her Father in Law, 
and who had 12000 Piftoles remitted to him 
for the Charge of his Embafly, fet out next 
Day alter the Audience, and was immediately 
follow’d by the Cardinal Legat, who had a Re- 
tinue of about four hundred Perfons. One may 
eafily judge how the firft was receiv’d, by the 
Impatience with which the Mefl'enger of fuch 
happy News was expected ; and what Honours 
were paid to the fecond, who reprefented the 
Perfon of the Sovereign Pontiff. 

While this pais’d in Italy , King Philip declar’d 
this Marriage to his Court, and the King of 
France did the like at Marli , where was the Car- 
dinal del Giudici , to whom the Secret was not 
imparted, till it was juft on the Point of being 
publifli’d. All Politicians in both Kingdoms 
were ftruck with a profound Surprize when 
they heard of this Declaration, and no Body 
could hnd out who had been the Author of a 
Project lo extraordinary, and conducted with fo 
much Secrecy and Prudence. In fhort, the Cre- 
dit of it was given to feveral Perfons who never 
once dreamt on’t i and all own’d that the Au- 
thor, whoever he was, could not have contriv’d 
any thing that more nearly touch’d the Houfe 
of Aujlna , who, as is obferv’d, pleads certain 
Rights to the Dominions of Parma , which are 
fo advantageoully fituate, to be re-united to 
the Dutchy of Milan , from which it’s pretended 
it has been diimember’d j and upon this Mar- 
riage 
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riagc the .Council' o ("Vienna, .which was before 
inclinable to facrifice fomeVof her Pretenfions 
for the Repofe o( Europe, let tip a Refolution 
to lofe all rather than yield SkiJy, or even one 
Inch of their Dominions in Italy, where a confi- 
de table Domaiiywhich feem’d juft droppingin? 
to his Hands? was.how rakenrquixe. away, front 
him. • ‘j > : f 

; .The Ceremony of the Efftoufdls was peo- 
form’d with extraordinary ".Magnificence by 
Duke Francifco , Oncle and Father in Law to 
the new Queen, who fet out immediately for 
Qencrt, accompany ’d by the Pripcd* of Piombmo, 
herfirft; Lady of Honour, and by Cardinal At * . 
quavtva, who deliver’d the Queen . totheCara 
of the Marquefs de los : Balbazerixte. Viceroyrbf 
Sicily, .to convey Ber to Spain by: Sea » but this 
Element not agreeing j with her llealth, ftie ret 
foLv’d to go by Land ,‘ and -paling thro’ the 
Southern Provinces of France, was. compliment? 
pd wherever Ihe came, with tfaei Honours d® 6 . 
to a Queerriof Spain, and' a Confort of the firft 
Prince of the Blood. n iv/ . w 

The Pcineefs arriving-in Spain, the. firft .Aft 
of Authority ihe . exercis’d, was upon the Prin-7 
ccfs of i<This Fa.vourite of.the King. and 
the date .Queen wept to meet, the new Queen 
'as. far as Xadraqnez, upon the .Frontiers of Cafi 
ttlle j but {he was not receiv’d fo well as lhe ex? 
pefted. She. happen’d to be the, firft Viftim 
which the -King .facrific’d to. his- new Spoufe, 
wh<^ being a Stranger, to the . Court of Spain, 
and haying, no other Rule: to di reft her, but ;thC 
Inftruftions which Alberoni lent her on that 
Head to the Court of Parma, defit’d the King 
to difmifs a Favourite who, had /ueh an Jnflu- 
l • " ence 
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ence over him as could not fubfiftwith the Un- 
derftanding neceflary to be cultivated betwixt: 
her and her. Husband. The King knew not 
how; to deny her this firft Boon, but, all- the Dif- 
ficulty lay in the doing it,; Alberoni plainly law 
that the Generous Prince had not Refolutioa 
to fpeak to the Princefs about it himfelf,* 
much lefs to Hand her Reproaches, or to forbear . 
Tears if fhe fliould throw hcrfelf at his Feet. 
Therefore be propos’d this Expedient, vbu. 
that the King fliould only give his Confent, and: 
leave the Execution of it to the Queen herfelf. 
From hence it appears, that ’twas Alberoni who 
perfwaded the Princeis of Urjtneslo go and meet 
the hew Queen, becaufe her Majefty gave her 
a cold Reception, and immediately order’d her. 
to depart her Chamber ; call’d for the Colonel 
of the Guards fent to meet her, and gave him 
an Order in Writing to clap the Princeis of Urjtnes 
forthwith in a Coach, to conduct her to the 
Frontiers of. France, and to forbid her ever to ren 
turn into Spain. The Princefs refus’d to obey th© 
Queen’s Order, and demanded to fee one from the 
King ; which Difobediencer confirm’d the Queen 
in the Character ihe had of her from Alberoni* 
and that his Advice to remove her was veryi 
feafonable. In the mean time , the Colonel of 
the Guards, having a feoret Order, to obey tlj<9 
Queen’s Will in all Things; ihew’d it to the 
difgrac’d Favourite, who then comply ’d; but, 
could not help Jetting fall fome.Expreflions,of 
her Chagrin and Refentment^ when ihe per- 
ceiv’d how fhe had, been trick’d by the Agent of 
Parma , who had ill this Jnftance reveng’d both 
himfelf and the Memory of his Patron the Quko 
Of Vendofm, whom this Favourite had always 

thwarted. 
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thwarted, at the fame Time that he (the Agent) 
had pretended entire Friendfbip. 

The King receiv’d the Queen at Guadalaxara, 
nine Leagues from Madrid , whither his Ma jeffy 
went with the Prince of Ajluricu, his eldeft Son ; 
and the Marriage was confummated in that little 
City on Chriftmtu Eve, 1714. Three Days 
alter their Majefties enter’d Madrid, with the 
Acclamations of the People, who gave Proofs 
of their Rejoycing, by Feafts that lafted four 
Days fucceffively. 

The Queen arriving at Pampelma, fent Home 
all the Pamefeqs that accompanied her ; fo that 
the Officers and Ladies, who enter’d into their 
Employments under her Majetty, were all 
Spanijb, except only the Princefs of Piombim , for 
whom fhe had a tender Affe&ion ; but this 
Princefs wifely refle&ing on what had happen’d 
in her Sight to the Princefs of Urjines, defir ’d 
Leave to return to her own Country, which 
their Majefties granted her, after having loaded 
her with rich Prefents. By this means Abbot 
Alberoni \fras the only Paratefan that flaid with 
the Qpeen, who had a great Idea of the Supe- 
riority of his Genius, and who made it her 
Ride to confult him in all Affairs ,* fo that, undea 
the Name of the Duke of Parma’s Agent, it may 
be faid he was Privy Counfellor to the Queen, 
who, by degrees, fway’d the King to admit him 
to the Cabinet* 

Catalonia being now reduc’d by the taking of 
Barcelona, none of the King’s Subje&s held out 
but the Majorcans ; and the new King of England 
being a Guarantee of the Treaty of Evacua- 
tion, feem’d difpos’d to unite his Forces with 

tbosfe 


Digitized- by v^ooQle 



Cardinal A l.b eroni. 79 

thofe •of France and Spain, to compel them to 
lay down their Arms. 

While Preparations were making for this Ex- 
pedition, on the Succefs of which the Tranqui- 
lity of all Spain depended, the Queen regula- 
ting her Conduit by that of the . Princefs, to 
^irhofe Bed fhe focceeded, us’d all manner of 
Application to inform herielf of Affairs of State, 
in order to help the King, her Confort, to fop- 
port the Weight of the Government, and to 
gain the Affedion of the People. For this End 
fhe confer’d daily with Alberoni, who knew both, 
the Strength and the Weaknefs of the Court, 
and receiv’d all the Inftrudions from him, that 
fhe wanted. The firft Effed of this Applica- 
tion of the Queen to Bufinefs of the State, was 
the Advice fhe hinted to the King, to corred 
divers Abufes which nad crept into the Govern- 
ment, while Affairs were under the Diredion of 
Foreign Minifters, meaning the Count de Bergeick, 
M. Ory, and the Princefs of Ur fines. Upon this 
follow’d the famous Decree of the 10th of 
February , whereby the King not only gave foil 
Liberty to the Minifters and Counsellors of 
State to give him their Advice, to make Re- 
moriftrances to him, and to reply to his Refolu- 
tions, but even commanded them to do it, 
charging them to anfwer it before God, if they 
did any thing againft the Didates of their Con- 
fciences. 

One may imagine what Bleflings were given 
to the Perfon whom they look'd upon as the 
Primum Mobile of an Adion fo truly Royal, the 
Glory whereof did, in part, iredound to Alberoni, 
who was now reckon’d the Queen’s Privy Coun- 
fellor. This firft Step was follow'd by feveral 

con- 
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confiderabte Changes in the chief Polls, ift 
which tho’ Alberoni had not any Share, • her 
needed not to chide his Fortune, for he fo wife- 
ly improv’d phe Opportunity favourable to his 
Advancement,, that the Spaniards, who were be- 
come jealous, becaufe Frenchmen and Italians had 
been fo long employ’d in Places of Truft, could 
not murmur at his Advancement. * 

At length the whole Ifland of Majorca was 
reduc’d, about the End of June I71J, by the 
Prudence and wife Conduct of the Chevalier de 
jffajfelt, without firing a Gun. This laft Con- 
queft depriving the Enemies of Spain of all 
Hopes of difturbing its Tranquility, King 
Philip thought lit to abolilh the various Changes* 
which the Badnefs of the Times had forc’d him 
to make in the Government ; therefore he re- 
eflablilh’d all Affairs in the Councils upon the 
Foot they were before his Acceffion to the 
Crown, which more than ever gain’d him the 
Heifts of his Subje&s, who are the only Euro- 
peans that are not fond of Novelties. 

While this pals’d at one End of the Mediter: 
raneem, the Levant was cover’d with Ships of 
War. The Sultan judging well that he could 
not maintain himfelf upon the Throne, if he 
did not find Employment for his Militia, whom 
too much Reft certainly renders infolent, fell 
upon the Venetians, as neareft at hand ; and after 
having arrefted their Bayliff, declar’d War 
againll them with all the Forms, Without giving 
the leaft Reafon for it; and in fpitc of the 
Menaces of the Auflrian Minifter, who declar’d 
to the Divan, that the Emperor could not 
avoid fuccouring the Venetians, hit Allies, if the 

. Porte 
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Porte perfifted in thofe Defigns, contrary to the 
Treaty of Carlowitz. 

The Progrefs which the "forks made the firft 
Campaign, in which they conquer’d the greateft 
Part of the Morea, determine the Emperot to 
take Arms, being perfuaded that the conquering 
' Turk would not tail to turn his Arms againft 
Hungary, as foon as he (hould have no more Oc- 
cafion .to employ his numerous Troops againft 
the Venetians. ' All the Chriftiah Princes werp 
Invited to rake Arms againft the common Ene- 
iny of the Chriftian Name, and to fend Succours 
either to the Venetians or to the Empetor ; and 
the Pope, as the common Father of Chriftendom, 
difpatch’d exhortatory Briefs on all Sides, td 
renew, if he Could, the famous Times of the 
Crufadots. 

While all thefe important Affairs were on the 
Anvil, Death carry *d off, in a Manner very hid- 
den, one of the greateft Monarchs the World 
ever had ; Lewis XIV, having obtain’d one of 
the moft honourable Treaties of Peace, and a 
Peace fb little expeded, dy’d at a Jundure of 
Time, when all things conipir’d to rekindle the 
Flame of War, which was fcarce extinguifh’d j 
'all the Levant was adually in Anhs. The Em- 
peror form’d his Armies ; the new King of Sicily 
was embroil’d with the Pope, who had put his 
Kingdom under an Interdid, at a Time wheh 
People were recover’d from that Terror, Which 
was formerly the Companion of the moft unjuft 
Excommunications. Sweden, as if (he had not 
enough to do againft four powerful Enemies, 
the Czar, and the Kings of Poland, Denmark 
and Prujjia, the King of Great Britain join’d 
them, by acquiring the Rights to the D&tehies 
p of 
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of 'Bremen and Fir den from the King of Denmdrhi 
and declaring War again# Sweden as, Ele&or of 
Tidnover, he cover’d the Baltic with Eriglifh Snip- 
ing. Sfoaifo and t Portugal too, ahiniated wifti 
Sentiments of Pity and CompaiTioh for Chriffen- 
pom, ' were hot at reft, bat fodn lent their 
Fleets to unite with the Venetians again# thfc 
cotnmon Erienpy. ' 

; France,' in ‘a State of Minority, was the; only 
Kingdom that remain’d neuter, at' a time of 
nnfverfal Copibiiftion; and indeed the Regency 
was fo taken lip to ^remedy thofe unavoidable 
Difotdefs, which were the Effed of a Jong and 
phftinate War, that they were fcarce in a Cpif- 
dition to think of any thing elfe. As ibon as 
the fatal News of Lewis XI vs Death" came to 
Madrid,. King Philip confider’d whether he 
Ihould not improye his Claim of, Right , to be 
Regent. of France, becaufe he wa^Jthe hrft Prince 
-of the Blood, and Uncle to the' youpg King, 
forafmuch as, there w«^e Inftjinces ,oiT foreign 
Frances, who had been Regents in France ; fijen 
.was flenry V, King of ' Finland, who jwas ow&’a 
'Guardian of King Charles' Vjijihd, Regent ^f 
ftis Kingdom {ucn vriiS. Baldwin E^ri of Flanders, 
Tutor to young Ring Philip I. Rut Abbot 'jjjfo 
veroni, who gow begad to be heard fop the King* 
tjpbintet, made ’ him . alter, Ms Sentiments, 
jfore fl him to conlels^ tbgt Fdr'fits ' own. Peacj|, 
pnd that of "Europe, .lie (h^ufd" abide by the 
T^crnSj of his' Renunciations, andleaye it to 
parliaments to l ^^hup <; tKe"Qiardian!IiipJtb 
‘\y,hdftf^and^.the| I^ipuld,' thirrlt fit; '"A Coujn^r 
farrivihg :fome ." Hours ' after this " Conference, 
*Jhev^d that ^enJiKqh^d, fudg’d Rifely, lifter 
•itliey hatl heard all tnatpafr’d inFavouf of the 

Duke 
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Duke of Orleans ; and fhat it would have been 
too late to attempt any Alteration in the Refo- 
lutions of the Parliament, and the Approbation 
of the whole Kingdom. 

France did not concern herfelf with T’urky, 
tho’ when the Emperor had efpous’d the Quar- 
rel of the Venetians , and drawn the Ottoman 
Arms towards Hungary , the Regent permitted 
feveral Noblemen and Gentlemen to go and 
draw their Swords in Defence of the Chriftian 
Name, and to learn the Art of War under 
a Prince of their own Nation, and one of the 
greateft Generals of his Age. 

While the Court of Spain made pious Efforts 
to fupport the common Caufe of Chriftianity 
againft the Infidels, and ceas’d not, with the 
fage Counfels of the Queen, to put the King- 
dom into good Order, by the Eftablifhment of 
feveral very ufeful Councils, after the Example: 
of France ; at the beginning of the Minority 
the Miniftry at Madrid thought they had 
made a Difcovery of feveral Projects carrying on 
to their Difadvantage in other Courts of 
Europe, from whom Spain thought fhe had the 
lefs to fear, becaufe the Ties of Blood united 
her with the one, and new Treaties and folemn 
Guaranties did not permit her fo much as to 
fufpeft the others. 

Abbot Alberoni was he who made the Difco- 
Very. The Princefs of U> fines Departure, and 
then the Death of Lewis XIV, had by degrees 
vaftly funk the Intereft of Cardinal del Giudici $ 
and tho’ he was Hill at the Head of Affairs, 
yet it was perceivable, from that, very time, 
that Alberoni having found the Secret, by his 
Activity and Attention, \q meric the, entire 
G a Cdfi* 



#4 The Hiftory of 

Confidence of their Ma Jetties, he made Urge 
Advances towards his being a Minitter of State, 
efpecially when he was openly prote&ed by the 
Queen, who admitted him into all the Affairs 
of the Cabinet ; fo that the Cardinal Mittitter 
was only the Echo of Abbot* Atbermi who 
nevef fcxplain'd 'himfelf but bytheMouth either 
of the King or the Queen. .r.7.7 - 

The King ofc -England havingfupprefc’d the 
Rebellion in Scotland, refolv’d to travel to his 
Hereditary Dominions in German}, where he 
might be at hand to ttnifh the Projects form'd 
by the Council at Hamver. In fhort, his Ma- 
jefty was no looher arriv'd at Hanover, but there 
came, tho’ inebgttitoj an Imperial ' Minitter, and 
another from the Court of France, with whom 
he confcr’d aboHt bringing his Proje&s to Ma- • 
turity. The Thing propos'd was no lefs than 
thO Plan of fuch a general Accommodation all 
ovet Europe; that nothing could ever difturb its 
Tranquility hereafter. 

The 1 Abbot Du Moit, now Secretary of State 
• and KpigW of the ‘Order of Spirito Santo, and 
the Baron de Betnenreider, were thofe with 
whom the Hamver Mini Acts enter’d into Mea- 
fures the mott 'juft for executing a Dcfign that 
would be lb ufeful to alliChriftendom. But as 
this Affair could not be determin'd without the 
Intervention or Concurrence of Spain, Mr. Se- 
cretary Stanhope wrote about it by the King’s 
Order to Abbot Alheroni, <md defir'd him to in- 
cline his Catholiek M a jetty to come into his 
Brittumick Ma jefty ? s plan bf Peace. Abbot Ad- 
herent, imparted Mr. Stanhope's Letter to the King 
his Matter, and by his Order fent him an An- 
fwer in fuch foofe' Terms, as gave Hopes: that 

* ■ 1 y I.*. 
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his Catholick Majefty would ftill concur, as much 
as lay in his Power, in any thing that might pro- 
cure the Repofe of Europe and a folid Peace. 

This Proceeding of the King of England en- 
gag’d Abbot Alberoni to fend without delay fome 
unknown Perfon as a Spy to Hanover , that he 
might be exaftly inform’d of what pafs’d there. 
Then comparing the King of England's Propofal 
with the Oftenfive and Dejenfive Treaty of Al- 
liance, which his Britannick Majftly concluded 
with the Emperor fome Months before, and re- 
flecting at the fame time upon the Conduft of 
the King of Sicily, who was alfo in Negotia- 
tion fome Months before with his Imperial Md- 
jefty, and who made his Quarrel with the Court 
of Rome a Pretence for his arming both in Sicily 
and Savoy , Alberoni was itrongly of Opinion, that if 
the Turks had not cut out Work for the Chriftian 
Princes, the Emperor would foon have fet about 
executing, if poflible, what he .promis’d the 
Barcelonians two Years before. Therefore he 
gave King Philip to underftapd, that he had un- 
queftionable Information, that the King of Si- 
cily was enter’d into a Negotiation for trans- 
ferring that Kingdom to the Emperor for an 
Equivalent! which would for ever have depriv’d 
Spain of the Rights {he has referv’d, contrary 
to the Tenor of the Treaty of Utrecht , by which 
Spain yielded Sicily to his Sicilian Majefty, but 
referved by the faid Aft of Ceflion a Claufe of 
^ Reverfion and Devolution. 

The private Agent, whom Alberoni fent to 
Hamntry having had the Cunning tp gain the 
Confidence of one of the chief Mini iters, did 
not fail to fend Memoirs of every thing that 
pafs’d to the Court of Madrid, fie affirm’d, 
G 3 that 
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that the Baron de Bentenrtider had given the Ha-> 
power Minifters to unchrftand in the cfeareft Terms, 
that his Imperial Majefty could not cpnferic to' 
the Difmembring of the Dominions of the Crown 
of Spain in Italy ; ^ajnd that he would Sacrifice allj 
ratherthah lea ye Sicily in the Hands of any o- 
fher Sovereign, eipecially fuch a Prince as the. 
King of Sicily, 'the KJhg of Engfatodjaxir with 
pifpleafure, that it would be impoffible to in-* 
dine the Court of Vienna (as then difpos’d) to 
yield any part, of their Poffeffions, and that on 
the other hand it might happen, that Spain, go- 
vern’d by a Minifter who was fuch an Enemy 
pf the Houfe of Aujlria, and of an enterprizing 
Genius, would not omitthe firff Opportunity 
to engage . Eftotye i& hew Wat'; hi? Britatkick 
Majeflt therefore judg’d it abfoiutely ncceflary 
tip find out a due Temperame'nt to reconcile 
thofe two Powers, and thereby prevent fuch 
great Misfortunes. In.this fo important Aflair, 
his Majefty took fuch Meafures ak feem’d moft 
agreeable to theMinifter of the Duke Regent 
Of France, Who wks concern’d to prevent every 
theleaft Occafion of involving Franc? in a War, 
during the Minority. " J 

‘ , In thefe Circumftances Alberoni employ’d ad 
his Add refs, to perfwade his Catholic Majefty, 
that In good Politics he ought to ftart before 
his Enemies. He tan over the whole Conduct 
of the 'Germans, ever firice the Concluflon of the 
T,reaty for the Evacuation of Catalonia', ;md the 
Neutrality of Italy, and the Treaties lately con- 
cl.iOwd betwixt the Houfe of At/Jhia and feveral 
Potentates. He averted, that Contributions 
wtu demanded of the Italian Princes, - contrary 
t-: r h. 1 enor of the Treaty of Neutrality r He 

repre*- 
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reprefented the Eftablilhment of the Council of 
Spain at Vienna as an Infiftt . on the Crown of 
Spain : Laftly, he infilled particularly on the Sen- 
timents of the Spanijb Nation, who miftook For 
Pufillanimity the Patience with which the Court 
bore all thofe Grievances, and the odious Names, 
with which all the Declarations and Ordinances 
of the Council of Vienna were fluff’d, in thofe 
.Affairs which any ways concern’d the Subjects 
of that Monarchy. 

His Catholick Majelly, whofe Piety and In- 
tegrity are his diftinguilhing Qualities, alledg’d 
the Engagements which he was under to the 
Holy Father to undertake nothing againll the 
Emperor, during the War againll the Turks ; 
and at the fame time he made him fenfible how 
unwilling he was to weaken the Auxiliary Fleet 
fo confiderably, when it depended upon a con- 
fiderable Reinforcement from Spam. But A/ be- 
som overcame all thofe Scruples, and fhew’d the 
King, that his Enemy would not fail to im- 
prove the firft Opportunity, wheu neither the 
Holy Father, nor any pther Sovereign, would 
be able to oppofe him ; that as to the Auxiliary 
Fleet, that ought to be the leall of his Majelly ’s 
Concern, fince the Chriftian Fleet was Millrefs 
of all the Levant , where that of the Infidels 
did not dare to appear ; and finally, that his 
Majelly was oblig’d to lay hold on an Oppor- 
tunity, which perhaps would never return again, 
to improve his juft Rights to the Dominions torn 
from him at Utrecht ; and the rather, fince his 
Majelly ’s Conduct was authoriz’d by the Duke 
of Savoy’s. 

In fhort, the News came frefli from France and 
England , that his Sicilian Majelly was in Treaty 

G 4 with 
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Wjth the Emperor to give him up tbc Kingdom 
pf Sicily: Alberonr had had feme Suspicions of 
this Negotiation before, as has been already ob- 
serv'd, and he was now afliir’d of it by Advices 
from the Minifters of thofe two Crowns, accor- 
• ding to expitfs Order from their Matters. *Tis 
true, Alberoni made a different Ufe of the Intel- 
ligence, from what thofe who gave it him majnjy 
intended ; which was to intimidate him, and to 
incline him to procure the Confent of the King 
his Mafter, to enter into the Views of the Ha- 
ncwr Minifters. But Alberoni took Occalion from 
thence fc determine the King to come into his 
~own Views, fince Ptherwife he would have irre- 
trievably ruin’d the Rights he had referv’d to 
himfelf on Sicily. He alfb made ufe of this Ad- 
vice ro penetrate into the Defigns of the King 
of Sicily. , For this reafon hp often confer ’d with 
the Savoy Minister at the Court of Spain ; and 
in order to fife out his Matter’s Defigns, and at 
the fame time to put him under a Neceffity of 
altering, or at leaft delaying the Execution of 
his projects, an Offer was glade to him of an 
Oflenfive and Defenfive Alliance, which “it wa$ 
not believ’d he could rcfufe ; hecaufe, when he 
■was ask’d the Reafon of his Maker’s Arma- 
ment by Land and Sea; he alledg’d, that it was 
to pp^ himfelf in a Condition to fear nothing 
from the Emperor, who Would not acknowledge 
the King of Sicily ; whereupon he had 'reafon 
to fear an fovafion from the Kingdonrof Naples, 
Of to be attack'd in his Hereditary Dominions 
iby Forces from the Milatnfe , as foon as the Em- 
peror could make ufe of his Troops which were 
employ’d in Hungary, where the Imperialist? 
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were fo fuccelsfolj that the War- was not like to 
hold long. 

While Things remain’d in this Pofture, and 
an Anfwer was impatiently Cfcpefted from his 
Skilim Majefty, News came, j 'that- the Pope,' 
•complying at length with the Inftances of the 
^ of Spaing Kad ; nominated [ A\>?Juli*u Alkrtni 
for a Cardinal, in a Confiftory held the 12th of 
July, after having given him a Nbble Charaitef j 
wherein he own'd, that the Holy See was oblig’d 
to the Abbots Zealand Pains for the Accom* 
modatidn of the Difference which' happen’d be- 
'tWeen the Cou tiiijf^Rome and Madrid about the 
Privileges of the Nunciature j for the Affiftance 
of twelve Ships font by Spain) againft the Turks i 
arid for many other important Services done to 
Holy Church, and the Holy See in particular. 
The Catholicfc King, being willing to give the 
new CardinaPforac Marks of bis Frifehdfliip, ad ~ 
the lame time created him a Grindee of Spaini 
and ‘foon after declar'd him his ptime Minifter. 

Cardinal del Giudki , who had enjoy’d that 
Poft ever fince the Queen's Death,- was recalled 
to Rome by the Pope at the fectet "Inftances of 
the Queen and her Favourite, at 'the fame time 
that the Holy Father confirm’d Seignior Molina; 
in the eminent Dignity of Grand Iriquifitor of 
‘Spain ; to which the King advanc’d him, after 
raving dcfir’d the Refignation of Cardinal Ght~ 
did, who fell by degrees under his Majefty’s 
Difpleafure. 

The News that the Emperor approv'd of the 
Arreft of Seignior Molina, at Milan was a new 
Grievance, which the Cardinal did not fail to 
aggravate, in order to determine the King to a 
Rupture. Accordingly every thing was dj/pgs'd 

for 
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fcr ;ir, and fb*r Ordinal ga*? (ufibifpod Orders 

every where that nothing was wanting, but thp 

Order or ra$K« the JtpyabG^f^jfpr. Execution. 
The Squadron .which .repup-’d from (the Levant, 
m* provided! 

for 4 Defeat/ and reinforc'd by. .more Ship* 
While Qthetai^Rf^tept ready Harbours 

bf the iKingdtW tp back the®. , ; 4s many Trajjt- 
pert Ships M ipwlSble were aflenabl’d, but tfe^r 
did DOC thinfc?§tvfo bring fo riiany..a§ they want- 
ed into ih»ti jfa*b®ur, becauip it would hayp 
aiarw^d tbc. PiOjRWs, whom .th&jMwuon of th? 
Troops defied. for the rMotftt had already 
made Mneafy>' ; JPut;thp ^atdinal fpundoutap 
Expedient prfl^fi’d in theii^fia^ by pther.Por 
* teniwps^ whipfewaa to, obliged forego Sfeifir 
hag that, ww&h? the ffaibeufowhsh ^beydhbvdd 
biiye.fiecd^’plpo *0 4»pd abfiir ESe&s* and tp 
fiarvfc the Stac*,? payijigjitbpjh tb?jii Flight .fo? 

the Time tky fef*U . u*- .v, >•. .» . .» -.** 

While tHe.Gardift# *hus itfuqdhis Qpdeip agr 

eotdiilgly >tft 4ttppl%cp?» prsie^ng^aft the while 
<b: fead an >exfaa©5djnary Jkinfnrcew?n,t tp tb? 
Jjtvmt i he {took jCare tp foupd^he ;§cuqes pf,/^? 

ly* which bfi kflpw epuid pot bq.&tisfy’d wich 
the 'AogmPn^lion;oft;he Ppjjverpftbp Houfegf 
itofiria. .-Jfcgjyfofpn't Eou&tfiqs jnto the Kipg-r 
do ih pf JVapjes,, , which always fwaqqs. .jisy$b 
Makeontenr$ and (forty Elbows,- pfuajly : &ar 
ploy’d, o a the bkfe.tOccafion,?. Jn[(hpi&| be y%s 
- of Opinion that the greateft Part of Italy pi Jy 
wanted a favourable Opportunity to ; dfiO} are 
againft the Hpofe of Auftrja j and that aslope 
its the Xropps were landed pn their Coaft, therp 
would be a general Infurre&iop. It appear^ 
fery plain, that the K,ing of 5<b4 only ckbr’d 

that 
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^at Opportunity for figning a Treaty to which ' 
he Was not averiey iny farther, than that good 
Policy did riot pevinfr him to join with Spain, 
iinlefs he had Supplies in Haftd^ forotherWife 
it would have expos’d him to beitwhe a Vidthtt' 
to the ReientmeDt df the Imperial Cdurt. 

The Cardinal having fee ; all thefe Confide** 
rations before the King his< Maft#t, ‘ did at* 
length obtain his ; Gonfent for putting Sin Execu- 
tion the Plan wbieh he had ptojafted, namely,’ 
to invade Sardinia firft, - where he was ftfrejoft 
Afliftance from the very Pfefiple of-thefflan<fcj 
and then to ; make a Defcenr on the Kingdom; 
6f Naples , pn« the -Side of Calairto, while the' 
Troops of’ Savoy and Sicily invaded the King* 
dom on the other Side ; and- that after the Rew 
duftion of Sardinia , theTroojbfc Which had been: 
employ'd on this Expedition, fhould be felt to. 
the Afliftance ©f the 'King of 'Sicily, who fhotdd 
therewith attempt the Conqueft of the Milanefe, 
Which fhouki be given up to him for rnoft Part 
to make good his Expences. 1 < 

At length this Fleer, which was plentifully 
fornilh’d with all Neceflaries, and the fetting. 
out of which had made all 'Europe uneafy, no 
Body being able to penetrate iwtothe Dcfign of 
the Armament, fail’d towards the end of July; 
and after having roam’d at Sea ‘l-While, to give 
time to the Traniport-Ships'to^oin>them, they 
made a Defcent upon the Ifle of • Sardinia, the 
2 -2d of Aagtifi, -at the Salt Bit$ The famei 
Day the Land Forces, to the Number of aboive< 
8000 Men, advanc f d towards Cagliari the Capi- 
tal of ’the Ifland, and encamp’d in the Plain 
of Lazaret, while the Fleet caft Anchor 
the Town fide,, to be nearer at hand to land 
" ■ the 
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tfo Artillery, and other NecelTaries for a Siege, 
Next Day after the landing, theMarquefs de Lede, 
to whom the Cardinal committed; the Secret 
and Conduct of this Exjfedition, fent to fum- 
xnon the Marquefs of Rubi, Viceroy of the 
Ifland, and Governor of the Capital, to furren- 
det; before he was reduc’d to an Extremity. 
This Marquefs. is a Catalan, and was one of 
thole chiefly concern’d in continuing the War in 
Catalonia ; and after Barcelona had submitted, he 
kept the Majorcans, who receiv’d him lor Vice- 
roy, from returning to their Obedience j fo that 
it. was expe&ed ne would ibew aJl,t{ie Refolu- 
tjon neceflary on . this Occafion ; at leaft, to, 
gain fo much time, as tp hinder his falling into 
the Power of the Court of Spain : Therefore he, 
lent an Anfwer that he would hold put to the, 
toft Extremity. The Duty pf his Poll requir’d, 
fijeh an Anfwer, and the Officer fent to hint 
bad fcarce turn’d his Back, but he difpatch’d. 
Orders throughout the whole lflan4 forbidding. 
Provifions to be carry’d to the Spanijb Army, on, 
piln of Death j and ordering all the Cifterns to 
be poifon’d, /or the Deftruftion of the Soldier® 
who were landed, telling, the People that the; 
Spaniards were come on purpofc to , cut the/£ 
Throats. .... 

The Marquefs dr Cede, being inform’d of 
thefe barbarous Orders, caus’d a Declaration to 
be publilh’d forthwith, to fatisfy the. Inhabitants, 
that the King of Spain had fent this Army to 
deliver them from Oppreffioo, and re-inftare 
them in the Enjoyment of their Privileges,. of 
which their Enemies had unjuftly depriv’d them. 
To this Declaration he added an Amnefty, for 
all that had been forc’d to tal^e Arm? againft the 
x- ; Catholic 
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Catholic Ring ; promis’d to«pay ready Money 
for all Provifions that fhould be brought to the 
Army ; and declar'd that he would Severely 
punifh Marauders, and all others, .that fhould do 
the leaft Wrong to the Inhabitants. 

This Declaration had all the Effed that 
could be expe&ed, for prefently the Spanijt 
Camp abounded will all forts of . Provifions; 
and the Peafants went even to the remote#: 
Places to fetch them Water, after having dif* 
cover'd the poifon'd Wells to the Spanijb Ge- 
neral, who caus'd Centinels to be plac’d there, 
to hinder, the Soldiers from drawing the Water. 

After thefe firft neceflary Difpofitions, the 
Marquefs de Jjede hafien’d the Siege of Cagliari 
with that .Expedition and Succefs, that he ibon 
< became Matter of the Town ; but the Mar- 
quefs Ruby retir'd with his Garrifon into the 
Cattle, which he held out till the 17th of 
September ; but hearing that the Day before the 
fiefiegers had receiv’d a Supply of 16 Tartans, 
convoy'd by two Men of War ; and forefeeing 
that the Cattle would be oblig'd to furrender, 
he thought fit to abandon it, with fome Gentle- 
men on Horfe-back, leaving the Command to 
the Marquefs della Guardia and Colonel Carterae ; 
who defended it till the 30th, when the Garrifon 
beat a Parley ; but the Marquefs de Lede gran- 
ted them no other Capitulation, than to be 
rranfported to Genoa , on condition not to bear 
Arms for fix Weeks. - 

While this pafs’d in Sardinia, and all the 
Powers of Europe being inform’d of the Expedi- 
tion, all the Minitters, who refided at the 
Court of Spain, had Orders from their Matters 
to make great Complaints of this Condud, 

j»<*ainft 
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againft i-Priiiefe'ftrhofe Atfiw wef e a&ually etn- 
ploy’d ifl tKfe Defence of Cforiftianity. This 
Empfetor-beirtg thtf Petfon moft Concern’d, made 
the greifeft Outcry. After hehad given Or- 
ders for fendfog OS many SusooQrs to Sardinia , 
'iftpoffibld, he difpattnd othets-to the Count dr 
Gnliafck, hisiEtabaflador at Rom, to- make the 
ftrongeft-and indft vigorous, -bat, at tb?- feme 
^ime, therfioft rtfpe&ful Complaints of it to 
the Hdy Father, whom'the Council of Vienna 
accus’d, at fitft of conniving with Spain ; and be- 
liev’d that he Was as well inform’d of this Pro- 
ject, before it l WaS put in Execution, as he was 
of the Marriage of the Princefs of Parma < 
The Imperial Emhaflador difchdrg’d his l JCand- 
miffion in foch a frank Manner* as was affuredly 
not at all relifli’d by»the Holy Father ; who, at> 
appeafe the Emperor, pfOtefted openly -that he 
Had- no hand in the Defigns of the Catholic 
King, artdirail’d raoft' bitterly- againft the new 
Cardinal, J Who, he faid, -had abus’d his. godd 
•Nature* ind deceiv’d him. But the- Imperial 
Miniftefwas-not fatisfy’d with bare Words, : for 
he knew- the contrary Of all that the Pope had 
told him j -and was convinc’d that he wasnot 
'Only pfivy- -to the Defign 'Of the Spampf\set, 
but that; he had hlfo made Ufe of • his -Authority 
to perfukde -feme of -the 'ItaUan' Princes to de- 
-da{* for Spain. Therefore ‘he- demanded real 
J FaftS, namely, that the Pope Should break- off 
all Commerce with Spain, recal his Nuncio* who 
'had beCn '-concern’d in part of the -Intrigue, 
annul the - Bull - Which- granted King Philip < the 
Tenths *fof the Eftfltes of the Clergy of Spain 
hnd ihe- Indies, and degrade Cardinal ^Albrroni 
•ftoin the Honours Of his Gap and Purpltfi '• 

I Theft? 
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V j !fhefe &ppbfals put the flqiy lather to 4 
tetrible Nbnplris 1 ; ih the itoean Xitttb 'he'tnnft 
give Satisfaction to the Court of Vienna^ or btr- 
hold 1 the Territories of the Holy See expos’d to 
Military Executions, with which thefaid C&urc 
threaten’d ill the Princes 6f //&y,wh‘om th£^ 
fufpe£ted ( t6, be in a Correfpondencp with 
'i'he Holy Eather fent for the Cardinals 
viva and del Gittdici tohis Cabinet, tb tOrifuft 
with them what Courfe he ihould take t6 fAtisf^ 
the one without offending the Other. Gitid^ci ex- 
cus’d himftlf frOm meddling in thofe Aifait$, Of 
<which he pretended he had no Knowledge,' tho > 
his Negotiations, as he pals’d' to; Genfid.-'dti^. 
and Turin, when he retir’d' from Spain fb Htin&, 
were able to_ ;cohvince hipa of the Coittraty. 
Cardinal XcquakiPua Went to'his Hpliftefs, \vhdtA 
lie found- Very much alarin’dV tan^ ’they airbed 
to write inimediately' to Madrid, to Efipw 
upihpt of the Refolutions of the Qafdipjd £$1 
the Courts arid that in the mea n time the Hpiy 
JFather Ihould pretend abundance of Anger in 
public, on ptirpofe, if pofliblc, to lp^d lho 
Imperial Miniller. In fhort^ the ; Sham L Wa^')c'irr 
^y *d on fo far, as to threaten Cardinal Ac^uaviva 
•with recalling the Nuncio from MadrU^to 
4 whicb the'Qardipai arifwer’d .very warmly," that 
.the Holy ^Father was Ms'. oWn Matter, and 
flight dp as he .pleas’d ; . bdt/that if "hie 'did 
$s hfe threaten’d, no more Nimcios Would 
.ceiv’d for th< v ftiture ,in the Dipmihipns of'the 
his, Matter. ; v ;; ; ; , v. v, 

ihisjniighiy Quarrel fenced only ip Worro, 
arid the Holy Tather caii^. very, well •bfo.jny 
writing two JLetferSj ope tQ nis NunciOs in 
j. . * * Germany, 
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Germany, and another to the King of Spain , or 
rather to his chief Minifter. Here follows the 
firft. 

Forafmuch as, upon the News of the Refolution 
taken by the Spanifh Court to turn thofe Ships againfl 
Sardinia, which according to fo many repeated Pro- 
mifes Spain had not only defignd for the Levant a- 
gainfi the Turk, but had given out they were already 
gone that Way, the World will perhaps be curious to 
know how his Holinefs will carry it in fo important a 
JunElure, both for his own Honour, and for that of 
the Holy See : I efieem it therefore neceffary to let yout 
Lord/hip btow, that his Holinefs was no fooner affur d 
tf tie horrid ' Fault, but he was rfolv’d to fend an 
Exprefs to the Nuncio in Spain, with Orders to de^ 
liver King Philip a Letter of the fame 'Femur with 
the Copy hereto annex’d ; and to tell him moreover 
(as to the Indulto’s granted him by his Holinefs for 
fwo Subfidies i one to raife a Million and half upon 
the Eftates of the Ectlejiafticks in the Indies ; the 
other for 500000 Ducats, Spanifh Money ; in order 
to employ the Produce towards the Charges which his 
Majefiy Jhould be at in his Expedition agmr.fi the 
Turks, both dire Sled to the faid, Nuncio for Exe- 
cution,) that if as yet they had not been executed, they 
Jhould remain of no EffiSl, fince the Caufe was ceas’d « 
Tour Lordjhip may in cafe of Need reprefent to whom 
it may be convenient, the Importance of this Step taken 
by his Holinefs, both with regard to the Letter, and 
to the other Refolution which accompany s it ; and ytts 
may add the Confequences like to refult from it, to the 
end that every one may be convinc’d of the Candor, as 
ined as Vigor , with which his Holinefs has , and 
does fiill behave on this Occafion. ’ • ' 

Rome, Septemb. 4. 1717. * 

But 
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tt : . But the Letter which the Holy Father wrote 
uj j with his own Hand to the Catholick King, and 
which he did not fail to value himfelf upon to 
the Emperor, is a plainer Indication than any 
Mu other Refle&ions which may be made, whether 
or no the fame was not concerted to mollify 
’p,,, the juft Refentment of the Council of Vienna ; 

1 1 the rather, becaufe it had no Effedt, fince the Nun- 
y - cio flay’d, and that the Catholick King went on 
! quietly to raife the Tenths, iri Contempt of the 

, M Popes Prohibitions ; who, if he had not con- v 

, t0 niv’d at it, would have had Recourfe to the 

, ur Thunder of the Vatican, rather than be dilo- • 

7 , W’d. 

I a The Important and Politick Letter which fol- 
| j, lows was inferib’d indeed to the King, but writ- 
■ ten for Cardinal Alberonn 

M> 

Vt 

l A LETTER from the Pope to the King 
n of SP ain. 

I 

ii Mofl Dear Son in Jsfm Cbrifl , Health 
* and Apoftolkal Benedithon. 

i ** A S We no ways doubted the Afl'urances 

! “ your Majefty had given Us more than 

“ once, that the Ships of War which We had 
“ inflantly demanded of you, and which you had 
“ caus’d to be equip’d, were defign’d for pow- 
“ erfully fuccouring the Chriftian Fleet againft 
“ the Turks : Upon which Perfwafion, and to 
“ contribute to your Glory, We prefently im- 
“ parted it in Confiftory to Our venerable 
“ Brethren, the Cardinals of the Holy Roman 
“ Church ; and alfo what was afterwards ad- 

H “ vis’d 
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“ vis’d on your Part, that thofe Ships had fet 
“ Sail to go to the Levant to fupport the Common 
“ Caufe, as you had often promis’d Us. We were 
** fo much the more perfwaded of this, as We de- 
<c fir’d it with Ardour, having receiv’d Advice, 
“ that that Fleet, altho* it had valiantly defended 
“ the Caufe of the Chriftian Name, expected 
“ with Impatience the Arrival of thofe Auxiliary 
“ Ships, finding themfelves very much fatigu’d 
“ by the bloody Battles lately fought in the Ar- 
“ chipelago. 

“ Your Majefty may then judge of the Sur- 
“ prize and Grifef We have been in, upon the 
“ News lately Ipread, that your Ships had not 
“ taken the Road you had mark’d to Us, but 
“ another diredly contrary to your Promifes ; 
“ fo that the Orthodox Religion could not hope 
<c for any Succours from it, but on the contrary 
“ had all Reafon to be in Fear of moft dangerous 
“ Confequences. 

“ We profefs to you, that hitherto We have 
“ endeavour’d to foften the Grief We had con- 
“ ceiv’d upon this News, in not believing that 
** any Credit ought to be giyen to it, altho’ it 
u was confirm’d by the Difcourle and by the 
(l Complaints of many, becaufe We look’d upon it 
“ as a Thing dirc&ly contrary to your great Pi- 
“ ety, the Faith of your Promifes, and even to 
Ct the Duty of a Catholick King, in a Time 
“ when the Church was in fo great Danger. 

“ But as the common Report of this Affair, 
“ fpread on all Sides, makes Us fear, that by 
“ the Artifices of feme Perfons you may have 
“ been drawn, againlt your own Inclination, into 
“ this deftrudive and dangerous Defign, which, 
“ as ’t is faid, you have already made known : 

I.,'” “ Our 
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** Our fincere and paternal Charity towards yoi* 
“ permits Us not to hold our Peace' in fo great 
" a Danger, not only to your Reputation, but 
** even to your Soul. For who does not Tea 
“ what Account you have to give to tha 
“ King of Kings, and what Stain this would ba 
“ to your Reputation, if your Counfellors fhould 
te be able to extort from you a Defection of tha 
“ Common Caufe j that you lhould have no Re- 
“ gard to the Pcril^of the Chriftian Religion } 
“ and that forgetting yourfelf, you fhould catry 
“ elfewhere the Troops and Arms defign’d to a 
iC facred War, and to the Defence of the Holy 
“ Church ; and that you fhould not regard tha 
“ Faith you have given to us, or rather to God* 
“ who will not be mocked, and in whole Name 
“ we have received your Promifes? Thofe Coun-* 
“ fcllors will draw upon thdmfelves the terrible 
“ Eftefts of the Divine Vengeance ; they have 
“ given to your Majefty- fuch pernicious Coun- 
“ fcls, as tatnifh the Glory of your Royal 
“ Name, elude the Cares and the Efforts of Our 
“ Paftcwal Fun&ion for the Defence of the Chrif- 
“ tian Name ; and which, in fine, God, terrible 
“ to the Kings of the Earth, will not permit to 
“ pafs u®punifh j d. 

“ What Offences in Efteft may not your Mi- 
“ nifters bring upon them, for counfelling you to 
“ prefer them to the Caufe of God ? What Rea- 
“ fbns can they alledge which ought to be pre- 
“ fer*d to the Good of the Catholick Religion, 
“ to the Advancement of the Glory of God, 
“ and to the urgent Neceffities of the Chriftiaa 
“ Commonwealth ? Can they take for Pretence, 
“ that Jefus Chrift has in any thing failed in his 
* Word to them, or tihat he has done them any 
H a “to- 
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“ Injuftice for maintaining their Want of Faith 
" in him, and abandoning the Caufe of his 
“ Name and his Rights, to which they were 
“ oblig’d ? 

“ We moft inftantly pray then your Majefty, 

" and conjure you, iA the Name of Jefus Chrift, 

“ as we have freely reprefented to you, but with 
** a paternal Affedion, that according to your 
“ Equity and lingular Prudence, you make fe- » 
“ rious Refledions upon & Dangers of the 
“ Chriftian Commonwealth, the Church and 
*■* Chrift’s Religion ; and that you will pleafe to 
“ liften to Us ; Us, who hold the Place of a 
“ Father to you, who love you tenderly, who 
* £ give you true and falutary Counfels ; rather 
u than to thofe Sons of Defiance, who think not 
“ but of Things of this World ; and who, de- 
** firing not fo much your Grandeur, as to ac- 
“ quire your Applaufe, infpire you with De- 
“ figns advantagious in Appearance, but moft 
** pernicious in Effed ; and that you win take a 
r< Refolution that will make you leave things in 
“ the State they were ; or if thofe Counfellors 

have induc’d you to make an Alteration, that 
“ you will refiore them again to their former 
“ State, and thereby recover your Glory and 
“ yoUr Confcience, contribute to the public 
“ Tranquility, and prevent, in fine, the Com- 
** plaints of all good Men. 

“ Our venerable Brother Pompeio, Archbifhop 
tl of Neo-Cefarea [ Adrianople ] our Nuncio at 
“ your Court, will tell you more upon this Sub- 
“ jed ; and We pray you to be pleas’d to liften 
“ co him always with Favour, as you have been 
“ us’d to do. In the mean time, we fhall not 
“ ceafe to pray to God, in whofe Hands are the 

“ Hearts 
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ft Hearts of Kings, that he will give the 
“ Strength to our Words and our Councils, that 
“ they may be able to foften the Mind of your 
“ Majefty, and make you form Defigns that 
“ may not flop the Courfe of the Celeftial Bene- 
tc diftions upon you ; but that he may Ihower 
** more and more upon you, for the continual 
Good of your Kingdom : And as a Pledge of 
<c our Pontifical Charity, we give you moft aflfec- 
“ tionately our Apqftolical Benediction. 

Given at Rome, at Sta. Maria Majora, under 
the F/Jbers Seal, the 25th of Auguft, Anno 
1717 ^ and of our Papacy the lyth. 

All the Potentates of Europe form’d almoft 
the fame Complaints againft the Conduft of the 
Spanijb Miniftry, but no Body with more Ear- 
neftncfs than the Englijh Minifier, whofe Coun- 
try Men had fufler’d by this Expedition ; for a 
great Number of Englijh Ships, and thofe of 
other Nations, were feiz’d in the Eaftern Ports 
of Spain, to join the Spanijb Fleet ; upon which 
the Confuls were prefs’d with abundance of 
Complaints ; and they, in their Turn, apply’d 
to the Britijh ]Minifter refiding at Madrid, who 
prefented a Memorial to Cardinal Alberoni, de- 
manding the immediate Releafe of all the Englijb 
Ships made ufe of againft Sardinia. The Mi- 
nifters of other Powers too were willing to be 
inform'd of the Caufe of an Expedition fo un- 
forefeen, and made at a Time when it was be- 
liev’d that po Body had lefs Caufe of Apprehen- 
fion than the Emperor. AH thefe prelfing Soli;* 
citations did, at laft, oblige the Cardinal ** 
publjfl» the following Maijifefto, which w*< 
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his own Compofition, and drawn up in Form of 
? Letter from the Secretary Grimaldo , to all the 

Sfanijh Minifters at Foreign Courts. 

; \ 

COPY of a LETTER of the -Mar - 
quefs Grimaldi, one of the Principal Secre- 
taries of State in the Court of Madrid, to 
the Minifters of his Catholic Majefty^ in the 
federal Foreign Courts. Dated Ayguft 9> 
1717. 

ft T" T is not to be doubted, that the Paffage 
1 ** and Employment of the Forces of the 

King (whom God preferve) for the Reduc- 
“ tion of the Ifland of Sardinia, at a Time 
fe When all the Chfiftian States had .reafon to 
“ perfuade themfelves, that that Armament was 
ft defign’d to reinforce the Chriftian Fleet againft 
u the common Enemy, according to the gene- 
tc rous Offers which his Majefty had made to 
“ his Holinefs, has much furpriz’d your Excel- 
■ f< lfency, ‘as well as the Public, feeing, that even 
“ I myfelf have been extreamly aftonifh’d at it, 
<c who having the Honour to be fo near his 
“ Majefty, may be allowed, fo much the more, 

■ to know, what no Body is unacquainted with, 
,c .his Uprightnefs, his Juft ice, his Religious Ob- 
?* fer vance of his Royal Word, his extream De- 
* licacy in Matters of Confcience, and his Supe- 
* f riority of Spirit in Adverfities, which are fo 
f* many Parts that compofe this Monarch, and 
“ make him furpafs his Predepeflors the moft 
“ Catholic and the moft Holy, in the mean time, 
** who can imagine, that a Prince, adorn’d with 
" all thefe Virtues, forgetting himfelf (as we 
J : . “ may 
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** may fay) fo much, £hould undertake an A& 
<f of Hoftility againft the Archduke, at a time 
" when he had upon his Hands fo dangerous a 
“ War againft the lurks , and when even the 
“ Coafts of the Ecclefiaftical State were threat- 
“ en’d with an Invafion ? The Cafe being thus, 
“ no body can reafon otherwife, than that the 
“ Motives muft be very great and very preffing, 
“ that {hould force fuch a Refolution ; Motives 
“ which after a long and furprizing Silence I have 
at laft been inform’d of from the living Oracle 
“ of his Majefty’s facred Mouth, with Order to 
■** communicate it to your Excellency, which I 
1“ {hall do with all poffible Brevity. 

“ Greatnefs of Soul made his Majefty bear 
“ with the Difmemberment of his Dominions, 
<£ which the Plenipotentiaries would facrifice to 
fC the Tranquility of Europe. After which he 
“ perfwaded himfelf, that thefe ftipulated Sacri- 
“ fices {hould have at leaft lecur’d to him the reft 
“ of this Nation, as glorious as aftlifted. But 
“ no fooner had he parted with the Surrender 
of Sicily in Favour of the Repofe of Spain, up- 
“ on the Condition of the Evacuation of Cata~ 
“ Ionia, and the Ifte of Majorca, than he found, 
“ that the Orders receiv’d for that Purpofe were 
“ conceal’d.; and when at laft it came to the 
“ Knowledge of Jiis Allies, it was pretended, 
<c that the Treaty ihould be executed, by virtue 
“ whereof his Majefty demanded the Evacuation 
“ of the Places. Nothing was more eafy for 
“ that purpofe, than for the Garrifons of the 
“ Archduke to have furrender’d to the King’s 
“ Troops the Gates of the Places they poflefs’d, 
“ in the fame manner as was reciprocally prac- 
‘‘ tis’d among the Potentates cf Europe ; but 
H 4 “ quite 
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“ quite on the contrary, the Generals of the 
“ Archduke, violatingthe publick Faith of Trea- 
“ ties, and the reciprocal Engagements, aban- 
“ don’d the* Places to the Catalans , making them 
“ at the fame time believe that they would foon 
“ return* and thereby fomented their Difquiet 
tl and rebellious Spirit fo far, as to induce them 
“ to think of a furious and obftinate Reliftance ; 
“ and for the better Support of that Reliftance, 
c< which was the more injurious to his Majefty, 
“ as it was powerful, the Generals, when they 
embark’d, permitted that the Horles of their 
ft Troops lhould be left and abandon’d to the 
Rebels. And they had even a Defign to de- 
liver to them 0 flair icy a Place that had been 
** put into their Hands for the more ealy and' 
** iafe Imbarkation of their Troops. 

“ What Expences, what Deftrudions, and 
“ what Afflidions and Miferies, has not this Vi- 
olation of Faith, and Contravention of Trea- 
tc ties, which ought to be facred, brought upon 
Spain ? The Continuation of the War bad been 
“ Jefs fenlible, and the LofleS it might have 
“ brought, more glorious to Spain. 

“ With all thi<, the King, for the Love of 
“ publick Peace, diflen^led, and Ihut his Eyes 
“ upon the continual Suceo.urs that came from 
“ Naples to fupport the Boldnc/s of the Rebels, 

“ in hopes of procuring Step by Step Repofe to 
<£ his Subjeds, after fo long and ruinous a War, 

“ and another without Name. How much more * 
“ eafy would it have been to his Majefty to 
“ Rave invaded, with his powerful Armies and 
“ Squadrons, the Dominions the Archduke pof- 
“ fefs’d, to make him fenlible of the injurious 
“ and jnfidious Treatment he had beeaguilty of? 

“ But 
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“ But notwithftanding all this, the Effc&s of 
“ his Breach of Faith aid not flop there. 

“ Letters were feat to the Generals and Go- 
** vernors of Majorca to furrender it to the 
“ King ; but contrary Orders privately given, 
**. animated them to delay the Performance, and 
“ gain time for the Arrival of German Succours, 
“ to force Spain to a new War, to equip Squa- 
c< drons, and to plunge the Kingdom into new 
Expences and Miferies, ’till in the End, the 
“ King made himfelf Matter of the City, aud 
<c the Bland was deliver'd to him. 

“ It mutt naturally be believ'd, that thefe ma- 
“ nifeft and authentick Ads of the Breach of 
** Faith did not end there. But the Miniftry of 
“ Vienna went fo far, as to approve them by 
publick Demonftrations, and by the Recom- 
“ pences given to mott obftinate Rebels, and 
f< who mott diftinguilb’d themfejves by their cri- 
“ minal Operations, declaring themfelves there- 
** by the Authors of Actions fo injurious, com- 
“ mitted by a People fo unworthy, fo vile, and 
f( fo perfidious. • 

The War which the Turks declar’d again!!: 
“ the Emperor, prefented certainly to his Ma- 
“ jetty a fair Opportunity of revenging himfelf, 
fi and open’d a Door to re-enter the. Dominions 
“ ufurp’d from him. But inftead of taking Ad- 
ft vaiitage of that Conjun&ure, he not only 
“ condescended not to difturb the Peace of Jta- 
“ />, but in oppofition to his own Incereft, he 
“ indi redly contributed to the aggrandizing of 
.as Enemy, employing his own Forces, by a 
“ Motive ot Religion, to reinforce the Allies of 
ft ie Arc r.-Duke, and affitt them in conquering 
f< Iris Enemies. 

" The 
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“ The Kirig, after this, believ’d that a Con- 
“ dud fo. fiacere and difinterefted would have 
“ produced in the Mind of the Arch-Duke, if 
c ‘ not a Dcfire of Peace, at lead the Attention 
“ and Regard which is obferved even among 
** declar’d Enemies, and the Generals of Ar- 
** mies, ia fight of one another ; among whom 
«* reciprocal Civilities are obferv’d. But far iron 
“ following that Praftice, injurious Deelara- 
“ tions have on the contrary been publifh’d at 
“ Vienna , in Italy, and in Flanders, againft the 
“ Perfon of the King, and againft his Crown, 
“ fo far as to caufe the Inquifitor General of 
“ Spain to be feiz’d, notwithftanding that he was 
furnifh’d with the Pope’s Paffport, fortified 
“ with the Confent and Approbation of Cardi- 
‘‘ nal Schrattenbach. This lift Aft has recalled 
** to the Mind of bis Majefty the paft Offences, 
and the Obligations that lie upon a King to 
** revenge himfelf, and actpiire Satisfadion for 
“ the Injuries he has fuffer d ; which he cannot 
“ dilpenle with, without weakening his AuEho- 
“ rity in the Minds of his People ; who will 
‘‘ look upon him as incapable of fecuring their 
Repofe, if he puts up the Affronts that are 
.** offer’d to his Crown. 

“ Upon all which, it is to be confider’d, that 
“ the Miniftry of Vienna have at all tipies 
<c fought all poffible Means of humbling die 
“ Minds of a Nation fo fcrupulous and delicate 
“ in the Point of Honour, and who take filch 
“ Offence at a publick Injury offer’d their King. 

“ Nothing but thefe ferious Coofiderations could 
“ have put a flop to the Courfe of his Ma jelly’s 
“ Intentions of fending the powejful Succours 
! c that were prepar’d againft the Eijemy of the 

“Arch- 
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ft Arch-Duke the Turk, and excite his Juftice to 
“ employ them in a lawful Vengeance. ' 

“ Your Excellency is charg’d to make known. 
That his Majefty, who has concur’d in ad- 
u jutting the Differences of Rome with a Zeal 
“ and Intention fo pure, for the Good and Ho- 
f< nour of the Church, could never, without the 
ft moft powerfol Motives , have ftop’d thofe 
** Forces with’ which he was always difpos’d to 
“ aggrandize it. And it is a great Mortification 
to me, to fee that thefe Succours demanded 
** by his Holinefs, are for fome time delay’d, 
ft which his Majefty thro’ a juft Refentment 
“ cannot avoid. It were to be hop’d, that the 
Condud of the Miniftcrs of a Prince fo con- 
“ fiderdble as is the Arch-Duke, had been re- 
gulattd and proportion’d to the Dignity of a 
“ Sovereign ; and that they had not expos’d 
ft themfelves to the juft Blame that is due to a 
** continual and manifeft Want of good Faith. 

t 

I 

Thefe Reafons, tho’ plaufible in Appearance, 
gave Satisfadion to no body. The Emperor 
being apprehensive that fome of the Princes of 
Italy would fuffer themfelves to be miffed, re- 
peated his Threats, the moft terrible Storm of 
which fell upon the Duke of Parma, whofe Do- 
minions he was refolv’d to fequeftrate ; by this 
Means he chaftis’d two at once, the Dake and 
the Pope. However, he forbore farther Me- 
naces, under an Apprehenfion that fuch Severity 
would exafperate the Parties. Notwrthftand- 
ing this Condud, the Duke was really frighted, 
and fent a Difpatch to Cardinal Aequaviva to 
entreat the Pope, to diufe the Standard of the 
Church to be fet up in his Capital' City, and to 

Gar- 
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Garrifon it in his own Name ; as feveral of his 
Predeceflors had done, apparently with a View, 
that the Emperor’s Cuirafliers would have 
greater regard to his Holinefs’s Troops than to 
his own. The King of England and the Duke 
Regent of France not being fatisfy’d with the 
Reafons alledg’d in the Cardinal’s Manifefto, re- 
new’d their Complaints, and gave out, more es- 
pecially thp former, that if the Court of Spain 
did not put a flop to the Execution of their 
Proje&s againft Italy, his Majefty would be ob- 
lig’d, by Virtue of the Treaty of May 1715, 
to aflift the Emperor his Ally. 

„ The Cardinal reply’d to the King of Eng- 
land’s Remonflrance, with very preffing Com- 
plaints againft the Britijb Miniftry’s Conduct, 
in negociating the laid Treaty of Alliance, as 
incompatible with thofe of the Peace and Com- 
merce concluded at Utrecht in the Reign of 
Queen Anne, and afterwards renew’d upon King 
Georg/s Accdfion to the Crown : Since it is evi- 
dent the Signing of the abovemention’d Treaty 
in the Month of May 1716, was a kind of De- 
claration of War againft Spain ; in regard that 
England engaging in that Treat}' to maintain 
the Houfe of Auftria in the Pofleflion of all 
their Rights and Claims, publickly efpous’d 
their Caufe againft Spain, with which the faid 
Houfe of Auftria had not yet made a Peace ; 
becaufe they refus’d to quit the Pofleflion of 
feveral Dominions belonging to that Crown. 
How reafonable and well grounded foever thefe 
Complaints appear’d to the Cardinal, which the 
Marquefs de Monte leone, Ambaflador of Spain at 
the Britijb Court, made to King George , in the 
Name of the King his Mailer •, no other Ant 
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fore r was return’d, than that the Treaty of 
17ns was not concluded without the Know- 
ledge of the King his Mafter ; fince M. Bubb, 
who was then charg’d with the Care of the 
Britijh Intereft at the Court of Madrid, had 
communicated it to King Philip, before it was 
fign’d : To this Anfwer it was added, That his 
Catholick Majefty had no reafon to complain, 
fince an Alliance of the like Nature was pro- 
pos’d to him. Cardinal Alhercni judg’d a new 
Alliance between the two Crowns to be altoge- 
ther needlefs, efpecially at the Time that if 
was offer’d ; fince there was no Treaty capable 
of making a more ftri& Union between them 
than' that of Utrecht, which having re-eftablifh’d 
Peace and a good Correfpondence between Spain 
and England, appear’d to the Cardinal in all re- 
fpeds incompatible with that which King 
George then concluded with the only Enemy of 
the Spanijh Monarchy. Laftly, the Cardinal, 
who feem’d not to be fo well appriz’d, as he 
ought to have been, of the Pofture of Affairs 
in England, and of the Superiority of the Court 
Party in the Parliament either did not pene- 
trate into the Primum Motile of the Meafutes 
taken by the Minifters of London, or thought 
(which is probable) that 'the Britijh Nation 
’ would never confenr to any Step, that might 
occafion their lofing the Advantages they reap’d 
from their amicable Correfpondence with Spain, 
for the fake of efpoufing the Caufe of a Prince, 
with whom that Nation (as one may fay) had 
no Commerce : But the Sequel has made it ap- 
pear, that the Cardinal did not then conceive a 
right Notion of the Matter. 

During 
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During all thefe Tranfa&ions, the’Marquefs 
de Lede aid not let flip the leaft Opportunity, 
that might promote the entire Conqucft of Sar- 
dinia. The Marquefs Ruby was litrpnVd in his 
Retreat by a Detachment commanded by 
Count Poz,ue(a , againft whom the Marqueis 
valiantly defended himielf four Hours,' till ha- 
ving loft above half his Convoy, which only 
confifted of 1 50 Horfe, and being wounded in 
the Arm, he made his" efcape into a Wood in 
the Difguife of a Peafant, leaving to the Mercy 
of the Spaniards the Count San Antonio Gene- 
ral of the Gallies of Sardinia , who was taken 
Prifoner with fix or feven Officers : Thefe were 
the firtt Fruits of the Triumph, and great Care 
was taken to convey them forthwith into Spain* 
The Marquds Ruby retir'd to Larghero or Algeria 
a Place in a fufficient Condition of Defence, fi- 
tuate feventy Miles from Cagliari, on the Wes- 
tern Coaft of the Ifland, where he met with 
part of the Regiment of Hamilton, fent thither 
from the Milanefe , as foon as notice was given 
there of the Defcent of the Spaniards. The 
Vice-Roy did not flay longy at Larghero , 
and had fcarce Time to provide for the 
Defence -of that Place and of Cajlel Arra - 
gonefe, 3 6 Miles, on the North of Larghero, 
when he receiv'd Advice that Cagliari had 
capitulated,* and that Sajfari lying between 
Larghero and Cafiel Arragonefe , and being the 
Capital City of the Northern Part of the I dandy 
dignify’d with an Archiepifcopal See, had de- 
clar’d for the Spaniards*, who were become Mas- 
ters of the whole Ifland, except thofe two 
Places : So that being continually apprehenfive 
of falling into the Hands of the Spaniards, he 

quitted 
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quitted Sardinia, and retir’d to Genoa, with fomc 
Noblemen of the- Ifland that adher’d to the 
Intereft of the Houfe of Auftria, His Depar- 
ture was foon follow’d by the Surrender of the 
two only Places, where he had left a Garrifon. 
Thus the Marquefs de Lede compleated the Con- 
queft of this Kingdom in two Months. > 

The Advice of thefe Proceedings receiv’d at 
Madrid y caus’d Cardinal Alkroni to take Cou- 
rage, who fufpe&ing that the Germans might- 
make a longer Refinance, began to defpairof 
the Succefs of that Enterprize, on which de^> 
pended that of the Project he had form’d againft 
the other Dominions of Italy. On the other 
hand, the Minifters of Frame and England did 
not ceafe follieiting the Court tq fulpend the} 
Execution of thofe Proje&s, into the Secret of 
which they could not penetrate : For how myfi 
terious foever the Conduft of Minifters, of 
State may for the moft part appear to be, yet 
it’s known that fomewhat is uiually 1ft fall o» 
which a Conje&ure may be grounded: Bu$ 
upon this Occafion, fince the Armament. of the 
Spaniards , as little Infight has been got into their 
Defigns, as if the War were but juft begun, 
which has given upon good Grounds a great 
Idea of the Cardinal’s Capacity, who not being 
able to do every thing himfelf, had the Judg- 
ment to pitch upon Perfons fo very faithful in 
keeping the Secret fo inviolably : He made ufc 
of the good Difpofitions he found the King in, 
(upon the Arrival of the Courier that brought 
the News of the Surrender of the whole Ifland of 
Sardinia) to incite that Prince to purfue a Project, 
the Beginnings of which were fo fuccefsful ; and 
to anfwer the Miniflers of France and England 

with 
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with a firm Refolution. His Catholick Ma* 
jefty expre fling to him the Satisfa&ion he had 
in his Conduit, gave him full Power to alt as 
he ihould think fit in carrying on the proje&ed 
Defign. The Cardinal made the firu Ufe of 
his Power, by giving thofe Minifters whom his 
Conduit had made uneafy, a fatisfa&ory An- 
fwer, at leaft in Appearance ; and aflur’d them 
that the King his Mafter facrificing his own In- 
tereft to the Tranquility of Europe, would con- 
tent himfelf for the prefent with the Conqueft 
of Sardinia, and that they might aflure their 
Matters of it. He immediately difpatch’d In- 
ftru&ions to the Spanijb Minifters at London, at 
Paris, and at the Hague, to give the fame Aflii- 
rances to the Sovereigns at whole Courts they 
refided i and to adjuft all their Anfwers, to all 
the Remonftrances that might be made to them, 
according to that Plan. 

However, he us'd no lefs Expedition to for* 
ward the railing of new Regiments, and refit- 
ting of the Ships come back from Sardinia ; to 
caufe others to be bought in all Ports, and 
others to be launch’d in all the Docks of Spain ; 
to ercft good Magazines on all the Coafts, and 
punctually to defray all theExpences neceflary for 
fo great Preparations. So that all Europe was in 
the greateft Surprize to fee Spain, whole Treafure 
fome Years ago feera’d to be fo cxhaufted, that 
Ihe was in no Capacity to fit out a fmall Fleet 
to Sea, Ihould now find Refburces fufficient to 
anfwer all the Charges incur’d to this Inftant; 
and thofe Sums of Money that are propos’d to 
be laid 'out, in order to have ore of the moft 
confiderable Fleets at Sea, and an Army ca- 
pable of putting vaft Defigns in Execution. 

Hovy- 
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However, England did not fuffer herfelf to be 
decoy’d by the fair PromifeS of the Spdnijh Mi- 1 
nifter ; and while £he made a ihew or believing 
every tHihg that was told her, ,fhe regulated her 
Conduct even according to thatr of Spain: And 
as the latter continu’d without Intefmiffion to 
make great Preparations, To . the Miniftry of 
London loft no time in fitting Out a numerous 
fleet capable of making Head againft that of 
Spain. 

While this pafs’d, the Means of Negotiation- 
were not ncgle&ed } Colonel Stanhope was fent tor 
Madrid to join with M. Euhb, and the Court of 
France difpatch’d thither the Marqueis de Nancre. 
Thefe Minifters had ample Inftruftions to nego- 
tiate (if it' were poflible) an Accommodation' 
between the Court of Spain and the Emperor, 
who had in fome Meafure refer'd his Intereft.to 
King George , deijring his Affiftance by virtue; of 
the Treaty of Alliance of 1716. 

The Abbot du Bois went to London tOjCqncert 
the neceflary Mekfures with his Britannic Majefty, 
whofe Arnjament did alfo give fome Jealqufy to 
France. •• 1 ,! . . 

In the' mean while, the' King of Sicily gave 
Umbrage to ali his Neighbours. The Emperor 
believing him to be in concert with Spain} was 
apprehenfive that he would favour a Defcent on 
the, Kingdom of Naples •, by falling into rhe Mi- 
lanese , which was the Caufe that the Prince of 
Leeuwenftein, Governor of Milan , loft no time in 
putting intb a Pofture of Defence all the Places 
of that Dutehyj that appear’d moft expofed to 
the firft Infults . "df Tuch a Neighbour. The 
Pope, and tjhe other Princes of Italy ; as well as 
Spain, taking nbticti of the Proceedings of this 
• . ,r I Prince, 
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Prince, who had Tent Tome of his Minifteys to 
the Court oi Vienna (where it was reported that 
a Marriage was negotiating between an Arch- 
dutchefs and the. Prince of Piedmont) were, in a 
manner> perfuaded, that he only waited for the 
firft Opportunity to declare for the Emperor. 
Spain, more especially, conceiv’d a greater Jea- 
loyfy than the others, when having caus’d an 
Alliance to be propos’d to his Sicilian Majefty, 
he only receiv’d loofe Anfwers, or Propofals fb 
extravagant, that it might be eafily perceiv’d 
that the faid Prince only aim’d to fpin out the 
Bufinefs, in order to make his own Advantage 
of the firft, favourable Opportunity. This in- 
duc’d the Cardinal to write to the King of Sici- 
ly, and' to offer him the following Articles of 
Alliance. 


I “ That there . fhould be an offenfive and 
defeplive League between the two Kings, for 
as long a . time a? that of Sicily fhould de- 
lil*: 

It “ That Spain , after having fubdued the 
Kingdom of Naples t and not Tooner, fhould 
provide and maintain at heir proper Coft, du- 
ring the War in Tuontbardy, 3000 Horfe and 
1 2000 Foot, tp carry on the Conqueft of the 
State of Milan* jointly with the Troops of 
the King of Sicily. i and farther be obliged to 
maintain a Fleet in the Seas of holy. 

III. “That Spain fhould yield' and deliver uji 
the State of Milan to the King of Sid If. ' ‘ ' • ^ 

IV. “ That SpfliK fhould continue "the Wah,‘ 
tiif the entire Statepf Miffljt "be, fubdued, 
and. as. lohg as t&e J&ihg of Suit] fhould think 

■fo 7 ' ' •' 

V. “That 
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V. “ That in the wean while, amity way of 
“ Dejxjfitum, the King of fbouki deliver tip 
“ Sidly into the Hands of the King of Sfain ; 
“ who, in confideratiOn of this Defofitum, fliould 
“remit to. the King of .Sicily a Million of 
“ Crowns, to make a Levy of Soldiers* 

Thefc Preliminaries of a much longer Treaty 
were accompany’d with a Letter from the Car- 
dinal to the King, in which his Eminency mag- 
nify’d to his Sicilian Majefty the Advantages 
that would redound to him from this Alliance, 
prefling him to fend forthwith the moll ample 
Inftructions to his Miniiler at. Madrid , to adjuft 
this important Afiair* The King of Sicily, wh6 
only fought to gain time, to fee on what Side 
the fiallance would incline, return’d a long 
Anfwer to the Cardinal, in which he entreated 
him to afiihre his Catholic Majefty of his in- 
violable Attachment to his In te reft ; and of his 
fincere Difpolitiott to enter into the ftrifteft Alli- 
ance With him on the following Terms* 

L “ That the King fliould give him a Mit- 
“ lioh of Crowns to take the Field* 

II. “ That his Majefty Siould remit to him 
“ every: Month a Subfidy of 7000 Crowns, to 
“ dttryon the War. > 

1 IL “ That the King fliould cauie 12000 
“Men to march into the State of. AS/ ok, to 
“ jointhe Troops of Piedmont, 

IV* “ That a { the fame time the Spcm$ 
“ Army fliould attack the Kingdom of Ntyks 1 
“and: that the Garrifons of the conquer’d 
Towns fliould confift of one half. Spaniards 
* la “and 
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“ and the other half Piedmontefe , under Pkimon • 
“ #e/e Governors and Spamfi Commanders. 

V. “ That after the reducing of the King- 
“ dom of Naples, 20000 Men or the Troops of 
“ his Catholic Majefty ihould enter ' the Mila- 
“ nefe, to join the Troops of Piedmont, obfer- 
“ ving, with refpeft to the Conquefts in that 
“ Country, the fame Regulation as in the King- 
“ dom of Naples. 

VI. “ That the Contributions rais’d in tiic 
“ State of Milan fhould be equally , divided be* 

tween the Confederate Powers. . 

VII. “ That the Winter-Quarters Ihould be 

entirely at the Difpofal or his Sicilian Ma- 

V jefty. 

VIII. “ That fince his Catholic Majefty 
** could not fend Artillery into the Milatuje , .his 
“ Sicilian Majefty Ihould provide him. with Am- 
“ munition, upon Condition that his Catholic 

Majefty Ihould defray all the Charges. 

The Cardinal not being fo mere; a . Novice 
in Politics, as not to perceive what was the 
Import of fuch an Anfwer, was confirm'd in 
his Sentiments, that i there was fome)Juggle: be- 
tween the Courts of Vienna ind T mini And the 
Court of France alfo, after having fent the 
Count de Mdavi to Turin, without being able to 
dive into the King of Sicily's Views, judg’d it 
a point of Prudence to tfepd Armament by Ar- 
mament, and caus’d a Body of Troops to 
march into Dduphine.. .. * 

The Court of Rome had ibarce made a Peace 
with' that of Spain, by granting the Cardinal’s 
Hat to the Abbot AlUroni, when that Minifter’s • 

( | good 
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good, Fortune occafion’d new Broils between the 
two Courts. 

The. Bifliop of Malaga dying. King Philip 
gratify ’d the new Cardinal with that Bifhopric, 
the Revenue of which amounts to above 70000 
Crowns, and the Pope immediately difpatch’d 
his Bulls to him for that purpofe : Thefewere no 
fooner fent from Rome, when Advice was brought 
thither that the Cardinal de Arias, Archbilhop 
of Sevil, having likewife paid his Tribute to 
Nature, the King had nominated the Cardinal 
to that rich Archbifhopric ,• -and that bis Emi- 
nency having refign’d the Bifhopric of Malaga , 
his Majefty had difpos’d of it in Favour of an- 
other. The Imperial Minifter laid hold of this 
Opportunity to infinuate to the Pope, that his 
HoLinds would difoblige his Imperial Majefty, 
if he were fb eafily perfuaded to grant thofe 
new Bulls to Cardinal Albenni, with whom his 
Imperial Majefty had.fo much Reafon to be dif- 
fatisfy’d , fince he look’d upon him as the Au- 
thor of the War with Spain ; a new Perplexity 
for the Sovereign Pontiff who was defirous to 
follow his temporizing Pian, and to carry it fair 
to both Parties : Thus, without refufing -to gra- 
tify the Cardinal with his Bulls, he put oft the 
a&ual granting of them, under colour of main- 
taining the Ecclefiaftical Difciplin?, which re- 
quir’d that' the Cardinal fhould receive the -Bulls 
for his Bifhopric of Malaga , and that he fhould 
afterwards refign jt, before he could be in a Ca- 
pacity of being provided with the Archbifhop- 
ric of Sevil. Cardinal Acquaviva gave Advice to 
the Court of Madrid of what had pafs’d upon 
this Occafton ; and that Court immediately re- 
fented the Affront in fuch a Manner^ that they 
I 3 threaten’d 


Digitized by v^ooQle 



Il3 The Hifiory ef 

threaten'd the Conte of Rome with a new Rnp» 
ture. 

The Court of Vienna was fo far perfaaded of 
the Pope’s Connivance, in Favour of the SpantfB 
Party, that all the Turns and Wilespra&is’d by 
his fiolinefc could not convince them of the 
contrary, nor hinder the Count de GiiHeu from 
asking the Holy Father for a more real Security, 
by requiring his Gonfcnt to the following de- 
mands. 

I. “ That he ftould renounce his Claim to 
“ the Jnveftiture of the Kingdoms of Naples 
“ and Sicily. 

II. ** That the Dutchy of Benevmo be reftor’d 
** to the Crown of Naples. 

III. “ That the Emperor alone, as King of 
“ Naples, ftould have the Collation of the 14 
“ Bilhpprics of that Kingdom. 

IV. '* That the Bilhops only ftould have the 
“ Right of beftowing Benefices on their Dio- 
“ celans, without the Concurrence or the Alter* 

** native of the Datary. 

V. * That the Datary catmpt referye to hint' 

” felf penfions put of the Benefices. 

VI. M Thgt the Biftops and Benefices of the j 
* Kingdom* of Naples be exempt from the firft 

** Fruits. 

VJI. “ That the Laity of this Kingdom be 
** np mpre ciped to Rome. 

VIII. a That the Tribunal of the Nuncia- 
u ture be fupprefs’d. 

It may be eafily imagin’d with what Difpefi- 
pion the ropehcard fuch Propofals, and whether . 
it were as £afy a Matter to get thefe Demands ' 

approved, | 
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approved, as to offer them. However, his Ho - 
linefs conceiv’d an Indignation again# then, 
which he could not exprefs,. hut the Imperial - 
Minifter remark’d it. Upon this an Order was , 
lent to the Viceroy of Naples, to fend the 
Nuncio out of the Kingdom, and to put thofe 
Articles in Execution, as if they had flip Pon- 
tiff’s Confent, which was punctually per- 
formed. The Imperial Minifter did npt flop 
there, but requir’d the Holy Father to denjand 
again the Hat of Cardinal Alberoni ; and to con- 
ftrain him not to rejedt this Requeft of the 
Emperor, he publickly charg’d the Cardinal 
with negotiating an Alliance between the 
Grand Seignior and King Philip ; and diftributed 
the Proofs of the Charge to the facred College, 
in the following. Piece. 

“ For fame Time paft the Court of Madrid 
“ has carry’# on a deteftable Correfpondence 
** with the Ottoman Porte, under the Dir'edtion of 
“ Cardinal Alberoni , their Prime Minifter, by 
“ means of the Rebel RagotzJei, when he was in 
“ France ; where, in the Monaftery of the Car<- 
“ melites , fituate without the City of Paris , 

“ he, and fome of his Adherents, had fecret 
** Conferences with the Prince de Cellamare , Etw- 
** baflador of the Duke of Anjou , at that 
“ Court. 

“ He there concerted the Projed of an Air 
“ liance between the Court of Madrid and the 

Ottoman Porte. A conftderable Number of 
** French Officers and Soldiers were lifted in his 
“ Service, and in that of the Turks ; and a great 
** Quantity of Ammunition and Arms was 
.** bought, which were to be fent to Cottftan- 
I 4 “ tinople , 
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" tincple, by way of MarfeiEes arid 'tboulcn ; tfie 
‘ “ Money neceflary for that ' Purpofe being 
“remitted by Cardinal Albdrcm to the (aid 
Prince de CeQamare, who told it over to Ra- 
u gotzki, befides a confiderablt Spin for his 
“Journey, , . ' 

a There is a Letter writ by him to the (a id 
“ prince <k Cedamar%, dated the 2'drh of Notvemr 
'** her laft, from Adriample ; wherein he tells him, 
'“ That tho’the Porte was under a great Confter- 
nation, and’ in -an extream Fear, neverthelefs 
^ they had taken a Refolution to continue the 
War, upon the Oder he gave them of the Al- 
“ liapce of the Duke of Anjou ; chiefly relying 
; “ on the Promife made by Cardinal Albewm, to 
« k * carry the War into Italy, by which means the 
" Imperial Forces would be -weaken’d and di- 
minified in Hungary, He adds, that he had 
“ fo effectually reprefented to the Grand Viziet, 
u< and by him to ’the Sultan, the great Advantage 
"that, would redound to the Porte, from the 
“ Alliance with the Court of Madrid, by the 
“ Conqceft that was already made of Sardinia, 
“ that they would no longer hearken to the Per- 
“fuafions of the Mufti, and others who ad- 
“ vis’d them to a Peace, So that the Continua- 
“ tion of the War being refolv’d upon, all the 
“ Baffa’s of the Ottoman Dominions were op- 
“,der’d to raife new. Troops ; and the Captain 
" Bifla pf the Naval Army Was to augment 
it with ten Sultana’s and eight Galleys for the 
“ next Campaign, in a certain Aflurance of gai- 
“ ning all the Advantages they expeCfed from 
“ the Diyerfion made by that War the Duke of 
“ Anjou is engaged in, not only to repair ail fo£v 
“ mer Lpfles,- but evep entirely to retrieve their 

“ Aflaips, 
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“ Affairs, that were miferably gone to wreck : 
‘‘ That the League being thus agreed upon and 
“ accepted^ the Turks prefs’d him to procure, 
** with all poffible fpeed , the neceffary full 
“ Power from the Court of Madrid, for which 
*“ he had pafs’d his Word. 

" “ And further, he gives an Account of the 
ct extraordinary Honours confer’d upon him, the 
“ great Reputation he got by fo noble an Em- 
baffy, and the extream Pleafure with which 
“ the Porte receiv’d this Han, more efpecially 
“ the Propofal relating to the grand Affair, viz,. 

The projected Alliance : And that the Grand 
“ Seignior declar’d, that his‘ molt ardent Defirer, 
“ and greateft Satisfa&ion, was to fee thereby 
“ the Increafe of the Number of his- Friends, 
“ and the Diminution of that of his Enemies, 
** meaning Spain, which, till then, had been an 
“ implacable Enemy to the Porte. ' : 

“ Laftly, He entreats the Prince de CeUamare, 

. “ to represent the whole forthwith to the Court 
“ of Madrid, as he himfelf had already done to 
“ Cardinal Alberoni', intimating that a more 
favourable and proper Opportunity Could not 
“ be met with, in order to conclude fo impor- 
“ tant an Affair with Advantage, and to com- 
“ pafs the common Defigns : So that nothing 
“ ought to be neglef^pd, becaufe ’tis requifite to 
“ ftrike the Iron while it is hot. 

Cardinal Acquaviva no fooner heard what had 
happen’d, but he demanded a private Audience 
of the Holy Father, in which he declar’d to him, 
that as it was his Duty to inform the Catholick 
King and Cardinal Alberoni of what pafs’d, he 
would not do it upon a publick Report, 

and 
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and thathe defied Co know his Holinefs’s Inten- 
sions on an Affair fo extraordinary, and as great 
a FaKhood could be invented } the Scandal of 
Which refle&ed no lefs upon the King, than up- 
on his Minifter ; that indeed he was almoft pcr- 
fwaded, that his Holinefs gave no Credit to an 
Aecufation, which was of fuch an heinous Na- 
ture, that it fell to the Qround of itfeJf ; but 
that this was notfufocient,, and that. the King 
(Could not but take it iU, that his Holinefs foould 
(utter his Enemies to publifh fo deteilabJe a Ca- 
lumny even at the Qates of the Pattern 
: The Holy Father could not forbear fhedding 
Tears; and. opening himfelf without the lcaft 
Referve to Cardinal Acquaviva, conjur’d him 
calmly to conficLer the melancholy and perplex’d 
Situation of his Affairs, being environ’d with 
Gentian Troops,, who only wanted an Opportu- 
nity to mortify him, if he follow’d his own In- 
clination, which naturally carry ’d him to efpoufe 
the Interefts of his CathoJick Majefty, to whom 
he would never fail to give Demonff ration of 
-JdsReadincfs to <fo whatever might be agreeable 
to him, as foon as his Majeily fhould be ftrong 
enough in Italy to fhelter him from any Enter- 
ppizes of the Germans. Cardinal Acquaviva did 
not doubt but bis Holinefs fpoke fincerely. Be- 
bdes, the Holy Father was provok’d at the In- 
jury done to the Holy Se*e by (hurting up the 
Nuncio’s Tribunal at Naples , fequeilring his Re- 
venues, thofc of the Datary and of Vacant Be- 
nefices, by expelling Vincentini the Nuncio, laftly 
by the Order which the Nuncio at Vienna had 
receiv’d to appear no more at Court, but efpe- 
cially by the Propofal of the Articles above- 
mention’d, which in the Holy Father’s Opinion 

carried 


Digitized by v^ooQle 



Cardinal Alberoni. IZJ 

carried in them the higheft Affront that ever 
could be put upon the Holy See. • 

Cardinal Acquaviva inform’d the Cardinal Mi- 
nifter of all that was faid and done upon this 
Occafion, and at the fame time of the abfolute 
Refofal of his Bulls, and of the Reafons alledg’d 
- to him by the Holy Father. 

Cardinal Alberoni was gall’d to the quick by 
the Proceedings of the Court of Vienna againft 
himfelf; he plainly forefaw that he was to be 
the Butt of all their •Refcntment, and that they 
would fpare nothing to be reveng’d upon him 
for the Conduct of the King his Mailer, and his 
Enterprizes againft Italy. But this is no more 
than the common Fate of Favourites, cfpecially 
of foeh, as owe alt their Greatnefs to their In- 
duftry, and not to Birth ; and all the Hatred 
which the World thinks they have caufe to con- 
ceive againft their Mailers, commonly falls upon 
them only. But as he was piqu’d at the Con- 
dtnft of the Council of Aufiria, fo he was pierc’d 
with Grief to fee the deplorable Condition of the 
Head of the Church ; and the Thoughts which 
his Reflexions thereupon fuggefted to him ftill 
confirm’d him in the Profecution of his Defigns, 
the Succefs of which might be fervkeable for the 
Deliverance of the Holy Father, to whom he 
wrote the following Letter ; which contains a 
great deal of RefpeX and Submillion to his Ho- 
linefs’s Will, as to the Difpatch of his Bulls* and 
not a little Refolution and Refentment as to the 
Accufations and Memorial of Count Gal/as. 


Mofi 
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Moft Holy Father, 

** X Have receiv’d by the Hands of Seignior AF 
“ irovandi, your Nuncio at this Court, your 
* Holineis’s Letter, and alfo the Paper which 
** the Archduke’s Minifter put into your Holi- 
u ncfs’s Hands. If I fbould undertake to vin- 
'* dicate myfelf to you from all the Calumnies 
** which it contains, it would be giving too much 
“ Reputation to the Lies fpread by the Enemies 
“ of the Ring my Mailer. ’Tis enough for me 
“ therefore, that your Holinefs, who knows his 
“ Catholick Majefty’s Piety, his Zeal and For- 
“ wardnels, with which, in Imitation of his 
“ Glorious Predeceffors, he labours continually- 
?* to extend the Catholick Religion to all Parts 
«* of his Monarchy : ’Tis enough for me, I fay, 
«* that your Holinels in your Sovereign Wif- 
“domhas conceiv’d an Opinion of.it, which 
“ fuch a Paper deferves. But what furprizes me 
** moft of all is, that the Court of Vienna fhould 
“.have Recourfe to fuppofititious Fa&s, to blacf 
«* ken the Reputation of the Minifters of t&$ 

«* King my Mailer, and obfcure the Luilre of 
** that Purple, with which your Holinefs has out 
** of your meer good Pleafure vouchfaf’d to ho- 
** nour me. Their extravagant Paffion carries 
** them fofar, as to pretend, that his Catholick 
“ Majefty’s Minifters ought to give them an Ac- 
“ count of their Deiigns. This alone is a plain 
“ Indication to your Holinefs and the whoje 
“ World, to what a Degree the Court of Vienna 
“ have prefum’d. I aifure myfelf, that your Ho- 
“ linefs will be fully fatisfy’d in what I now lay 
f* before you, with all humble SubmiiTion, ancj 

that 
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* that you will not difflain to grant me your 
Holy Benedidion, which I implore .upon my 
“ Knees, &c. 

But in order to overthrow thefe Accufations,’ 
the Prince of Cel/amare, thro’ whofe Hand the 
Auftrian Miniftry pretended that all this Ne- 
gotiation pafs’d, wrote the following Letter to 
Cardinal Acquaviva. 

u I receiv’d your Eminency’s Letter of the 
“ 29th paft, with a Paper intitul’d. An ExtraSt 
“ of aB that the Archdukes Embajfador refrefemed to 
tc his Holinefs, in an extraordinary Audience of Wed- 
,c nefday, March the 16th, and afterwards to the 
* f Sacred College of Cardinals. I own to your Emi- 
“ ncncy, that when I faw with how many Cir- 
* c cumftances they reported the imaginary Ne- 
“ gotiations which it was pretended I manag’d 
“ with Prince Ra, gotzki, towards concluding an 
“ Alliance between the Court of Madrid and the 
** Ottoman Porte, I thought I was reading an art- 
“ ful Romance, . compos’d by fome capricious 
“ Virtuofo to divert the Publick ; for tho’ *tis 
commonly faid in Spain, that a Lie always car - 
•“ ries fome Truth in it, this is fo perfedly the 
“ Produd of Fallhood and Slander, that it has 
■“ not the leaft Appearance of Truth ; for I can 
ft allure your Eminency with all the Serioufnefs 
“ that fo nice an Affair deferves to be treated with, 
“ that I never paid any Vilit to Pr. Ragotzki, net- 
ther at his own Palace, nor at his lodgings in 
“ theMonafteryof the Carmelites , and that all the 
i“ Difcourfe I ever had with him was in the Anti- 
“ chamber of that Great Monarch Lewis XI V* 
“ of glorious Memory, where we talk’d only of 

» ' ** in. 
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“indifferent Matters ; and after the King's 
“ Death, I only faw him once by chance at the 
“ Academy of he Belles Lettres which is kept at 
“ the Houfe of the Abbot de Dungeon. The 
** whole City of Paris was Witnefe of this great 
%< Indifference, and that I had no Correfpotr- 
** dence with the faid Prince while he was at 
“ that City j tho’ there are as many long-fight- 
“ ed Politicians at Paris , and perhaps more, 
** than in all the other Courts of the World, 
** who are capable of fpying out the moft 
“ minute Tranfa#ions or Foreign Minified 
** After this Confeffion , your Eminency may 
“ judge with what Aftoniflnnent and Contempt 
“ I read over the faid Extra#, which is fall Of 
■** Lies and idle Stories ; efpccially becanfe I 
<c know neither the Names nor Perfons of Prince 
** RagotzAi’s Treafurer and Banker, nor ever 
“ heard the Mention of a certain Polauder , 
“ whom ’tis pretended I fent with Remittances 
** of Money to Cmftmtinefle. But what pro- 

* vokes me moft is, that fo great a Prince as the 
“ Archduke, being deceiv’d and milled by double 
“ and malicious Tongues, Ihould give occafion 
u to his Minifter at Rj>me, to take fo fcandalous 
** a Step upon fo (lender a Foundation, by paf- 
** fing Inch raanifeft Lies upon the Head of the 
“Church for real Truths, - and drawing Confer 
“ quences from them, fo dilhonourable to the 

* Minifters of a Monarch fo great as the King 
our Mailer. I am alfo of Opinion, that the 

“ Letter which it is faid Prince RagotxJd wrote 
“ to me is entirely fiftitious ; for as he had ne- 
ver the leaft Correfpondence with me, it could 
.** never enter into his Head to write to me 
" about Treaties and Alliances which were ne- 

" ver 
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u ver thought of; infomuch, that thofe who 
** give Credit to fuch Fables, may be told by v 
** way of Banter, that the laid Letter and pre- 

* tended Treaty of Alliance betwixt Us and 
w the Ottomans may be found at the end of ano- 
** ther fpurious and malicious Letter, which has 

* been {hewn at all the Taverns in Italy ; and 
** which the German Tools pretend to have 
** been written by the Great ’lurk to the King 
“ our Mailer, thanking his Ma jelly for'tfaeCon- 
“ quell of Sardinia. 

“ The Count de Gallos, before he took this 
**. wrong Step, Ihould have inform’d himfelf bet- 
“ ter of the pretended Conferences, of the 
** imaginary Voyages of the Polander , and of 
** the Merchants who furnifh’d me with the 
** Remittances faid to have been dillributed for 
the Recruits of Officers and Soldiers, and 
” for the buying Ammunition and Arms. In 
“ Ihort, I can’t conceive how the Faftion of 
“ the Houfe of Auftria could be guilty of fuch 
u a mean piece of Bafenefs, as to make a fort 
“ of War againll us, with Lies, Calumnies and 

* Impoftures, which are evident Proofs that 
** in that Country they have no better Reafons 
“ to offer ; and that being afraid of the clear 
“ Light of Truth, and the inconteftable Jufticq 
“ of our Sovereign, ad fabulaa autem convertutt; 

" , tur * 

' I mention all this to your Eminency only 
“• for the fake of Truth, and to lhew what the 
u Malice and Falfliood of a deprav’d Heart 
il a&ed meerly by Self-Intereft is capable of 

“ doing. 


* Merc. Hijt. of Augnji, f. 201 . 
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“ doing. For to reafon fairly without preju- 
**' dice, I cannot fee where would have been 
“ the Injuftice or Scandal to give fome fort o£ 
“ Afliftance arid Protection to Prince Ragotxki,. 
“ fo pious a Catholic as he ieem’d to be in 
“ France , towards recovering an Eftate for hint 
“ which he thought lawfully belong’d to him, 
“ and towards giving a happy Diverlion to the 
** Forces of the implacable Enemies of out 
“ Monarchy ; nor could it be an Objection by 
“ any "pious Chtiftians, that the lame Would 
**• indirectly flop the victorious Progrefs of the 
<c Germans againft the Infidels, confidering that; 
“ their Ambition threatens the Liberty of Italy, 
** and that as they are Mailers of Part of the 
** Ecclefiaftical State, to the endangering the 
“ Tranquility of all Europe , the Law of Na- 
“ ture permits the applying of a Remedy to 
“ imthinent Danger ; and if we were to confult 
* Hiftories,. we lhall find this Maxim autho- 
** riz’d by ancient and venerable Examples; and 
** that at thofe Times when Crufa'des were pub* 
“ lilh’d for the Conqueft of the Holy Land, 
" the Popes foiind themfelves oblig’d to publilh, 
** one againft the Emperor, and to employ, 
“ againft the Rage and Impiety of the Ger- 
“ mans , the fame Swords they had drawn in 
** the Name of Jefiis Chrift againft the Infidels; 

** and of this there are Inftances enough to fur- 
“ nilh a Volume- But as this is not our Cafe, 
** I'think that what I have fet before your Emi- 
riency is enough to open the Eyes of the Vul-, 
**‘gar, who, under the fpecious Name of Reli- 
** gion, fuffer themfelves to be eafily deceiv’d by 
** the like Fallhood. The Partifans of the Houle 
** of Aufiria , who at this Time fo much urge 

“ the 
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the Obje&ion, ought to remember that their 
“ Prince, when he came into Spain, affifted by 
“ Troops of different Religions, made no Ac- 
“ count of the Wrongs and Slights put upon 
“ the Catholic Religion before his Eyes. 

N. P. de Cell amark, 

The Pope found himfelf at fuch a nonplus, 
that he thought of procuring an Accommodation 
between the Emperor and the King of Spain i 
and a very fair Opportunity feem’d to offer it- 
felf for that End, becaufe the Turks feem’d to 
repent of having hearken’d to Propofals of Peace ; 
Co that if they had been oblig’d to make ano- 
ther Campaign in Hungary, the Emperor, who 
would have had occafion for all his Forces 
there, would not have been in a Condition to 
oppofe the Conquefts of the Spaniards in Italy. 
The Holy Father open’d his Mind to the Count 
de Gallos, who wrote about it to Vienna, where 
his Holinefs’s pacific Intentions were not much 
regarded. The Pogp was not inform'd of what 
pafc’d in thofe Countries where he was not con- 
fulted, otherwife he would not have hazarded 
his Credit to the Contempt which was then ma- 
ni felled for his Mediation. He did not know* 
that if the Emperor could not defend himfelf, 
he had Allies who would itir for him in good 
oarneft. In (hort, the King of England was as 
zealous to break the Meafures of the Spaniard*, 
as they were to fucceed. This Prince fee two 
great Engines at Work at the lame Time, the 
one a numerous Fleet under the Conduct of all 
able Admiral, and the other, the Method of 
Negociations. 

K In 
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In a Word, while they weffe Arming in the 
Ports of England, his Britijb Majefty confut- 
ed how to make himfelf Mediator in the Me- 
diterranean, as he was already in Hungary ; and 
he thought the only Means for this End, would 
be to ad in concert with the Regent of France, 
who, being a Kinfman and Ally of the King of 
Spain, might be capable of inclining him to 
fome Projed of Peace, while himfelf labour’d 
for the fame End with the Emperor, to which 
he was authoriz’d by the Obligations of the 
Alliance. 

My Lord Stairs, who went to Paris after the 
Treaty of Triple Alliance between France, Eng- 
land and the States-General, was charg’d to fife 
the Regent upon this Head ; and this Minifter 
found him dilpos’d to concur with all his Might 
for procuring a Peace to Europe. As the Situa- 
tion of Affairs at that Jundure requir’d that no 
Time fhopld be toft, the Abbot du Bois being 
inform’d of his Royal Highnefs’s Intentions re- 
pair’d to London. It was fit that that Minifter, 
.who had already labour’d 1 for Peace with fo 
much Succefs, fhould have the laft Hand in fi- 
nifbing it. Therefore, with his Britannic Ma- 
jefty’s Favour, my Lord Stanhopeznd other Mi- 
nifters, in conjunction with the Abbot du Bati 
jdrqw up, the famous Projefl of Accommodation, 
.which wks forthwith communicated to the Re- 
This Prince perceiv’d immediately that 
y '.had n<it taken due care .therein of fos 'Gat- 
lifk Majefty’s Interefts> and 'having' regard to 
^he "H.o^puT^pf the Court of Madrid, \k judged 
■jjft ifirft that the Reftitutionbf&irdinid, which 
was *fti pufared bjr one fof the-* Articles, would 
meet with great Obftacles. H is* Royal- 

dA nefs 
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nefs judg* d alfo, that it would not be fufficient 
' ' to regulate the Sacceflion, to Tufcany in Favour 
of an Infant; and that the Faith of Treaties 
alone would not be capable of transferring that 
Dominion to the Prince for whom it was do* 
fign’cL Therefore, he. was for adding to the 
fifth Article all the fifteenth Paragraph, which 
eftabliih’d Swifs Garrifops in thofe Dominions ; 
and engages them to defend the fame againft all 
Aggreffors ; and to deliver them to none but 
the Infant Prince. This Addition feem’d fo rea- 
fonable to King George , that it was made with- 
out any difficulty ; but that which related to 
Sardinia , was not fo eafily got over. His Bri- 
tannic Majefty agreed indeed, that the Regent 
was in the right ; and that perhaps the King of 
Spain might alfo offer fome plaufible Reafon for 
not reftoring it ; but he declar’d on the other 
hand, that he doubted whether the Emperor 
would approve the Projeft without this Claufe; 
wherefore he fent Orders to his Minifter at Vi- 
enna, to lift the Intentions of his Imperial Ma- 
jefty upon this Article, which fomewhat retard- 
ed the Conclufion of the Affair. The Britijh 
Minifter found the Emperor inflexible : That 
Prince faw that the War in Hungary was draw- 
ing to an end, and that he ihould have more 
Troops at his Difpolal, than' would be necelfary 
for defending all his Dominions in Italy ; there- 
fore he anfwer’d refolutely, that he was highly 
oblig’d to his Majefty for the Pains he tcok to 
bring Spain to an Accommodation ; but that he 
infilled on it as a Preliminary, that all Things 
Ihould be re-eftablilh’d as they were before the 
Invafion of Sardinia ; and that he was refolv’d 
not to yield his Enemy an Inch of Ground. 

K a Upon 
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Upon this Foot therefore, a Projed of AcconH 
modation was drawn up at London, and fern to 
the Regent to be communicated to the King of 
Spain, while his Britannick Majefty employ’d all 
his Intereft with the Emperor, to make him ac- 
cept it. The Marquefs de Nancre was lent to 
Madrid, to ad in concert with the Duke of St. 
Aignan and Colonel Stanhope, and to endeavour, 
in Conjun&ion with them, to remove all the 
Objcftions which the Cardinal might offer; 
and laftly, to allure the Catholick King viva 
voce, that his Moft Chriftian Majefty would en- 
gage to procure him the Reftitution of Gibral- 
tar, which Article had been agreed upon with 
the King of England, but not inferted In the 
Projed of Accommodation, for fear of incen- 
fing the Britijh Nation, who had the Preferva- 
tion of that Key of the Mediterranean very much 
at Heart. 

The Cardinal had form’d his own Plan, and 
infifted on it with his ufual Firm Refs. He re- 1 ' 
ceiv’d the Propofols of thofe three MinifterS* 
and pretended he would fign them only to gain 
Time, while he flatter’d them with the moft 
agreeable Expeditions. -In the mean while 
every thing was preparing in the Ports of Barg- 
ee Iona, Alkeint, Cadiz, and Cagliari, for feme Ac- 
tion which was to ftartle an Europe, at leaft as 
much as the Enterprise on Sardinia. England 
orr her Fart haften’d the Armament of the Fleet 
Which fhe defign’d for the Mediterranean, and 
which was to confift of twenty two Ships of 
the -Line, two FiYeftips, two Bomb-Galliots 
andean Hiofpital-Ship.- • The Cardinal, who was 
far ftojn b'eirfg idle at the fame Time, did not 
qtolytapply hwafidf feo the Pseparations for Wat*, 
- : -• -a- : but 
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but took great Pains to procure a Peace nearer 
Home. This Peace had a View to the Towns 
which the Crown of Spam ftill poffefles upon the 
North Coaft of Africa towards the Straits, and 
upon the Confines of the Dominions of the 
Kings of Fez. and Morocco. The great Arma- 
ments which Spain made, and the Defign of 
which was lefs known in Africa than Europe , 
alarm’d thofe of Morocco , who have block’d up 
Ceuta by Land for feveral Tears , and who ima- 
gining that all thefe vail: Preparations might 
have a View to them, and that Spain would 
fall into their Country with all their Forces, the 
Governor of Ceuta receiv’d Exprelfes from the 
Court of Morocco, with feveral Projetts of a 
Peace, and fuch as were very honourable to the 
Crown of Spain ; for the African King offer’d to 
rellore all the Places which he had taken upon 
that Coaft, and particularly Oran, the Conqueft of 
which had coft him fo much Blood and Mo- 
ney. The Cardinal Minifter did not negleft 
fo fair an Opportunity to deliver Spain from a 
War, in a manner Hereditary, and which oblig’d 
her to have always a fmall Fleet at Sea ; there- 
fore the Governor of Ceuta receiv’d all the In- 
ftruftions necefi'ary for bringing the Affair to a 
good Iffue. 

The Cardinal’s Thoughts were no lefs intent 
on Domeftick Affairs; and he gave all the ncceffary 
Orders for executing fuch Proje&s as might con- 
tribute to the Eafe of the People, to the Glory of 
the Nation, and the Advantage of the King. To 
him is owing the Eftablifhment of feveral Ma- 
nufaftures, both profitable and neceffary. To 
him were owing the Alterations made in the Cuf- 
toms, by taking them from the Inland Towns, 
and re-eftabliftung them in the Sea Forts. To 
K 1 him 
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Jiim is owing thp Farming of Tobacco, from 
which the King expefls to reap fuch vaft Advan- 
tages ; and thofe confiderable Sums which re- 
turn’d into the King’s Treafury, and which he 
forc’d the chief Farmers, who had enrich’d them- 
felves at the Expence of the Prince and People, 
to difgorge. All thefe Things cou’d not be re- 
gulated without very many Difficulties, which 
the Cardinal always furmounted by hisunihaken 
Firmnefs, which is fo natural to him, that he 
never recedes from what he has once undertaken. 
Indeed, he feafons it with a certain deceitful 
Flattery, but he generally fucceeds in it, and 
fcarce iyidertakes any thing till he has examin’d 
and weigh’d all the Cotifequences, forefeen and 
pbviated all the Difficulties; and ' as foon as a 
Project feems impra&icabJe to him, how fair and 
plaufible foever it feem’d to him at firft,he aban- 
dons it with-it any Fondnefs. ’ ' ' 

But amidft all thefe Affairs, he'gavp himfclf 
efpeciatly to the moft important, namely the 
Adair of Italy, the Succefs of which he look’d 
pport as infallible. But the Inftances made to 
the King by the Minifters of thofe Princes 
yrho were Authors of the Projeft of Accom- 
modation continually alarm’d him, for fear left 
hjs Catholiyk Ma jetty fhould fuffer himfelf at 
length to be perfwaded. Therefore, to prevent 
a Blow fo fatal to his Defigns, and as he 
thought to his own Honour, he obtain’d a Con- 
ference with the King uppn the Tenor of thp 
eighp Articles of this Projeft, which were : 

J. “ For rpdrgffing the l^te Trpubles which 
have arifen contrary to the Treaty concluded 
f- at fiaden the 7th of September 1714, and to the 
J'iei’frali^y pftabjiffi’d fpr jtaly, by the Treaty of 
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“ March 24, 1713, the Mpft Serene and Moil 
“ Potent King of Spain engages to reftore to 
f* his Imperial Ma jelly, and 'will effedually re- 
“ ftore to him, immediately after the Exchange 
“ of the Ratifications of the prefent Treaty, or 
“ in two Months after at fartheft, the Ifland 
“ and Kingdom of Sardinia, in the Condition it 
“ was in when taken ; and fhall renounce, in Fa? 
“ vour of his Imperial Majefty, all his Rights, 
“ Pretenfions, Pleas, and Adions, upon the faid 
“ Kingdom ; fo that his Imperial Majefty (hall 
“ he at as full Liberty to difpofe thereof, as of 
“ Things to him appertaining, in fuch a Manner 
“ as he has refolv d on for the publick Good. 

II. “ As the only means to be found for fcftab- 
lifting a tailing Balance of Power in Europe . , 
“ has been to regulate the Succeffion of the 
" Crowns of France and Spain, fo as that they may 
“ never be reunited on one and the fame Head, 
“ nor in one and the fame Line , and that thefe 
“ two Monarchies may remain for ever feparate i 
“ and whereas for confirming a Regulation, fo 
“ neceflary for the publick Tranquility , the 
* Princes, who, by their Birth, might have .a 
“ Right to thofe two Succeffions, have folemnly 
“ renounc’d, each of them feparately, for them- 
if (elves, and for all their Poftcrity ■, and where- 
“ as the laid (Separation of the two Monarchies 
“ is become a Fundamental Law, which has 
“been recQgnii d by the States-General, com- 
“ monly call’d the Cortes aflembled at Madrid, 
FJgvemher 9, 17x2, and confirm’d by the 
“ Treaties concluded at Utrecht , April 11,1713, 
“ His Imperial Majefty, to give the utmoft Per- 
“ fedion to a Law fo neceflary and fo wholfom, 
“ .and to leave no caufe of ill Sufpicion for the 
. • ' . K r • “ fu- 
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** future, and being defiropa to confirm thepub- 
“ lick Tranquility, accents and confirms to the 
• “ Diipofirions made, regulated and confirm'd by 

“ the Treaty of Utrecht, touching the Right 
“ and Order of Succeffion to the Kingdoms of 
“ France and Spain, and renounces as well for 
" himfelf as for his Heirs, Defcendants and Suc- 
*' ccflors, Male and Female, all Rights and Pre- 
tenfions in general whatfoever, without Ex- 
** ception, to all the Kingdoms, Countries and 
Provinces of the Spanijh Monarchy, of which 
“ the Catholick King has been own'd lawful 
“ Pofleflor, by the Treaties of Utrecht ; pro- 
‘bmifing moreover to give autherttick Afts of 
“ Renunciation theteofj in all the bell Form, to 
“ caufe them tq be publilh'd and regiflet'q 
“' where need ihall be, and to fhrnifli Copies' 
“ thereof, in the manner accuftom’d, to his Ca- 
** tholick Ma jelly and the contracting Powers. , 
III. ** In confequence of the faia Renurtda- 
** tion, which his Imperial Majefly has made, 
** thro* the Defire which he has to contribute to 
“ the Repofe of all Europe ; and becaufe thq 
* Duke of Orleans has renounc’d, for him and his 
“ Defcendants, all his Rights and Pretenfion? 
“ to the Kingdom of Spain, ori condition that 
“ the Emperor, nor none of his Defcendants, 
“ may ever fucceed to the faid Kingdom, iii$ 
“ Imperial Majefly owns King Philip V for 
“lawful King of the Monarchy of Spain and 
“ the Indies', promiles to give him the Titles 
** and Characters due to his Rank, and to his 
“ Kingdoms; to let him peaceably enjoy, with 
K his Defcendants, Heirs and Succefl'ors, Male 
** and Female, all the Dominions of the Spanijh 
** Monarchy in Europe , in the Indies, and elfe- 

“ where. 
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“ where, the Pofleflion of which was cooBrm’d 
“ to him by the Treaty of Utrecht, not to diC- 
" turb him dire&ly nor indirectly in the (aid 
“ Pofleflion, and never to form any Pretenfion 
w to the faid Kingdoms and Provinces. 

IV. “ In confideration of the Renunciation 

* and Acknowledgment which his Imperial Ma- 
f *jefty has made, by the two foregoing Ar* 
" tides, the Catholick King renounces recipro- 
** tally, as well for himfelf as for his Heirs, 
“ Defcendants, and Succeflors, Male and Fe- 
0 male, all Rights and Pretenfions whatfoever, 
0 without Exception , to all the Kingdoms, 
0 Countries and Provinces, which his Imperial 
“ Majefty poflefles in Italy, and in the Ntther- 
0 lands, or which he ought to poflefs there, by 
0 vertue of the former Treaty; and, in general, 
0 all the Rights, Kingdoms and Countries in 
“ Italy, which belong’d heretofore to the Spanifi 
“ Monarchy, among which the Marqui&te of 
“ Final, yielded by his Majefty to the Rcpub^ 
“ lick of Genoa, in 1713, is to be deem’d ex- 
“ prefly included, promifing to give the folemti 
“ ACts of Renunciation heretofore declar’d, iti 
“ the bed Manner and Form, to caufe them to 

* be pubtifh’d and regifter’d, where need (hall 
“ be ; and to furnilh Copies thereof to his Id£ 
“ perial Majefty, and the contracting Powers^ 
** in the ufual Manner. His Catholick Majefty 
“ renounces, in like manner, the Right of Re- 
“ verfion to the Crown of Spain, which he had 
“ referv’d himfelf to the Kingdom of Sicily ; and 
“ all other ACts and Pretenfions, which might 
“ ferve him for a Pretext to difturb the Emperor, 
** his Heirs and Succeflors, dire&ly or indirectly, 
0 either in the faid Kingdoms and States, or ih 

“ thofe 
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*?. thofc which he a&ually poflefles in the Nether* 
“ lands, and any where befides. 

V. “As the Gap, which would be in the 
“ Succeffipn to the Dominions, now poflefs’d by 
“ the Grand Duke -of Tufcany , and by the Duke 
“ of Parma and Placentia , in cafe they and their 
“ Succeflors fhould cpme to die without Male 
“ Kfue, might oceafion a new War in Italy, on 
“ one Hand, by the Rights which the prefent 
“■-Queen of Spain, born Dutches of Pamai 
“claims to the faid Succeffion, after the Deceafe 
“of the lawful Heirs that are nearer, than her * 
“ and, on the other, hand, by the Rights which 
“the Emperor and Empire claim to the faid 
“ Dutchy, in order to prevent the fad Confe- 
“ quences of thefe Drfputes, it is agreed, that 
* x the faid Dominions or Dutchies, now poflefs’d 
“ by the Grand Duke of Tufcany, and by the 
“ Duke of Parma and Placentia, (hall be recog- 
■‘ nk’d and unqpeftionably reputed for the fu- 
“ture,and for ever, by all the contratting Par- 
“.ties, as Mafculine Fiefs of' the Holy Roman 
“ Empire > -and whenever the Succeffion to the 
laid Dutchies happens to fail for want of 
“ Male Succeflors, his Imperial Majefty confents 
“ for himfelf, as Head of the Empire, that the 
^eJdeft Son of the Queen of Spain, and his 
“ Male Ifliie born in lawful Wedlock ; and on 
“ Failure of them, the fecond Son, or the other 
“ Cadets of the faid Queen, if fhe has any, as 
“ likewife their Male Ilfue born in lawful Wcd- 
“ lock, lhall fucceed to all the faid Dominiqns, 
“ and as the Confent of the Empire is requifite 
“ for that End, his Imperial Majefty fhall ufe 
all Diligence to obtain it, and after he has fo 
“ p.btain’4 it, he fhall caufe Letters Expectation 

** to 
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^ to be difpatch’d, containing the eventual In- 
veftiture for the Son orSons of thefaid Queen, 
** and their lawful Hue Male, in due and pro- 
w per Form, and (hall caufe them to be deliver’d 
foon after into the Hands of his Catholick 
“ Majefty, or, at leaft, within two Months 
“ after the Exchange of the Ratifications ; pro- 
“ vided nevertheless, that no Damage or Pre- 
judice be done to the PoffefEon of the Princes, 
** who now hold the faid Dutchies, and that- 
“ they remain fecure in all Points. 

“ Their Imperial and Catholick Majefties 
“ agree that Leghorn fhall remain for ever a free 
“ Port, in the fame Manner as it now is. 

“ In confequence of the Renunciation which 
“ the King of Spain has made to all the- -King- 
“ doms. Countries and Provinces in '-Italy, which 
formerly belong’d to the Kings of Spain , he 
** fhall yield and give up to the Prince, his Son, 
v the Town -and Harbour of Porto Lutgoney with 
“ what his Catholick Majefty actually poflefles 
“ in the Ifte of Elbe, as foon as that, by the 
“ Vacancy of the Succeffion to the Grand Duke 
v of Tufeahy, for want of Male Hue, jhe faid 
u Prince of Spain fhall be put in aCtual Pqfleffion 
,f of the faid Dominions. 

“ It is moreover regulated and folemnly ftiph- 
tf lated, that none of the faid Dutchies and Do- 
minions can or ought at any time, or in any 
if Cafe whatfoever, to be poflefs’d by any 
(f Prince, who fhall be at the fame time King of 
“ Spain ; and that no King of Spain fhall ever 
tf be Guardian to the faid Prince of Tufcany. 

“ Finally, ’tis agreed by all and every one of 
“ the contracting Parties, and they likewife en- 
gage on? another, tha; during the Lives of 
• \ " th? 
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* the |>refent Pofleflors of the Dutchies of Tup- 
“ catty and Parpta, or of their Ifl'ue Male, they 
“ will not permit the Emperor, and the Kings of 
“ France and Spain, and the Prince dcfign’d, as 
** above, for the faid Succeffion, ever to intro- 

* duce any Soldiers, of what Nation foever they 
“ arc, either of their own Troops, or others in 
u their Pay, into the Countries and Territories 
*.* of the laid Dutchies, nor to eftablifh Garri- 
“ fons, in the Towns, Ports, Citadels and For- 
<c trefles therein fituate. 

*' Bpt in order to provide ftill greater Secu- 

** rity again If all manner of Events, for the Suc- 

“ ceffion of the laid Son of the Queen of Spain, 

“ who is intended, by this Treaty, to fuccecd to 

** the great Dube of Tufcany , and to the Duke of 

c< Parma tad Placentia ; and to render him more 

“ certain of the Execntioa of what is promis’d 

“ him for the faid Succeffion, and alfo to (ecu re 

“ from all Infringement the Feodalty eftabliih’d 

“ on the faid Dominions, in Favour of the Em- 

“ peror and Empire, it is agreed on both Sides, 

** that the Swi/s Cantons {hall Garrifon the chief 

“ Places of thofe Dominions, viz,. Leghorn , Pvr- 

“ toferrajo, Parma and Placentia, with a Body of 

** Troops not exceeding 6000 Men ; and for this 

** tnd the three contrading Parties, who ad as 

** Mediators, (ball pay the laid Cantons thene- 

“ ceflary Subfidies for their Maintenance ; and 

**they (hall remain there till fuch a Circum- 

dance happen in the (aid Succeffion ; and then 

K they (hall be oblig’d to deliver to the Prince, 

0 defign’d to inherit, the Places committed to' 

** their keeping ; provided neverthelefs that this 

** *aufe no Prejudice nor Expence to the prefent 

“ Pofleflors and their Male Succeflors, to whom 
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' “ the f id Troops dull take an Oath of Fideli- 
** ty, and take no other Authority upon them, 
“ but to defend the Places of which they (hall 
“ have the keeping. 

“ And forafmuch as the Time that may be 
' ** fpent in agreeing with the Swift Content, about 
“ the Number of thofe Troops, the Subfidies ' 
“ to be granted them, and the manner of rai- 
“ fing them, may, perhaps, too much delay a 
“ Work fo falutary, 'his facred Britamtick Ma- 
“ jetty, out of the (incere Defire he has to for- 
** ward it, and to attain the fooner to the Re- 
** eftablifliment of the publick Tranquility, 
“ which is the foie End propos’d, will not re-' 
“ fufe, if the other Powers (hall think (it, to 
“ fumifh his own Troops for the Ufe above- 
“ mention’d, till fuch time as thofe which (hall 
“ be rais’d in Swfferland can be ready to guard 
“ the faid Places. 

VI. '‘ His Catholick Majefty, to give a fin- 
** cere Proof of his good Intentions for the pub- 
“ lick Tranquility, confents to the Dfipofition 
“ which lhall be made hereafter of the King- 
" dom of Sicily, in Favour of the Emperor, and 
“ recounces for himfelf and his Heirs and Suc- 
“ celfots, Male and Female, the Right of Re- 
“ verfion of the faid Kingdom to the Crown of 
•** Spain, which was exprefly referv’d to him by 
“the Aft of CefiBon, of January 10, 1713; 
“ and, for the publick Good, derogates as far 
“ as may be necefiary, from the faid Aft of the 
“ 10th of June 1713, and from the fixth Ar- 
“ tide of the Treaty concluded at Utrecht, be- 
“ tween his Catholick Majefty and his Royal 
“ Highnefs the Duke of Savoy ,* and, in general, 
“ from whatfoevex may be contrary to the ma- 

.. “king 
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* king Over again, Difpofkion and Exchange Of 
“ the faid Kingdom of Sicily, according as it is 
“ ftipulated by the prefent Conventions ; on Con- 
“ dition neverthelefs , that in Exchange, . the 
“ Right of Reversion to the Ifle and Kingdom 
* ( of Sicily, to the faid Crown, lhall be yielded 
“ and fecur’d to it, as is explain’d more at large 

* hereafter, in the fixth Article of the Conven- 
“ tions between his Imperial Majefty and the 
“ King of Sicily. 

VII. “ The Emperor and the Catholick King 
** mutually permit and engage one another to the 
“ reciprocal Defence or Guaranty of all the 
“ Kingdoms and Provinces which they actually 
“ poflefs, or ought to poiTefs, by vertue of the 
“ prefent Treaty. 

VIII. “ Their Imperial and Catholick Ma- 

* jellies fhall, immediately after the Exchange 
“ of the Ratifications of the prefent Conven- 
" tions, all and each of the Conditions therein 
“contain’d, and this within the fpace of two 
“ Months at fartheft ; and the Ratifications of 
“ the faid Conventions fhall be exchang’d at 
“London, in the fpace of two Months,: to 

reckon from the Day of figoing, or fooner, if 
“ poffible, and immediately after the previous 
“ Execution of the faid Conditions, their Mr- 
* c nifters Plenipotentiaries, who fhall be by them 
“ authoriz’d, fhaU agree at the Place of Coft- 
“ grefs, of which they fhall be agreed, and this 
<e as foon as poffible, on the other Heads of 
“ their particular Treaty, by the Mediation of 
“ three contracting Powers. 

“ Moreover it is agreed, that in the Separate 
“Treaty of Peace, to be made between the 
“ Emperor and the King of Sprin, a general Am- 

“ nefty 
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a nefty (ball be granted for all Perfons of what* 
** foever Condition, Dignity, Rank and Sex 
f< they are, as well of the Eftate Ecclefiaftick as 
<f Military, or Civil, who have follow'd the Par- 
** ty of the one or the other Power, during the 
“ Courfe of the laft War, by Virtue of which 
“ Amnefty all fuch Perfons, and every one of 
“ them (hall be permitted to re-enter into the 
“ full Pofleffion and Enjoyment of their Eftate^ 
“ Rights, Privileges, Honours, Dignities and 
“ Immunities, to enjoy the fame as fredy, as 
“ they enjoy'd them at the Beginning of the laft 
“ War, pr at the time' when the laid Perfons 
“ attach'd themfelves to the one or the other 
•“ Party, notwithftandingithe Con filiations, Ar- 
“ refts, and Sentences pafs'd or pronounc'd, du- 
“ ring the War, which (hall be nuU, and as if 
w they had not happen’d"; and moreover, by 
“ Virtue of the faid Amnefty, all and every one 
“ of the faid Perfons, who (haft have follow’d 
“ the one or the other Party, ihall be at Liberty 
“ to return to their own Country, and enjoy their 
“ own Eftates, as if the War had not happen’d, 

* with full Right of adminiftring their Eftates 
“in Ferfon, whether they are prefent or by 
tf Proxy, iftheychufe to be abroad; withPow- 
“ er to fell or difpofe thereof- in fuch manner as 
“ they (hall think fit, as they had a Right to do 

befofe the Beginning of the War. 

; Tho’ the Princes, who form’d this ProjcA, 

* thought it very advantagious to Spain, it did 
not appear To to the Cardinal, nor by-confe- 

- qucnce to their Catholick Majefties, who treated 
f it -at firft as monftrous and inrpradlicable, not 
: only #ith-refpe& to fuch. Clau&s. of the Articles, 

* - 1 ' wherein 
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wherein the Miciftcr thought, be ftw die Into 
lefts of Spain facrific’d to I know oft .how many 
distent Views, but aUb with refp«& to the 
manner in which they were propos’d to hipi ^ 
for he heard, that a Treaty of Triple Alliance 
was on foot to compel either of the two Par- 
ties, who refos’d to fubfcribe this Proje& i and 
that this Condud was authoris’d by a Prece- 
dent in 1659, when France, England and Holland* 
united by Treaty, at the Hague, of May 21. 
July 24. and Auguft 4. to incline, or in cafe of 
Refulal to force the Kings of Sweden nnd Den- 
mark to conclude a Peace, and to accept the Al- 
terations made by thofe three Powers in the 
Treaty of Rtnebild. This Precedent was back’d 
by that of the Treaty of Triple Alliance, con- 
cluded likewife at the Hague, between England, 
Sweden and Holland, in order to oblige the King 
of Spain to conclude a Peace with France, on 
Conditions tbgx were concerted by thofe throe 
Posners, which gave Occaiion to the Treaty of 
Aix la Chapette. 

The Cardinal pretended, that this cooftrain- 
ing Claufc, notwithftanding the Precedents at- 
lcdg’d, was very dilhorvourable to the Crown of 
Spain i the rather, for that it could not be deemld 
as common, or equally • obligatory to . the two 
Parties > for he pretended to have good Informa- 
tion, that the faid Proyetl was not regulated and 
agreed upon, ’till every Article had pafs’d the 
Approbation of the Court oi. Vienna, And his 
Eminency was convinc’d of this afterwards, fiiKje 
my Lord Stanhope owns exprefly in his Memorial 
of May 26. to the Marquefs of Mmtelem, “ That 
*' the Emperor did not enter into a* Negotiation 
“ upon the Project, ’till that, after three Months, 

“ Re- 
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■ ft Refalal, ‘ he was allow’d the Article of the 
“ Reftitution of Sardinia, which was a great Un- 
“ eafinds to his Bntannick Majefty and the Re- 
“ gent, becaufe his Catholick Majefty had the 
“ Preservation of that Ifland fo much at Heart; 

The Cardinal did not fail to make the moft 
, of this Cbnfidetation in the Conferences which 
he had upon this Affair in their Majefties Car* 
binet >• and he aggravated to the King the Dis- 
honour, which it would refled upon his whole 
Reign, to accept of a Peace propos’d in this man- 
ner fothat he own’d to his Majefty in effed, that 
he might give Ear to the Pcopofals of Peace, 
only he exclaim’d againft the manner of Treat- 
ing. The King approving his Reafons, after 
fe'veral Conferences between the Cardinal, Co- 
lonel Stanhope, the Duke of St. Aigtum, and the 
Marquefs de Nature, the Projed was abfolutel^r 
rejeded as injurious to his Catholick Majefty a 
Honour. 

In the mean time it moft be confefs’d, that 
the real Motive of all the Refolutions of the 
Court of Spain, upon this Occafion, was their 
Confidence in the Succefs they promis'd thctn- 
felves from .the Expedition they had concert- 
ed againft Sicily ; for there was no State in 
jail Italy, -where an Invafion was lefs expeded 
from the Spaniards, especially after that his &- 
1 vlian Majefty being inform’d of the Intentions 
.of, the Emperor, who was refolv’d not to defift 
from, his Pretenfions to Sicily , and got it ad- 
judg’d to him in the Projed of Accommodation, 
had recall’d his Minifter from Viema, and writ- 
ten to the Catholick King to prefs him to con- 
clude a Treaty of Alliance, after having afliir’d 
•the Spanijb Minifter residing at ’Turin, ** That he 
. L “ was 
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u Was ready to lofe the laft Drop of his Bloody 
** rather than acquiefce in the ProjeEl of Acctmt- 
** modation ; adding, That as he knew how to 
** acquire his Kingdom in the laft War, fo he 
“ knew how to preferve it now, and that he was 
* refolv’d to ftand to his Engagements, and never 
“ to abandon his Catholick Majefty. ” In fhort, 
he began to be as good as his Promife, and gave 
Orders to the Count de Suza, his Admiral, to 
prepare forthwith for the Tranfportation ‘df 
great Succours from Palermo to Villa Franca , in 
order to enable him to aft offenfively on the Side 
of the Milanefe , which drew the Troops out of 
all the Garriions of Sicily, and gave the Cardi- 
nal more Eafe to execute his Defigns. 

He haften’d it the more, becaufe he was in- 
form’d from all Parts, and efpecially by the Mar- 
qtiefs de Monteleone, of the Meafures that were 
taking at London and Vienna, to finifh a Qua- 
druple Alliance between France , England, the 
Republick of the United Provinces, and the 
Emperor ; the foie End of which would be to 
force Spain to confent to the Terms of the Pro- 
jeft of Accommodation. The Abbot du Sots 
concerted the Plan of this famous Treaty, in 
conjunction With the Lords Stanhope and Sunder- 
land, fome of the Minifters of the Council of 
Hanover, and the Baron de Bentenreider the Em- 
peror’s Minifter at London ; and it Was not 
doubted, that if his Britannick Majefty approv’d 
it, the Regent would difavow the Work of his 
Minifter, who undertook nothing without his 
Orders. In the mean time the Prince de CeSa- 
tnaA ? lb well manag’d the Interefts of the Catho- 
iicfc King, his Matter, and fo exaftly follow’d 
the Cardinal’s Inftruftions, that he entirely 

chang’d 
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chang’d the Difpofition which all the Members 
of the Council of the Regency feem’d to be in, 
to vote blindfold in a Cafe fo important, and 
to refe’r theijafelves wholly to the Judgment and 
Prudence of the Regent. So that this Affair, 
which appear’d to have been conduced with 
fo much Dexterity, that it could not fail to 
be approv’d as foon as propos’d, fpun out 
above two Months, during which they flatter’d 
themfelves daily, that the Regent would fend an 
Order to the Abbot du Bets to fign the Treaty, 
which neverthelefs the Ambaflador of Spain di- 
verted ’till the Beginning of Auguft. 

W^iile the Prince of CeSamare gave all his At- 
tention to the Interefts of the Court of Spain, 
and enter’d into all the Views of the Cardinal 
Minifter more than he ought to have done, con- 
fidering the Character with which he was in- 
vefted, as will be fhewn hereafter ; his Emi- 
nency did not let flip the leaft Opportunity 
of mortifying one of the Chiefs of that Ambaf- 
fador’s Family, whole Poll he poflefs*d, and who 
had done great Services to King Philip. I re- 
lated before, after what manner the Cardinal del 
Ciudice, Uncle to the Prince of CtBamare , who 
had fc been honour’d with the Offices of Prime 
Mimfter, Grand Inquifitor, and Governor to 
the Prince of Afturias , was turn’d out of thofe 
great Employs, as foon as Cardinal Alberoni came 
into Favour. His Eminency retir’d to Rome, 
where being deeply affe&ed by the Marks of 
Friendfhip which he receiv’d from the Pope, he 
meddled no more with publick Bufinels, except 
fometimes when the Holy Father call’d him to 
{he Cabinet to take his Advice, becaufe of hit 
great Experience in the Management of the moll 
L 2 im- 
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important Affairs. There had always # 
certain Jealoufy betwixt this Cardinal and Car- 
dinal Acquaviva , of which it were ■ egfy e- 
nough to explain the Reafons, if it would not lead 
ns too far out of the Way : ’Tis fufficient to 
obferve, that the latter, who was lately declar’d 
Atnbaffador from King Philip to his Holineis, 
had teafon to fear, confidering how the Car- 
dinal del Giudice had been favour’d, that he 
might one day fupplant him, if the Catholiek 
King, remembring the Services which his Emi- 
nency’s Nephew had done him, fliould return to 
more favourable Sentiments of him. On the 
other Hand, Cardinal Alberoni being inform’d, 
that when -the. Holy Father -propos’d him to tlW 
Confiftory, his Eminency del Giudice, inftead of 
voting for him, made ufe of certain Expreffion’i 
which an Italian could never forgive, defir’d no- 
thing better than an Opportunity to humble A 
Perfon whom his Sovereign had not fo far forgot* 
but he might frill return to a Favour, which 
might not be of Advantage to the New Mr* 
differ. To this were owing the Orders which 
were fent to Cardinal Acquaviva, to tell the 
Cardinal del Giudice, that- his Catholiek- Majefty 
would have him take down the Arms of fyain 
from his Palace. • 

’Tis a general CuftOm among the Prelates* 
who refide at Rome, to fignify to the World their 
Devotion to fuch or fuch a CroWn, by- putting 
its Arms over their Palaee-GateS / fo that When 
they change Sides* whieh is not at all extraordi- 
nary, the Publiek is immediately ^iflfortn’d of it 
by the Metaniorphofls over the Cate Of their 
Palace. The Family-of the Cardinal del Giudice^ 
as well -as that of Atri, which is- the Family of 
* - - Car- 
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Cardinal Acquaviva, are fome of thofe, who> 
during the late Revolutions in the Kingdom o* 
Naples, from whence they came originally, re- 
main’d inviolably attach’d to King Philip’s Party. 
For this Reafon bqtb their Eminences fet up the 
Arms of his Catholicfc Majefty in the Front of 
their Palaces. The Cardinal del Giudice, who 
could not reproach himfelf with ever having faid 
or done any thing that could involve him in an 
Affront equal to that of being difown’d by - bis 
Sovereign, . for whom he had facrific’d his owrt 
Fortune and the Fortunes of his Family, thought 
he fhould be in the wrong to obey without firft 
making' fome Remonftrances to his Cathdlick 
Majefty \ and as he imagin’d he had very good 
Reafons to doubt, whether his Remonftrances 
would ever come to that good Prince’s Hand, 
he chafe to addrefs them to the Duke oi Orleans, 
defiring turn to efpoufe his Interefts in this nice 
. Jun&urej iand to take care that his Letters fhould 
be delivef’d into his Catholick Majefty’s own 
Hands. The Regent did this Friendly Office 
with Pleaftire, in Favour of' a Perfon for whom 
he had a real Efteem, which refle<fted even upon 
the Prince of QeUamare his Nephew. Yet for all 
this the Cardinal could obtain no Favour ; for 
the Catholick King, fuffering himfelf to be gui- 
ded by his Miniftef, ftop’d his Ears againft all 
Giudice’s Reafons ,• and if he anfwer’a him, it 
vtps only to complain of his Obftinacy and Dif- 
ohedience j fo that at length the Arms of Spain 
made room for thofe of die Holy Father, which 
the Cardinal del Giudice caus’d ta be fet up in 
the Front of his Palace, to fhew his wife Choice' 
of a Neutrality, in not efpoefing the Emperor’s 
Party, tho’ forc’d, as one may fay, to be no lon- 

L 3 ger 
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ger a Spaniard. No body could penetrate what 
were Cardinal Alberoms Reafons to ufe fa Se- 
verely a Prelate of this Rank, who was known 
to be one of the Pope’s Creatures ; for if it was 
only a Principle of Revenge, ’twas pufhing it 
too far. 

While Matters flood thus with the Cardinal 
del Giudice , and all things were difpos’d in Spain 
for the Execution of the Defign which had been 
above Six Months upon the Anvil, Cardinal Ah 
beroni gave Orders for the Troops to aflerable 
from all Parts towards Barcelona, the Place of 
general Rendezvous. The Embarkment was fi- 
nifH’d by the 18th of June, and nine Men of 
War and twenty five Tranfports being arriv’d 
from Cadi this formidable Fleet fail’d the fame 
Pay under the Command of Don Antonio Caftag •> 
neta and the Marquefs de Lede , confifting of 
twenty two Ships of the Line, three Merchant 
Veffels turn’d into Ships of War, and carrying 
thirty five Cannon, four Galleys, a Galliot, and 
three hundred and forty Tranfports, on which 
were embark’d thirty fix Battalions, four Regi- 
ments of Dragoons, and fix of Horfe, amount- 
ing in the whole to 30000 Men, all good Troops, 
and well difeiplin’d, with Artillery and Ammu- 
nition ip proportion. 

The Cardinal deliver’d to the Commanders 
of this Fleet three feal’d Packets, containing 
their Orders, which they were to open one af- 
ter another in certain Latitudes, and not befove. 
This Fleet touch’d firft at Sardinia, where the 
firft Orders were to be open’d, and where they 
were tp take in more Troops ; from thence they 
fail’d towards the Coafts of Genoa to join the 
Duke of Savoy I^ing of Sicily ; but finding that 

Prince 
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Prince had not kept his Fromife, which was to 
have a Camp of 8 or ioooq Men ready upon the 
Coaft, to favour the Landing, the Fleet turn’d off 
for Sicily , and came to Anchor the fifth of July, 
three Leagues from Palermo , where they landed 
without the leaft Refiftance ; for the Count de 
fljajfei, Viceroy of the Ifland, retir’d imme- 
diately towards Alejjina with a Body of Troops, 
leaving only 400 Men in the Caftle of Palermo, 
which they were oblig’d to abandon fome Days 
after. Almoft all Sicily following the Example 
of the Capital, King Philip was own’d by all 
the Inhabitants, .except thofe of MeJJsna, Me- 
laz.u>, and Syracufa. The Surrender of Palermo 
was naturally follow’d with the Siege of Meffind, 
which held out much longer, but furrpnder cl on 
a Capitulation the 2pth of September. 

While the Matquefs de Lede was advancing 
from Conqueft to Conqueft in Sicily, all Europe 
flood amaz’d at an Undertaking fo little ex- 
pected, and which no body was capable of fore- 
feeing, but the Abbot del Maro , Envoy of 'Turin 
at Madrid , who was the only Perfbn that pene- 
trated into the Cardinal’s Defign, and gave Ad- 
vice of it likewile to the King of Sicily his Mas- 
ter, who at firft would believe nothing on it, 
and treated it as a Chimarra ; for this Prince was 
fo thoroughly perfwaded, that the faid Fleet was 
only defign’d againft the Kingdom of Naples , or 
to make a Defcent upon the Coaft of Genoa, 
that he caus’d ijoo Men to advance, to favour 
their Defcent at Vado : He was not alone of 
this Opinion; for the Prince Governor *of Mi- 
lan plainly fhew’d by his Difpofitions, that he 
thought fo too, and that he believ’d his Sicilian 
M ajcfty was in the Plot. All Europe thought 
L 4 the 
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the latter, infomucb that there Were thofe who 
plid not fcruple to pqbliflj the Articles of the 
Treaty between the two Kings/ ' 

But the King of Sicily s Aftonifhment atr the 
Enterprize of the Spaniards, and, the Proceedings 
that follow’d upon the Neck 6f it, were fuffi- 
c ient to convince the World, that there was no 
Collufion on the Pate of his Sicilian Majefty, and 
that Cardinal Alberoni had deceiv’d the Man, 
whofe Politicks were always tinfearchable, ana 
always lb fuperiour to thole of all other Poten- 
tates. 

The Englijb Fleet, which made all the Sail 
'they could into the Mediterranean, foon 
rais’d all the Speculation of the Publick. Ad- 
miral Bing arriving in the Streights difpatch’d 
one of his Officers to Colonel Stanhqpe to com- 
municate to his Catholick Ma jetty the Orders 
he had receiv’d from the King his Mailer,- hoping 
by that Step to incline the Cardinal to> more 
pacifick Thoughts.' 

The Admiral’s Letter, which accompany’d 
the important Inftru&ions he feht to the Colonel, 
was in Subllance, as follows. 

Extratt from Sir George BingV LETTE R 
. to Colonel Stanhope, to be by him commu- 
nicated to the Court of Spain, dated the 
20 th of June, 0 . S from on Board the 
Barfleur, off the Coajl of Spain. 

u "T defire you will give me leave by you to ac- 
“ X. quaint his Catholick Majefty of my Ar- 
* rival with the Fleet in the Mediterranean, 
“ and that I am inflru&ed, in the King my Maf- 

“ ter’s 
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u ter’s Name, to promote all Measures that may 
contribute to the compofing all Differences 
that have arifen between his Catholick 
« jefty and the Emperor. 

But if his Catholick Majefty fliall not pleafe 
" to accept of the Mediation of our Mafter, noc 
his Friendly Offices, but continues in the Re* 
folution that his Troops fhall attack the Em*- 
“ Perot’s Territories in Italy , I muft then ae- 
quaint you. Sir, that in that Cafe I am comr 
“ manded' by the King our Mafter, to ufe all 
“ the Power of his Fleet, and Forces with me, 
“ to maintain (as much as is poflible for me to 
** do) the Neutrality of Italy, and defend die 
“ Emperor’s Territories therein, by oppofiiig all 
“ Force that fliall endeavour to attack him m 
K his dominions there. : 

This Letter, which was conformable to what 
the London Miniftry had always told the Mar* 
quefs de Monteleone , when he ask’d what the Fleet 
was deflgn’d for, did not influence the Cardinal 
to alter his Projects, as judging that S^ain had 
nothing to fear from the faid Englijh Fleet, be- 
caufe that of Spain was defign’d againft the Do- 
minions of a Prince, who was in Confederacy 
neither with the King of Great Britain , not the 
Emperor; therefore all the Anfwer he return’d 
to the Englijh Admiral’s Bifpatches, was, that he 
might obey the Orders of tfte King his Mafter , and 
aSi as he thought fit. This Anfwer, which many 
reckon’d a Bravado, had nothing in it, but what 
was very Ample and natural, confidering the 
then Sentiments of the Perfon from whom it 
came ; becaufe as he explain’d himfelf after- 
wards, he look’d upon the Armament of his 

Britatmick 
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Britamiek Majefty, not fo much to make good 
Bis Title of Guarantee of the Neutrality of 
baly, as to fulfil the Treaty of 17x6 ; for he 
could not imagine that England would undertake 
the Defence of the Neutrality, fuppofing it to 
be violated by Spain, after having patiently and 
filently fufferd all the Infractions which in his 
Opinion had been made in that Treaty by the 
Governors, Generals and Counfellors of the 
Court of Vienna. But the Sequel plainly fhew’d 
that the Cardinal thought one way, and the 
Council of London quite another way. 

While this pafs’d in the Mediterranean, the 
Minjfters of London and Madrid made extraor* 
dinary Motions at the Courts of Paris and the 
Hagufy the one fide to get the Treaty of Qua- 
druple Alliance fign’d, and the others to hinder 
it, or at leaft to delay it as much as poffible. 
The Cardinal being well inform’d, that it was 
only owing to Chance, that the Preamble of 
the ProjeCt contain’d the Name of their High 
MightineiTes the States General of the United 
Provinces, as if they had concur’d towards rai- 
ling a Structure, the Plan of which was only 
concerted by the Minifters of London and the 
Abbot du Boiiy eafily perfwaded himfelf, that 
thofe wife Republicans would be ftill the more 
backward to fign a Treaty, which indeed they 
were pleas’d to call Quadruple, tho’ the fame 
only included France , England and the Enpperor, 
Therefore all the Inftru&ions which his Emi- 
nency lent to the Marq. de Beretti Landi were cal- 
culated only for keeping their High Mightinefles 
in that Averfion, which they at firft exprefs’d to 
every thing that carry’d the leaft Air of a Rup- 
ture with Spain. This Embaffador, whofe AN 7 
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lities were own’d and commended by the Vene- 
tians and Swifter s, to whom he was Tent before 
he came to the Hague , did in this nice Conjunc- 
ture give frefli Proofs of his Dexterity in con- 
ducing the moil difficult Affairs; and forc’d 
even his Enemies to own, that the King of Spam 
had not a Minifter of more Zeal and more re- 
fin’d Politics. In Ihort, his Task was not only 
to overthrow the InfinuationS of four Minif- 
ters, who were not inferior to him in any thing, 
whether for Zeal or Addrefs, viz,. Meffieurs 
de Chateaunevf and de Morville for France, and 
my Lord Cadogan and Mr. PVttworth for Eng- 
land, befides the Marquefs de Prie, who foon after 
join’d himfelf with them, as we fhall fee by and 
by ; but he was alfo oblig’d to oppofe part of 
the Republick, in whole Council, as common- 
ly happens in all Republican Governments, all 
the Members were not of one Mind, and con- 
fequently fome were more forward than others 
to come into the Views of the Court of France. 
and the Miniftry of London. 

The Council of the Regency fhew’d as much 
Averfion as their High Mightinefles to fign the 
Treaty of the Quadruple Alliance, therefore 
the Council of London had recourfe to the only 
Method left, which was, to fend my Lord Cadogan 
to the Hague, and my Lord Stanhope to Paris. 
The latter having new InftruCions, had Orders 
to join my Lord Stairs, and powerfully to fol- 
licit the Members of the Council of the Regency. 
’Tis not convenient here to tell of all that 
pafs’d, it being fufficient, as far as concerns the 
Hiftory of Cardinal Alberoni, to obferve that at 
length my Lord Stanhope had the Honour to mol- 
lify that Refiftancc ; fo that the Treaty of Al- 
liance 
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Jiance for Caufing the PrajaSt of Accommoda-* 
tioif to he accepted* was fign’d and racked - too 
alinoft at the feme. time. > - -t 

My Lord Cadagan, who £taid at London till ha 
was created an Earl, arriving at the Hague,, the 
firft Bufipefs he fet about was. to prepare, for at 
magnificent Entry, and her.fjWd' no Colt to 
give the Poblick a noble Idea of . the good 
tendons: of the 4£ing his Mafter towards: the 
RepubLick ; hut the Harangue which he made 
to the States General on the Day of his puhlick 
Entry, and the Proceedings .which follow'd it, 
convinc’d the whole World, that the foie 
aive .of his Return, was to engage the Repul*, 
lick to adhere to the Treaty which the King hig. 
Mailer had lately concluded with the Duke Re^ 
gent in concert with the Empehot. As the King 
my Mafter, fays he, makes hu Ghry and Greatnefi 
to . confift chiefly, in the Happinef&of his People, and 
in procuring for them a folid. Peace and a perfeS. 
5 tranquility , Jo he has not ceas'd ever Juice his Accef* 
Jion to the Crown, to find cut alii the Means poflible. 
for preferving and confirming the tranquility of . Ti u- 
rope ; and- he does not doubt but your- High Mighth 
nejfes having the fame Views, 'kill Concur to thiq . 
great Work , and be difpos’d to Join him for attain^ 
ingcrn EndJo'whoJefome, and fit defirable r 8cc. 

Thofe who knew the Situation of Affairs at 
that Time, perfectly underftood the Meaning 
of thofe Words Concur, and Join with rhis firin 
tannick Majefty, but it was thought very. imgu-. 
lar, that this Concurrence fhould be demanded 
with fiich an Air, in an Affair of fiich. Impor- 
tance, and wherein their H. M. are made to 
fpeak as if every thing was regulated with their 
Participadon, and in concert .with their Depu-. 
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ties. The Ma'^qttefs Beretti Lan'ii was not afleejp 
at To important* a JtmtSnre, and there was no 
Argument - which hie did not urge in all Confe- 
rences both publick and private, to inftnuate t*6 
dheir High MSgfrtinefles how much it was theft 
InbCreft to contlftufe in the wife Relolution of d 
Neutrality, which they Teem’d to have chofen ? 
and ■ how much their Honour was concern’d hi 
tefufing that Adherence, which in appearance 
foihe would fain extort from them. This Mi J 
nifter had the Satisfa&ion of fucceedinrg at leaff 
ih Part; good Rjliticks will not pfcrmit the neg- 
lefting of the leaft Opportunity of ferving on« 
own Country. It was now fome Years finch 
their High Mightineffes concluded a Barrier 
Treaty with the Emperor as Sovereign of the 
Calholilk Netherlands, under the Guaranty of his 
BHtaHnkk Majefty. This Treaty had not, yet 
been executed, becaufe of feveral Objefiioris 
ftarted by the States and other Inhabitants of 
Flanders and Brabant. Their High Mightineffes 
thought this a fair Opportunity to obtain of 
the Emperor ‘What he was not very’ forward to 
grant them, tilt, the Execution of the Treaty 
Of ‘Antwerp-, 1 therefore they skilftrflynhade ufe of 
* this Incident,' both to manage their fnterefts as 
to the Barrier Treaty, 'and to fikrfce the ,Com a 
plaint^ of the "Bnglijh Minifter, ’wh6 faid pfrfcr* 
Kcfcly that tfidir High Mightineffes conld nod 
refute the Cohjtm&rcm which the K(ng his Maf- 
tCr defir’d, without expreffing a fcahdalois Con* 
tfeffrpt of the good Intentions of fo good aft 
Ally ; * befides, that the Negotiation^; which ii 
tites plain would' infallibly be neceflary For ad- 
/iiWing ■ the - Affair of the Barrier, WdtilrJ ' cdrt- 
fome a great deal of Time, durinfj'Which the 
’ * I Peace 
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Peace might be made, or the Face of Affairs 
chang’d by fome unforefeen Accident. Their 
High MightinefTes declar’d, that they could 
not refolve any thing, either a$ to the Proje<5fc 
or as to the Treaty, which accompany’d it, till 
the Affair of the Barrier, of which his Britan - • 
'nick Majefty was Guarantee, was entirely regu- 
lated. This Declaration was as pleating to the 
Minifter of Spain and to the Cardinal, who was 
quickly inform’d of it, as it was perplexing to 
thole who purfued the contrary Views. 

My Lord Cadogans only Remedy, was to 
make a Journey to Antwerp , whither the Mar- 
quefs de Prie came from Brujfels. The Effect of 
this Conference was the Departure of a Courier 
for Vienna , from whence the neceffary Inftruc- 
tions were lent to the Marquels de Prie, to give 
the States General that due Satisfa&ion which 
could not be refus’d them on any other Occa- 
* fion, and which it was not convenient to make 
them wait too long for, as Matters then Hood. 

My Lord Stanhope at his Departure from Lon- 
don receiv’d ample Inftru&iohs on every thing 
relating to the Affair with which he was 
charg’d : Therefore, as foon as the fame was re* 
gulated at Paris, imagining that Cardinal Albe* 
roni feeing the molt potent States in Europe 
pnited to oppofe his Projefts, would abandon 
the Execution thereof, and affume Sentiments 
of Peace ; he fet out Poll for Madrid with that 
call’d the Quadruple Alliance-, but as he had 
himfelf difpatch'd Admiral Bing’s Orders, and 
was not ignorant that after the Arrival of the 
Fleet in the Mediterranean, fome fharp A (Sion 
might happen there, which would render it un* 
fare for turn to ftay at Madrid ; he took care to 

pro* 
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provide himfelf with a good Paffport, and con- 
sequently arriv’d at Court the i ath of Augtift. 
The Cardinal caus’d a Cattle to be fumifh’d for 
him about a Mile from the Efcurial, where he 
confcr’d with him ; but how great was his Sur- 
prize, when my Lord Stanhope confirm’d to him, 
what the Marquefsd* Mmtelem had already given 
him Advice of, that the Treaty of the Quadrur 
pie Alliance was at length fign’d; and that the 
Emperor alfb having approv’d of the Projed, 
had join’d the Kings of France and England, and 
the States General, to oblige Spain to accept it ? 
His Eminency was the more lurpriz’d, becaufe 
he had receiv’d no Advice from the Marquels 
Beretti Lands of the Concurrence of the States 
General with France and England in the Negoti- 
ation of this Alliance, which the Cardinal treat- 
ed with the Charader of unheard of Violence. 

The Cardinal being confounded at this formi- 
dable Conjundion of fo many Forces, began 
to defpair of the Succefs of his Projeds, and 
liften’d attentively to the Propofals of the Eng- 
lijh Minifter ; fo that the latter immediately 
conceiv’d great Hopes' of the Succefs of his 
Negotiations, and he wrote about it to my 
Lord Stairs, in fuch Terms as were enough 
to make him believe that he was Sure of fuc- 1 
ceeding. The King receiv’d him very favour* 
rably, and tho’ he could not help complaining 
againft the Condud of his Britamick Majetty, 
to whom he thought he had given no Occafion 
to treat the; Spanijh Nation in fuch a Manner; 
yet he did it in Terms fo modeft, that my Lord 
Stanhope thought his Catholick Majetty was not 
fo averfe to a Peace as before ; and that there 
was only the Cardinal to overcome. 

His 
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His Emmency was pifefenc at all the Au- 
dierttes which the Earl of Stanhope had of the 
King, and bad fevefal Conferences with him 
.id private. At length Things feem’d to take 
-a good Turn, when the Arrival of an Exprefs 
chang’d the Face Of Affairs all. on a fudden. 
it was difpateh’d by Cardinal de Actp/aviva, and 
brought the News Of the taking of ' Meffina, 
and the SubmilHon of the greateft Part of Si- 
cib. This was follow’d by another good Piece 
of NewS, viz., the happy Arrival of.' the 'Ga- 
scons, with a Cargo of above twelve Millions. 
Thefe Shcccfles diflSpated all the Cardinal’s 
Fears, which he had ehtertain’d from the Trea- 
ty of Quadruple Alliance ; and imagining that 
it was poffible to conquer not only Sicily, but 
the belt Part of the Kingdom Of Naples , where 
the People only waited for a Defcent to declare 
themfelves, before thofe formidable Allies cOuld 
join their Forces, he became immediately lets 
tradable ; and tho’ he did not abfolutely refufe 
■a Peace, yet he rejfe&ed all the Lord StanMpe'b 
Propofals, and. exclaim’d as he did before hgainft 
this Way of Negotiation, as injurious to the 
King his Mailer; and that if he feem’d to givfe 
ids Content to it, every Body would be apt tb 
biy, that he had been forc’d to aocept the Pro- 
je& of Accommodation. And when the Lord* 
Stanhope demanded his final Refolution, he der 
clar’d to him, " That the King his Mailer 
.“- had the Conqueft of his Doinmions in ’Itafp 
“ very much at Heart; but that there was 
“ nothing which he would not facrifice to the 
“ ’Happinefs of Peace and the publick Tran- 
“quiltty,»f;they would enter into tech an 
V. nourable Way of Negotiation, as might con- 
' . *‘.du£k 
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u dud them to To good an end.” And for this 
Purpofe he deliver’d the Lord Stanhope thefe eight 
Articles, as Preliminaries of a Treaty. 

I. “ That Sicily and Sardinia fhould for ever 
“ remain to the Crown of Spain. 

II. “ That the Emperor give the Duke of Sa- 
“ voy an Equivalent in the Milanefe. 

III. “ That he fatisfy all the Pretenfions of 
<£ the Princes of Italy. 

IV. “ That his Troops marching to Italy be 
“ forthwith countermanded. 

V. “ That for time to come, the Emperor 
“ have only a certain Number of Troops in his 
“ Dominions in Italy. 

VI. “ That* he oblige himfelf not to med- 
“ die with the Succeflion of 'Tufcany and Pay 

CC - 

mu. 

VII. " That he renounce his Pretenfions upon 
“ the Fiefs of the Empire- 

VIII. “ That the Englijh Squadron be forth- 
“ with recall’d from rhe Mediterranean. 

The Contents of thefe Articles, the Slownefs 
of the Cardinal, the Ambiguity of his Anfwers, 
did at length convince the Englijh Minifter, that 
his Eminency having the chief Sway over the 
King and Queen, would keep them in an Aver- 
fion to a Negotiation, which might terminate 
in a good Peace. Therefore doubting what 
would pafs upon the Coafts of Italy if the two 
Fleets fiiould meet, he refolv’d without any 
more Regard to depart, and deliver’d the Cardi- 
nal , Minifter a Paper, importing, “ That rhe 
“ Confederate Powers had, in purfuance of a 

M “ Trea- 
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“ Treaty fign’d, and communicated to Cardinal 
“ Alberoni> agreed on the following Meafures : 

I. “ That the Catholick King lhall have 
** three Months to accept of the Treaty, rec- 
“ koning from the Day it was Irgn’d. 

II. “ That if his Catholick Majefty does not 
“ accept of the fame within the faid Term of 
“ three Month'S, then the Confederates (hall 
“ fupply the Emperor with fbch Forces as are 
“ ftipulated in the Treaty of Alliance. 

III. <c That if, in coniequence of the AffiP 
tc tance given to the Emperor, the King of 
" Spain Ihould declare to, or make War againft 
“ any one of the Confederates, either by invading 
“ his Dominions, or feizing his Subjefts, Ships 
ic or Effefts ; then the other Confederates (hall 
“ immediately declare to, and make War againft 
** his Catholick Majefty, and (hall carry on the 
“ fame till fuch Time as Satisfaction lhall be 
** given to the wrong’d Ally. 

IV. “ That in Cafe his Catholick Majefty 
“ Ihould refufe to accept of the faid Treaty, 
“ the Confederates lhall unanimoufly difpofe of 
c: his Expectations on the Dominions of 7 'ufcanj 
V and Parma in Favour of fome other Prince. 

« y a {he Emperor lhall not aft with- 
“ in the faid Term of three Months, upon Con* 
<e dition that the King of Spain does not aft ob 
his Side ; , but that if his Catholick Majefty, 
‘‘ inftead of accepting the faid Treaty, Ihould 
** within the faid Term aft any Hoftilities 
which might prevent the Execution of any 
In,difpofition of the faid Treaty, then the At* 
** lies lhall immediately, and without waiting 

“the 
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k * the Expiration of the laid Term, fupply the 
** Emperor with fuch Forces as are therein fti- 
“ pulated. 

The Reading of this Paper confirm’d the 
Cardinal in his Sentiments, that it would not 
be for the Glory of the King his Matter to 
hearken to Propofals of Peace, made in fuch a 
way as favour’d of defpotick Command and 
Conftraint j "and the King himfelf was of the 
fame Mind with his Minifter, refolving to fa- 
crifice every thing rather than take the leaft 
Step wherein his own' Honour and that of a 
Nation, fo tender of this Article, might lie ex- - 
pos’d. * 

Earl Stanhope was Scarcely gone, but the Car- 
dinal was very jealous that the Englijh Miniftry 
Would not fail to make their ufe of this Rupture 
of the Negotiations, and to tell the Publick, that 
it now depended only on the Court of Spain to 
bring things to a good Peace ; therefore he 
thought fit to inform the Publick himfelf, of the 
Motives which induc’d his Catholick Ma jetty 
to rejed the Propofals of the Englijh Minifter ; 
and for this End he wrote the following Letter 
to the Marquefs Beretti Landi, with Orders to 
communicate it to their High Mightineffes. 

“ T Acquaint your Excellency, that my Lord 

1 “ Stanhope fet out the 26th of this Month 

* from the Efcurial for Madrid , whence he was 
“ to proceed on his Journey to Paris , having 
“ feen Proof fufficient during his Stay here, of 
“ the Conftancy and Firmnefs with which the 
“ King rejeded the Projed of the Princes Me- 
“ diators, and the Sufpenfion of Arms laft pro- 
M a !' pos’d. 
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“pos’d. He learnt from their Majefties own 
“ Mouths, in two long Conferences, to which 
“ he had the Honour to be admitted, that they 
“ detefted that Projeft, as unjuft, prejudicial, 
K and oflenfive to their Honour. I told him, 
“ that I did not comprehend what Motive could 
“ induce the confederated Powers to admit the 
“ Duke of Savoy into their Alliance, not only 
“ conlidering of what little Ufe he will be to 
** them, but becaufe ’tis certain thofe Powers 
“ have no need of the Troops of Savoy, unlefs 
“ that Prince will maintain them at his own 
“ Expence, which will be very difficult to ob- 

tain. 

“^s for Sicily, I declared to my Lord Stanhope , 
“ in the Prefence of the Marquefs de Nancre , 
“ that France and Great Britain had of theift- 
“felves, and none elfe whatever, induc’d the 
“ King to retake that Kingdom ; for both thofe 
<c Courts had affur’d his Majefty, that the Duke 
“ of Savoy was treating with the Archduke, to 
“ give up to him that Ifland, if that Prince 
“ would accept it ,• but that he had refus’d it, 
“ confidering it would be better for him to re- 
“ ceive it by the Difpoiition of the Powers Me- 
“ diators, and with the Gonfent of Spain ; be- 
“ caufe in that Cafe, he would have the Advan- 
“ tage to obtain it by a more juft and more au- 
“ thentick Title, befides the Alfurance of keep- 
“ ing it by Favour of fo powerful a Guaranty. 
“ I likewife fhew’d my Lord Stanhope, that the 
“ Archduke being Mailer of Sicily, all Italy will 
l .‘ be the Slave of the Germans, and the Powers 
“ of Europe not be able to fet. her at Liberty : 
“ And that the Germans in the laft War, with a 
ft fmail JBody' of. Troops, made head anddjf- 
- - , * ... “puted 
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“ puted the Ground againft two Crowns, which 
“had formidable Armies in Lombardy, were 
“ Mailers of the Country, and of a great Num- 
“ ber of confiderable Places. I alfo reprefented 
“ to him very clearly, that to make War in Lon i- 
“ hardy, was to make it in a Labyrinth, and that 
“ it was the fatal Burial Place of the French and 
“ EngHJh : That every Year of the laft War coft 
“France x8 or 20000 Recruits, and above 15 
“ Millions ; that the Duke of Vendofm , at the 
“ *Time Things went profperoufly, faid, that if 
“ the War in Italy lafted, the two Crowns muft 
“ indifpenfibly abandon that Province, becaufe 
“ of the immenfe Charge : That according to 
“ the Engagements now propos’d, the Succours 
“ of Great Britain are far off, and impracticable ; 
“ and that the leaft would coft a Potofi enough 
“ to ruin a Kingdom : That at prefent thofe of 
“ France are impoflible, and would be generally 
“ oppos’d by the Nation : That the Archduke 
“ would triumph with all thefe Advantages, and 
“ England not recover the leaft Reimburfemenr, 
“ when, on the contrary, fhe might gain confi- 
“ derably by fiding with Spain. In conclufion, 
“ I told my Lord Stanhope plainly, that the Pro- 
“ pofition of giving Sicily to the Archduke was 
“ abfolutely fatal ; and that of fetting Bounds 
“ afterwards to his vaft Defigns, a mere Dream 
“ and Illufion ; fines that Prince being poflefs’d 
“ of Sicily, would have no further need, cither 
“ of France or England, for bringing hnmediate- 
“ ly the reft of Italy under Subjection, and no 
- •“ Power would be in a Condition to oppofe it. 
“ This is the Snbftancc of all the Conferences 
“ my Lord Stanhope had', and your Excellency 
“ may make ufe of it as Occafion fhall offer. 

M 3 In 
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In the mean time the Cardinal being infortn*d, 
both by the Earl of Stanhopes Paper, and by his 
Difcourfe, what Spain muft expeft from the 
Powers enter’d into the Alliance, loft no time in 
giving new Orders to haften the Succours which 
were defign’d for Sardinia , from whence the 
Army in Sicily was to’ be reinforc’d from time to 
time. ■ He alio apply’d himfelf, with the utmoft 
Diligence, in the Difpatch of Inftcu&ions and 
Orders ' to his Catholick Majefty ’s Minifters at 
London, Paris, and the Hague, to let all Engines 
at work, in order to break the Meafares of the 
: Allies j and being inform’d, by a Letter from 
the Marquefs de Beretti Landi, of the good Dif- 
poll t ion which their High Mightinefles ieem’d to 
be in, for obfervingan exaft Neutrality, he turn’d 
all his Thoughts that way, in order to manage 
the Republick, to whole Mediation the Interefts 
of his Catholick Majefty might always be referfy 
in cafe any Misfortune Ihould happen, which 
oblig’d him to fubmit to the Terms impos’d up- 
on him. 

The Cardinal being always watchful of 
Events, in which the Authority of the King, 
his Mafter, was concern’d, took very much at 
Heart the Affair of the Refufal.of his Bulls for 
the Archbilhoprick of Seville, not lb much on hii 
own Account, as becaufe it ftruck at the Honour 
of his Catholick Majefty, whofe Intereft the 
Court of Rs>me feem’d to have little Regard to ; 
fo that after many fubmiffive and refpedfful 
Reprefentations, he believ’d that the Intereft of 
the Crown would receive fuch‘ a vifible Blow 
upon this OccaliOn, as might be of bad Confc- 

3 uence hereafter. Therefore, after feveral Hints 
rop’d to the Nuncio Aldrovmdi, of what 
; • 1 • ' would 
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would be the Confequence, if the Holy Father 
fhould Hill pay fo much Deference to the Inftan- 
£es of the Houfe of Auflria, as to delay granting 
to his Catholick Majefty what he had no reafon 
to refufe him, he fent Cardinal Acquaviva his laft 
Inftru&ions upon this Affair. This Minifter no 
fooner receiv’d them, but, before he put them in 
execution, he communicated them to the Cardinal 
Nephew, that his Holinefs might have no caufe to 
reproach him, with having carry ’d Things to 
an Extremity, without having acquainted him 
therewith. The Holy Father knew immediate- 
ly \vhat pafs’d ; and the Cardinal Nephew, after 
feveral Journeys betwixt the Vatican and Car- 
dinal Acquavivas Palace, did, at laft, obtain 
the latter’s Confent to fufpend the Execution of 
his Orders ? till the next Confiftory. The 
Spanijh Minifter agreed to it the more readily, 
becaufe he was perfuaded that his Holinefs 
would embrace this Occafion, to avoid fuch a 
Rupture between the two Courts, as that was 
which coft fo much Pains to be heal’d not two 
Years ago. Neverthelefs, he was deceiv’d in 
his Expectation, and the Threats of the Imperial 
Court ftill prevail’d over the good Difpofitions 
pf his Holinefs, fo that a Confiftory was held, 
without the leaft mention of the Archbifhop- 
rick of Seville. Then it was that Cardinal Ac - 
quavivn renew’d the Proteftation which he made 
at the beginning of this Refufal, declaring in 
Subftance, “ That his Catholick Maiefty having 
“ nominated Cardinal Alberoni to the Archbifhop- 
tf rick of Seville, and the ordinary Informations 
“ being taken before the Nuncio, and produc’d 
“ with the Brief of his Majefty ’s Nomination, 
“ the King of Spain was furpriz’d that all thefe 
' M 4 ! £ For- 
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“ Formalities obferv’d according to the Rules, 
“ the Pope fhould refufe to propofe the faid 
** Church, as he had, on his Part, requefted him. 
“ That the Right of naming to Bilhoprkks had 
been acquir'd by the Kings of Spain, for feve- 
“ ral Ages, by the great Services which the faid 
“ Crown has done to the Church, in converting 
“ an infinite Number of People to the Catholick 
t( Faith ; that his Catholick Majefty was re- 
“ folv’d to maintain his antient Rights, which 
had never been difputed ; that his Holinefe 
“ could not rejeft the Prefentatiorf of a Subjett, 
“ whom he knew ao be Regulat in his Life and 
“ Converfation , and Orthodox in Do&rine ; 
fc efpecially, fince the Holy Father found no 
“ Incapacity or Difqualification in him laft 
“ Year, when he advanc'd him to the Degree 
* c of a Cardinal; nor fince that, when he gran- 
“ ted him the Bulls for the Bifiioprick of Ma- 
“ Inga, &cc. 

..Thefe Reafons, how ftrong foever they were 
in themfelves,’ had no other Effed, fho' repea- 
ted, than they had in the Month Of February 
laft. Therefore Cardinal Acquaviva ifiued a De- 
cree, by which, in the Name of the Catholick 
King, he order’d all Spaniards , of whatever 
Rank, Quality or Condition they were, to quit 
Rome, and retire to the Marquifate of Ancona , 
giving them Paffports for that End, and caufing 
Money to be diftributed to thofe ,who Wanted 
it ; and, tp fet an Example, he himielf left Rome 
and retir’d to Albano. Above 4000 Spaniards 
did the like, and left none of their Nation be- 
hind, but fuch as had nothing to lofe, or no- 
thing to expert in the Dominions of Spain. Who 
yyould not have thought that fuch a Proceeding 

would 
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would for ever have imbroil’d two Courts, fo 
jealous of their Prerogatives ? efpecially, wheri 
the Nuficio Aldrovandi had Orders at the fame 
time to quit Spain. But the Sequel will (hew, 
that there remain’d the lame good Correfpon- 
dence betwixt them as before, which occa- 
fion’d great Speculations on the Motives of the 
Conduct of both Courts. 

Thefe different Events, of which the Cardinal 
was the Primum Mobile , fix’d the Eyes of all 
Europe upon the Condud of this Minifter, the 
Darling of Fame, when the Englijh Admiral 
gave a newTurn to the Reafonings of Politicians, 
by the moft remarkable Adion that had hap- 
pen’d for a long time. 

After the Anfwer which the Catholick King 
return’d to that Admiral’s Difpatches, the latter 
having reinforc’d the Garrifon of Gibraltar , took 
in' Water at Malaga , without offering the leaft 
Difturbance to the Place, landed fome T roopS 
at Port Mahon , and then made all the fail he 
could for the Relief of the Kingdom of Naples. 
Hever was an Englijhman fo genteely receiv’d in 
Italy, as this Admiral was at Naples by the 
Viceroy, the Count deSChnun, who paid him al- 
ihoft the fame Honours as he would have done 
to a Sovereign Prince. Yet all the time was not 
(pent in Ceremonies, in Compliments, and in 
lending rich and magnificent Prefents to the Ad- 
miral’s Ship. The Viceroy had fcarce repre- 
fented to the Englijh Admiral, how important it 
was to fuccour the Piedmontefe, who were in 
Sicily, but the latter offer’d his Service to con- 
voy the moft powerful Supplies that hfe jhould 
fend. 

The 
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The Duke of Savoy had fcarce heard whap 
pafs’d in this Kingdom, but judging that he 
alone was not able to hinder its reverting under 
the Dominion of its old Mailers, ingratiated 
himfelf with the Emperor, by giving it up to 
hjm purely and limply, relying entirely upon his 
Imperial Majefly s good Intentions, to take care 
of his Interclis afterwards, when a Treaty 
Jhould be fet on Foot with Spain. This Ad of 
Retrocellion was immediately difpatch’d to the 
Viceroy of Naples, to fend it into Sicily, that 
the Savoyard Generals there might conform ac- 
cordingly : And it was by vertue of this Cef- 
jfion, that the Viceroy of Naples had fo much 
at Heart the Relief of an Eland, which he 
, had already look’d upon as the Patrimony of 
the Emperor his Mailer. 

The Englijb Admiral, after having fecpnded 
the Intentions of the Viceroy , rode in the 
Canal of Mejjina , when one of his Scout Ships 
brought him Wprcf that the Spanijh Fleet was 
not- far off' 

As foot) as the Admiral arriv’d upon the 
Coails of Sicily, he wrote a Letter to the Marqueis 
de Lede, and propos’d a deflation of Arms to 
him, which the Marquefs could not grant him, 
having no Inilrudions in fuch an Affair. After 
an Anfwer to that Efled, the Englijh Admiral 
detach’d part of his Fleet in purfuit of the Spa- 
niards ; who, by Favour of the Wind, kept julf 
“v out of the Reach of the Englijb ; but at length, 
notwithilanding all they could do, a Fight be- 
gan. The Spaniards lying too near, were', at 
length, oblig d to put themfelves upon the De- 
fensive, for they could not but be jealous of 
thofe Ships that were detach’d from the main 

JHy 
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Body of the Englijb, who fpread all the Sail 
they could to gain the Wind of ’em. At length, 
•on the iith ot Augujl 1718, part of the Englijb 
Fleet was engag’d with part of the Spanijh Fleet, 
which being very much inferior in Number, in 
Force, and in the true Method of working, was 
beat off of Syracufa , and loft above twelve Ships 
of War, the reft of the fcatter’d Fleet retiring, 
part to Malta, and part to fome Harbours of 
Sicily. 

The News of this JiGtion flew quickly to all 
the Courts of Europe and occaflon’d various 
Reafonings upon the Cqndud of the Englijb Ad- 
miral, who was the Aggrefl'or ; but no Body 
prefum’d to be pofitive, and every pne left it to 
the Judgment of the whole Parliament, then 
about to alfemble. The Mfnifters of Spain, and 
efpecially the Marqueffes de Monteleone, and de 
Beretti Landi, left no Stone unturn’d to ihcenfe 
the Members againft the Court ; and, in or- 
der to juftify his Catholick Ma jefty’s Condud 
to all Europe, publimd the following Letter 
from the Marquefs df MpnteUone to Secretary 
Graggs, 
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COPT of a LETTER from the Mar - 
queft of Monte leone, Embaffador from 
the King of Spain, to the Right Honour- 
able Mr. Secretary Craggs. 

Sir,. 

* rri H E News that is fpread in the World 

* JL °f Admiral Bings having attack’d the 

* Spanijh Fleet, . and obtain’d confiderable Ad- 

* vantages over them, obliges me naturally not 

* to aft in any Affair ’till I receive Orders and 

* Inftruftions from the King my Matter, con- 
cerning an Aftion fo furprizing and unexpeft- 

* ed, and that even feems to agree but very 

* little with the Declarations made to the 

* Court of Madrid by the faid Admiral, fince 

* they gave to undetftand, that the Englijh Fleet 

* would proceed no further than as a Guarantee 

* to defend the Dominions of the Archduke, in 

* cafe they were invaded. Neverthelefs, as I 

* cannot doubt in the leaft but that your Excel- 

* lency makes ferious Reflections on the juft Re- 
‘ fentments which the King, my Matter, and all 

* the Spaniards, mutt needs have, to fee them- 

* felves thus aflaulted and abus’d, with fo much 

* Animofity, by a Nation to whom they have 

* fliewn the moft Favour, and fee them aft 
c contrary to all '-Reafon, Politicks, and even 
4 againft their own Intereft, to increafe the ex- 
0 orbitant Power of the Germans in Italy. 

* I cannot difpenfe with my not acquainting. 

* your Excellency with the good and generous 
4 Intentions of the King, my Mailer, that were 

4 com- 
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* communicated to me by his Letters of the 

* 29th of Auguft , N.S. As alfo the Orders he 

* gave concerning the Arrival of the Fleet of 
‘ Mexico at Cadiz,, which, in Silver, and other 

* Effects, is valued at nine Millions of Crowns. • 

‘ His Majefty informs me, that notwithftan- 

* ging Admiral Bings Declaration, and the Inti- 

* mation that has been given him of the Articles 

* lately Signed, whereof I here fend a Copy to 

* your Excellency ; and that altho’ the faid De- 
‘ claration and Articles rather denote an obvious 

* Defign of making War, than that of maintain- 

* ing a perfect Underftanding between the two 

* Nations, and undertaking an impartial Media- 

* tion ; yet it is refolv’d not to make the lealt 

* Change in any thing that relates to Trade ; 

* that the Efle&s arrived in the faid Flota fhall 
‘ be delivered ; as before, to thofe whom they 

* belong to ; and, in a Word, that it is his 
‘ Majefty’s Will and Intention, that the Treaty 
‘ of Peace and Commerce Ihould be religioufly 
‘ obferv’d ; and that the Enghjh fhould continue to 

* enjoy all the Advantages and Grants that were' 

* given them heretofore. 

‘ This laft, and fo lingular Inftance of his 
1 Majefty’s Juftice and Moderation, ought not, 

* certainly, to have been prevented by the fad 

* Event, which he muft have received the News 

* of, a lew Days after he had given fo evident a 
‘ Mark of his favourable Difpolitions towards 
‘ the Englijh Nation. 

‘ It may be that fome difaffe&ed Perfons have 
‘ endeavour’d to intimate that the Spanijh Navy 
‘ aim’d lefs at the Liberty of Italy, than of ma- 
‘ king Alterations in the Commerce, as it is now 
‘ eftablilh’d, and engroffing to themfelves the con* 
| ‘ fideral^ 
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* fiderable Branches which other Nations hat£ 

* in the bidies. But this pretended Deiign is as 

* falfe as irapra&icable. 

* God has committed the Indies to the Trail 

* of the Spaniards, that all Nations might par- 
1 take of the Riches of that new World j it ' is 

* even neceflary that all Europe fhOuld contti- 

* bute towards fupplying the different Domini- 
‘ ons of that vaft Empire tfith their Manufac- 

* tures and Merchandizes : This was, and is ftill 

* the Intention of the King my Mailer, and all 

* his Preparations by Sea can never have any 

* other View than that of defending the Coaft 

* of Spain, and prote&ing Trade in Europe and 

* the Indies. 

* As to what regards me in particular, I (hall 

* be extreamly concern’d, ihould the A&ion, which 

* pail lately to the unfpeakable Surprize of the 

* greateil Part of Europe, give any Alteration to 

* the good Difpoiition of the King my Matter, 

* towards all the Englijh Nation ; and the hearty 

* Defire he has had hitherto to contribute to 

* their Advantage. 

I am, &c. 

Three Weeks after the Secretary return’d a 
long Anfwer to this Letter j wherein he (aid, by 
Order of the King his Mailer, * That what 

* Admiral Bing had done ought by no means to 

* appear jurpriung, fince my Lord Stanhope had 

* declar’d to the Catholick King, and to his Mi- 

* niiler the Cardinal Alberoni , that if, during the 

* Term of three Months, allow’d for his Ma- 

* felly’s entring into the Alliance, he undertook 

* any Hoftilities, tending to hinder the Execu- 

* tion of the Diipofitions made by the faid Trea- 

* ties. 
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* tie$, the (aid Potters were oblig’d to oppofe 

* him by Force even within the faid 3 Months 

* and that the Invafion of Sicily was direCHy con-' 

* ttary to the faid Difpofitions. Afterwards this’ 

* Minifter enlarg’d on the feveral Complaints*' 

* tthich it was alledg’d the Englijh Nation had 

* reafon to make againft the Conduct of the Courc 

* of Spain and he concluded from thence, that 

* Sir George Bing did no more than what he ought 

* to have done. 

This Letter was not long without a Reply on 
the Part of the Marquefs de Monteleone, who to 
his own Reflections added the Copy of the fol- 
lowing Letter, which Cardinal Alberoni wrote 
to him before he receiv’d that from Mr. Craggs. 

Sir* 

< T UST as I was reckoning your Excellency 
« J might be inform’d of the unworthy Action 

* committed by Admiral Bing againft the Ring’s 

* Squadron, I receiv’d the Copy of the Letter 
« your Excellency wrote upon that Subje& to 

* Mr. Secretary Craggs, to let him know, that 
« after fuch an unexpected Hoftility, you were 

* obliged to refrain from the Functions of your 

* Pacifick Miniftry j and that to maintain the 
« King’s Honour, and that of your Character, 
« you muft avoid all manner of Interconrfe. Hav- 

* irtg deliver’d the laid Copy to his Majefty, he 

* very much approv’d what your Excellency had 

* written to him, and the Juftnefs of the ExpreF 

* lions you made ufe of, to expofe the Breach of 

* Faith of that Miniftry, in relation to the over- 

* hafty Proceedings of Admiral Bing ; when no- 

* thing 
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* thing was pretended to, but a Mediation to 

* facilitate the Projed of Peace, or, at moil, to 

* defend the Territories adually in the Pofl'effion 
*'of the Archduke in Italy ; when my Lord Statt- 

* hope was in Spain, at a fmall Diftance from the 
f Court, to propofe to it Projeds of Peace and a 

* Sufpenfion of Arms ; and laftly, in the very 

* Inftant when the King our Matter, to give new 
‘.Proofs of his Royal Circumfpedion, had or- ' 

* der’d the Effeds of the Englifh , brought to Co- 

* dtz. in the laft Flota which arrived there from 

* the Indies , not to be touch’d, bpt that every 

* Man of that Nation fhould have what refpec- 
‘ tively belong’d to him. 

. * In Truth, no impartial Perfon can hear, with- 

* out Surprise, that the Fleet of his Britamtick 

* Majefty, commanded by Sir George Bing, did, 

* without any Provocation, Neceflity, or Pre- 

* tencc, and forgetting the Title of Peaceful 

* Mediator, which his Matter attumes to him- 

* felf, together with the Interefts of Great Britain , 

* attack the Fleet of Spain, only to fruftrate the 

* Expedition againtt/>S>«/y ; after having been at 
c Naples, to concert with Count T’baun fo bale an 

* Adion ; received great Sums of Money, by 

* way of fuppofed Arrears ; and finally, . after 

* having come near to Meffina, and fent trufty 

* Officers to confer with the Commanders of the 

* King’s Army, and to allure them that he would 

* commit no Ad of Hoftility. 

‘ The greateft Part of Europe is impatient to 

* hear how the Britijh Miniftry can juftify them- 

* felves to the World, after fo ra(h a Violence. 

* If they recur to the feeble Argument to fay* 
that Admiral Bing’s Inttrudions were fo main-* 

: tain the Neutrality of Italy, Who is ignorant, 

* at 
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‘ at this time of Day, that that Neutrality hath. 
‘ long been at an End ? And that the Princes, who 
guaranty the Treaties of Utrecht, are entirely 
free, and difcharg’d from their Guaranty ? 
Every body knows, that the Guaranty of the 
Sufpenfion of Arms in Italy was revoked and 
atinull’d, not only by the Icandalous Breaches 
which the Aufirians made in the ill-perform’d 
Evacuation of Catalonia and Majorca, and by 
other fubfequent Outrages ; but alfo by reafon 
that the faid Guaranty^ taken in its literal 
Senfe, was no longer binding, than ’till the 
Peace to be made with France ; and the Princes 
Guarantees ought np otherwife to maintain it, 
than by their mutual Offices. 

‘ Upon thefe Grounds and Principles every 
one may make his own Refledfions. And what 
will the World fay, to fee that after the faid 
Neutrality had, for the Reafons above alledg’d, 
lain dormant for four Years, the Minidry of 
Ijondon would fain revive and fupport it, not 
by the Employment of a Friendly Mediation, 
but by open Force, and the fcandalous Artifice 
of abufing our Security and Confidence ? Thjs 
is fo certain and indubitable, and Admiral 
Bing found himfelf fo perplex’d with the Re- 
morfc of his injurious Condudt, that in the Ac- 
count he gives of this Naval Fight, knowing 
that he had no Motive, nor reafonable Pretence 
to fall foul on the Spaniards, he betakes himfelf 
to the Shift of fuppofing (quite contrary to 
Truth) that the King’s Ships fird ranged thera- 
felves in Line of Battle, and fired upon the 
Enghfis. But that which is mod furprizing is, 
that he lays it down for Fadt, that he fent Or- 
ders to his Ships not to fire upon the Spaniards. 

N ‘If 
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* If he had noDefign to attack thefn, if he had 

* a Mind to treat them as Friends, why did he 
c purfue them from the Streights of the Faro to the 

* Heights of Sjracufa ? Why fent he four of the 

* beft Sailers in his Fleet in all Hafte, with Or* 

* ders to come up with the Spaniards ? Arid why, 

* laftly, did he follow them with the reft, after 

* having given them his own Lights,' Uriels it 

* was not to Iofe Sight of the Spanrfb Fleet du- 

* ring the Night ? This Step, which is To extra- 
ordinary, was not taken certainly with the 

* View only of faluting the Spanijb Fleet’ in To 
' * nice and critical a Junfture, after having con- 

* voy’d near to Rixoles in Calabria a ccmfiderable 

* Part of the Auftrian Infantry !' • 

* The King our Mafter, who looks upon the 
‘King of Great Britain asa wife, a prudent, 

* and moderate Prince, who is not ignorant that 

* the Succefs of Arms is unconftant, who knows 

* in fhort to how many Accidents and Revolu- 

* tions Humane Felicity is expofed, and that 
'* God takes the juft Caufe into his Proteftion, 

* cannot perfuade himfelf that To enormous an 

* Aft was executed by Order of his BrHamick 
‘ Majefty ; and the rather, becaufe he thinks it 

* incompatible with the Gratitude of Sovereigns 

* (and efpecially of his-Briiahnick Maj‘efty) to for- 

* get fd eafily the fin cere Friendfhip whereof- he 

* hath received To many Proofs from- the King 

* our Mafter, who did'hot fail to fhew if him, 
‘ during the moft perilous Tiriie of ; his Reign, 
‘ rind the late Troubles in England. - 

‘ Neither can his Majefty perftyade himfttf, 

; *tBat a Violence fo T unjuff( and fo generally dif- 
‘ approved, was fomented by fhe £r//?/® ; Natibn, 
became fhe is always^ '-faitMif Friends her 

‘ Allies, 
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* Allies, and grateful to Spain for the Benefits 
4 lhe hath received from the Liberalities anjj. 

* good Intentions of his Quholick Majefty. On 

* the other fide, well-grounded Experience con- 
.* vinces his faid Majefty, that this Event is the 
4 Effed of fome reftlefs and turbulent Spirits, 

* Enemies to Peace; to, his Britatmick Ma jetty's 
4 Honour, to the Nation's Quiet and Advan- 

* tage, and to the Publick Good in general ; 
4 defirous of railing their private Fortunes and 

* Convenience upon the Common Ruin, and at 

* the Expence of fatal Succefs and its unhappy 

* Confluences. 

4 All thefe Motives, together with that which 

* his Majefty hath (tho 1 to his Sorrow) to fee 

* the ill Ufe which is made of his Favours ; the 
4 Refleftibn upon the infulting his Honour by an 
4 Hoftility and Offence fo little expeded ; and 
4 the Confideration that after what hath newly 
4 happen’d, the Reprefentation of your Exqel- 
4 lency’s Charader and Miniftry would be fuper- 
4 fluous at that Court, and that you would be 
4 ill refpeded there, have obliged the King to 
4 order me to bid you in his Name to depart 
4 from England, as foon as your Excellency 
4 (hall receive this Letter, his Majefty having fo 


4 refolved. 


I am , See . ‘ 


•u a 

. i - *■ * i * 

How 
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How ft tong foCver Were the Arguments 4nA 
lExpreffions of this Letter, the Marquefs de Mm- 
tekone, perceiving the Motions of the Coutt- 
Party to get a Majority in Parliament, thought 
his Ptefence neceflary a while longer in Eqg- 
iatrd, and before hfe went away, he publifh’d the 
following Letter ftohr Cardinal Albermi, in An- 
fwcr to the Accufations of Mr. traggs. 

Tranjlation of Cardinal Alberoni’x Answer 
\ to the Marquefs de Monteleoite, dated the 
loth of O&ober, 1718, concerning the. 
Letter Mr. Secretary Graggs wrote to 
the : [aid Marquefs, dated at Hampton- 
Court, Sept. 4. 1718. 

. . § I R, 

V-fTM^ HO’ the Breach of Faith of the Briiifi 
^ /I ’ Mihiftty hath Efficiently (hewn itfelf, in 
01 the iinjuft and tmforCfeen Hoftility committed 
y by Sir 'George Bing Againft his Majefty’s S^aa- 
‘ dron i yet, fotafihflch as Mr.Crqggr, Secretary 
’.‘of State, endCavoursj in the Letter Which he 
Wrote to your Excellency die fourth of Septem- 
. * her, to perfwade the World of the contracy, 

* ’ns- unavoidably neceflary to repeat to you, 

* that this A&ion was already premeditated, 

* and that Admiral Bing conceal’d his Intention, 

* the better to abufe the Confidence of our Ge- 
‘ nerals in Sicily, by giving them his Word, that 
1 he. would not commit any Hoftility. 

‘Men were univerfelty furprized at the Arri- 
- * val of the Firft Minifter of Great Britain at the 

* Court of the Catholick King, there to make 

l Pro- 
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* Propofals of Peace and of Sufpenfion of Arms, 

* at the fame time that the Na,val Force of the 
‘Potentate, who (hould have been Mediator, 

* was performing the Aftions pf an open Rup? 

* ture. 

‘At doth not foffice tO'fay, that a Rupture 

* might and muft .be predicted, by the Demand 
9 which the Lord Stanhope made pf a Pafs for 

* the Security of his Perfoh in his Majefty'sDo- 

* minions; and-’tisneedlefsro repeat Vhatpafs’d 

* betwixt the Marquefs de Lede and Sir.Geprge 

* Bing, while he \yas in Siiiiy, concerning a Su(- 
f penfion of Arms, becaufe no bpdy is ignoranp 

* that the Marquefs de I?# was not authorized 

* for it, and that his Inftruftions required nothing 
*elfe of him than to recover * tji'at Kingdom, 

* without empowering him to. enter into a Ne>- 
‘ gotiation of Peace : For ’tis very cuftomary tp 

* demand Pafles, to fecure jpne’s fdf dgainft Ac- 

* cidents ; and efpecially, becatrfe by that means 

* Nations ftiew their mutual Relpedt for each 
‘ other. But ’tis no where to be found in Hlf- 

* tory, nor is it compatible with Gofld-Fajth, 
‘ neither hive the moft Barbarous People yep 

* learnt the Maxim of fending' a Minifter /rpm 
‘ one Court to another, with the Character of 

* Mediator, there to treat of Peace, and of ex- 

* ecuting at the fame time the utmoft Rigours of 
‘War. 

* Mr. Craggs complains, in his Letter, of the 
‘ Impofts4aid on the Merchandizes of Great Bri- 

* tain ; but befides that no Man can make thi$ 
‘ out, the antient Cuftoms obferv’d in Spain hav- 
‘ ing been praftis’d from the Signing of the Peace 
‘ of Utrecht , upon the firft Demand of Mr. Bubb, 
‘ Minifter of that Crown, for the making and 

N 3 ‘fettling 
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* fettling a new 'Tariff* the fame was readily a» 
‘ greed to : And as it proved a Work of Time, 

* Endeavours were ufed to accompljfli .and con- 

* elude it at Cadiz,, with the Affiftarice of the 

* publick MerchantSvof all Nations, . who ftgn’d 

* it. The King himfelf approved it, and it nad 

5 infallibly been printed and publifti’d, had not 
‘ tfje Englijb Squadron appear’d in the Mediter- 
ranean, to oppofc his Majefty’s juft Under- 
raking, G . , \ . 

,v.£ There never was a Thought entertain’d of 

* prohibiting feveral kinds of Cobds .exprefly al- 

* low’d by the faid Treaty ; neither did the King 
c deny the South Sea ..Company . ; thc Schedules for 

* their Annual veflels, his Majefty having only 
‘ defired the iaj<j Company to let them alone 

* for this Year,' becaufe he had - re/blv’d not to 
v fend his own Caleons, at the Requeft of thofe 

* .who trade to", the indies, and of the Confulate 

* of Cadiz,, whq affirm’d, that America was fo 
J oVef-lfock’d with all forts of Goods, that it 

* was impoflible to difpofp of them. 

* His Majefty Jjatli done nothing herein, that 
( is againft the exprefs Words of the Treaty: 

‘ On the contrary, he hath .by fuch Conduit 

* ffiewn his Inclination to favour the Commerce 

* of, the Britijh Nation ; for he offer’d at the fame 

* time, that the Englijb might fend thither two 

* Ships inftead of, one next Year; and the King 

* was difpofed (rotwithftanding the above-men- 

* tion’d Requeft) to confent to theTQeparture 

* of the faid Annual Ship, not regarding the 

* Prejudice his Finances would have fuller’d 

* therefrom. 

* The Detention of the Merchant-Ships, to 

* tranfport Troops, Horfes, and Ammunition, 

‘was 
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f was perform'd Without any Conftraint, and 
‘ with the peaceable; Confent of the Partiestcon- 

* cem’dv whofe Freight was. pyn&uallyj paid. 

1 ’Tis not Spain that introduced this Cuftpro, the 

* Mcrchant^Ships in -aH.SearPorts, of what Na- 

* tion focyer, publickiy ierving tbofe who pay 

* them, in the nature, of Tranfpotts.; But, it 

* was a fubtle and. malicious Invention to fay, 

* that the Owners, who- endeavour’d tcf ftruggle 

* with .foch Proceedings} had their. : Ears cut off. 
‘ And forafmuch, as thefe Reports, rouft have 
‘.been rais’d with the View only of impofing 

* upon the Britijh Nation, and irtceofing them 

* at the:: Expence of difmal Tragedies.and vifi- 
‘ ble Dangers, contrary to their own Iritereft, 

* Time will fuffiqiently fatisfy the World, that 
4 ..thefe Pretexts are. very wide of Truth. 

1 ‘ ’Ti$ hot deny ’d here, that peradventure 
* . the ,EngitJb Confiil. had been arrefted, and fame 

* other Reprizals order’d,-.- which furely did not 

* happen, before the Sea-Fight : And to hear 

* the. Miniftry of Lwim talk, they will not on- 

* ly difpofe of the' Kingdoms.and Provinces of 
£ others, but we mufl: moreover calmly put up 
■* the Affront of their Infults, and fit down filent- 

ly by the Violence of their Conduft. 

‘ The Complaint that is made, of the Threat- 
-* ning to detain the Effects of the Englifi Mer- 
‘ chants, falls to the Ground •, for the King, 

* notwithftanding Admiral Bing declar’d, upon 
f his Arrival in the Spanijb Sea, that he had Or- 

* ders to employ the Force of his Squadron 
‘ againft the Enterprises of our Army in Italy, 

* and that fuch a Detention would be look’d up- 

* on as the Confequence of fo injurious a De- 

* cla ration, and fo groundlefs a Rupture, would 

N 4 ‘ not 
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* not take the Advantage of that Juafhite of 

* Affairs (whatever Reafbn and Right he had 

* fo to do) to deprive the Bnglifi of the Trea- 

* fures, which they had dispers'd Up and dotofi 
‘ in his Majcfty’s Dominions. Qnthecontfary, 

* ftich was his BeneUolencc, that he permitted 

* them to gather in the fame, always preferring 

* tto hi« own Satisftftioa the Common Wdfarb 
‘. of a- Nation, with which he is ih Frfendfbip, 

* and which hath no Share in the Wotid is the 
f evil CdnduA of a feiaU Number of p&jticala'r 

* Perfonsi 'who facri/ice the whoJe Narioa rd 
f their ambitious Defigna. 

‘ The Proofs whioh his Majefty hath given 
1 of his good Faith and hnecre Friend {hip for 
‘ the King of Qrt/u-Jkitato, during the moil 
‘ ftormy and perilous port of his Reign, and 

* the Treaty concluded with Mr. Bulb, whebce 

* fuch great Advantages did accrue to that 

* Monarch, that the ' Gratitude fo natural to 
‘ Sovereigns oblig’d him to fpeak of them td 
‘ his Parliament, ahd to mention his Cethol/ck 

* Majefty and the Spftttiordi as his fait Friends, 

‘ faithful Allies, and Partakers in the Welfare and 

* Tranquility of the King of Gnat- Britain and 

* his Subjects, which Wetc equally attack’d and 

* djfturb’d by the mifer&ble inteftine Diviffons in 

* his Kingdom: Thcfe Tryals, which his Britain 
* * nick Majefty hath had of the Friendfhip and 

‘ Generality of the Catholick King, prove the 

■ contrary Of what Mr. Craggs fuppofcs in hi% 

‘ faid Letter, as if there had been a Talk of 

■ openly declaring in the Favour of the Pretender, 

* Touching the Archduke’s- Renunciation of 
Tufiany ; that Prince having never any Right • 

claim thole Territories, ’tis an eafy Mat- 
> - ‘ ter 
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* tec tb perfuade him to yield them, or 3t leaft 
‘ to abate of the wide-extended Projeds for ag- 

* grandising his Dominions. 4 

r * This Miniftry do acknowledge they wrote 
the Letter of the.aoth of Auguft, which Mr. 

* Craggt refets to in his, and which the King 
f order’d his Embafladors at Loitdoft and the 

* Hague to make publick, his Majefty being de- 
f firous to jitftifyhisCondud in that Manner, 

* and make appear that his Undertakings, the 

* tailing of Troops, ahd retrieving of his Na- 
•* vy, did Hot reach to the depriving the Englijh 

* Nation of the Commerce of the Indies, as 
‘ the Miriiftry of London hav^ endeavpur’d to 
•* infinuate, to create a pcrfod Diffidence and 

* entire Hatred between the two Nations. Be* 

* fides, the repeated Proofs, which the King of 
•* Spain hath given of his generous Carriage to- 
f wards the King of Great-Britain , will at all 
‘ Events convince and allure him, that the 
•* abOvementioo’d Letter was not publilh’d with 

* the Defign of incenfing his Subjeds againflt 

* his Government ; tho’ there are few, who do 
‘ not. know, that the Maxims and particular 

* Views of fome of the Englijh Minifters are 

* prejudicial and deftrudive of the Common 

* Welfare. 

f As for Mr. Graggs’ s alledgtng in his Letter, 

* that the King his Mafter doth not pretend to 

* any other Trade for his Subjeds, with thofe 
‘ or his Catholick Majefty, than what is ftipu- 

* laced for them by the Treaties ; it cannot be 

* thought, that is the laid Prince’s Meaning; 
( becauie he is not ignorant, that befide what 
i his Catholick Majefty fo generoufly granted 
‘ by the Treaty of Utrecht , he extended yet far- 

* ther 
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* ther his Royal Beneficence, by receding aF* 

* terward from the three Explanatory Articles, 

* and by enlarging confiderably the Ajftaao 

* Treaty for Slaves, the more to. oblige the 

* Englijh. And the World will eafily judge, 

* from thefe two laft Treaties, what a high EF 

* teem his Catholick Majetty hath had for the 

* the King bf Great-Britain and his Subjects ; 
‘ and that, inftead of thinking of new Impdfts 

* and Duties upon the Merchandizes of that 
Crown, he hath yielded, in behalf of Com- 

f merce, all the Advantages granted to him by 
:* the Congrefs of Utrecht. 

'■ * Mean while, the Evil-minded of the London 
i Mihiftry have not only endeavour’d to create 

* a Diffidence in t-he Minds of the Britijh Na- 

* tion, by irifinuating that there are Manufac- 

* tories and Work - Houles newly erefted in 
f Spain ; but they tiavd alfo with the fame Ar- 

* tifice gone about to perfuade Foreign Powers, 
f that it was indifpenfibly tiecefl'ary to curb the 

* Strength of that Monarchy, and to ruin its 

* Fleet, which (according to them) was defign’d 

* to Idifturb the Publick Tranquility/ and to de- 

* prive them all, without Diftin&ion, of their 

* Commerce. . : 

* For what concerns the Manufactures, it 

* is notorious, that were they much more nu- 

* merous than they are, they could never fup- 

* ply the Demand in Spain ; and that the Com- 

* merce of the Indies , humanly fpeaking, cannot 
•* be maintain’d without Foreign Merchandizes/ 

* partly, becaufe the Inhabitants of thefe King- 

* doms fbew very little Inclination to carry on 

* Manufactures ; and partly, becaufe God, in 

* his unfearchable Providence, hath given the 

I ‘ Indie* 
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* Indies into the, Protection of the Spaniards , to 

* the end that all the People in the World 

* ihould equally {hare in their Productions.^ 

' * Concerning the Naval Force, the King li- 

* mited it to fuch a moderate Nuntber, that 
‘ Men can hardly (without Partiality) think 

* it fufljcient to convoy the Galeons, and 
guard the Coafts oiSpain ; which is verify d 

* by the Account which the Englijh publiih’d, 
< of the Number and Rates of the Ships, as 'air 
‘ fo of the Place where they met them in the 

* Sea-Fight of Sicily, And laftly, I muft ob- 

* ferve tq your Excellency, that ’tis acknow- 
4 ledg’d that Mr. Craggs, by his vain Difcourfes, 

* evades the Mention of the Violence commit- 
'* ted againft his Majefty’s Squadron ; and it 

* appears that he requires it ftipuld be believ’d 

* we were attack’d with Reafon, upon no othet 
'* Motive, than becaufe we had before beeri uil- 

* juftly threaten’d : But the Miniftry of London 

* muft maintain the Treaties with due Honour 

‘ and Good-Faith, if they would preferve the 
‘ King’s Friendlhip and the Commerce of the 
‘ Britijh Nation. Iam , &c. ~ 

This laft Letter, which gave a. true Idea of 
what the Minifter and Court of Spain thought 
of his Britamkk MajeftyV ConduCt, was alfo 
communicated to the States General by the Mar- 
quefs de Beretti Landi, who did not fail to tack a 
Memorial to it j from whence' that Minifter 
took Occafion to obferve to their High Mightr- 
neffes, into what a terrible Labyrinth they 
would infallibly plunge themfelves, it they 
fliould yield to the Solicitations of the Enemies 
of fyain, enter into their Views, and prefer the 

Name 
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Name of Enemy to that of Pacifick Media* 
tors, which they might Hill preferve, fince hi$ 
Catholick Majefty refer’d his Interefls to them, 
defiring nothing, but that they would find Out 
Means to falve the Honour of his Crown and 
of the Sfanijh Nation. 

The Enemies of Spain did not gain all the 
Advantages they expc&ed from the right off of 
Syracufa. The Englijh were the firlt. on whom 
die Spaniards reveng’d the Lofs of tneir Ships ; 
Several of their Merchants and Confuls were 

S it under Arreft , Inventories were taken of 
eir Effefts, which were remov’d to Places cf 
Security ; feveral of - their Ships returning from 
the Ports of the Levant or Italy with' rich Car- 
goes, not knowing what had pafc’d, ran into 
the very Mouths of the Spaniards , by calling 
Anchor in their Harbpurs. Indeed, the Gover- 
nors and Magiftrates of the Maritime Towns 
.did feveral things upon this Occafion without 
Orders from Court j and the King fliew'd his 
Difapprobation of it, as foon has he had Infor- 
mation thereof, by granting all the Englijh that 
were in his Dominions entire Liberty, and there?* 
by convincing them, that he did not impute aU 
that had pals’d td their Nation. In refoed to 
Sicily, the Defeat cf the Spanijh Fleer, inftead of 
retarding the Execution of their Defigns, did 
only ferve as it were for a time to pulh them oh 
the falter ; for on one hand the Sicilian Militia 
took up Arms for ’em, the chief Nobility en- 
gag’d to raife new Regiments at their own Ex- ‘ 
,pence, and even the Clergy contributed freely, 
after having form’d Afl'ociations in Favour ojf 
Spain ; fo that the Citadel of MeJJina was loon 
oblig’d to capitulate, notwithftanding all the 

Sue- 


Digitized by CjOOQle 



CarUhd Alber6ni. 189 

Succours and Refrelhments which the Garrifon 
receiv'd every Day by Favour of the Englifk 
Fleet. 

. Melazxt) and Syracufa were the only Places that 
remain'd in the Hands of the J’iedmonteje T roops, 
the one on the North, and the other on the Eaft 
.Side of the Ifland, and both of like Importance ; 
fo that the Marquefs de Lede, being dubious 
"which of the two he fhould attack firft, after the 
Kedu&ion of Mejfina, relblv’d at length upon 
the Siege of Melaccxs, which, he imdertook in 
the beginning of O Shier, and winch lafted near 
feven Months. 

During thefe Tranfadions in Sicily, an Event 
happen'd at Rome , which furpriz’d the whole 
World. We have already Oiewn what happen’d 
•to the Cardinal del Giudiee >, and with what feem- 
ing Refignation he fubmitted to the Orders of 
•the Court of Spain. But the Sequeftratioh 
which the Marquefs de Lede order’d of the Re- 
venues of his Eminence's Benefices in Sicily, 
made him quite impatient, and, after federal 
Conferences with his Hoiinefs, he ereSed the 
Arms of the Houfe of Auftria over the Gate of 
fits Palace, to fhew both holy and the whole 
CHriftkn Wo£id, that he renounc’d his Oadhs 
of Fidelity, which he had on fo many Deca- 
gons renew'd to his Catholfok Majefty, to throw 
himfelf under the Prote&ion not of Neutral 
Rowers, but of the declared Enemy of Spairl, 
to all whofe Secrets he was privy, having been 
'Prime Minifter of that Court for fever al Yeari. 
"The Cardinal judging at the fame time that va- 
rious Sentiments would he pafe’d upon his Con- 
duct, Come of which might net be for his Ho- 
nour, 
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nour, publifli’d the Motives of his changing 
Sides it) the following Manifefto, by way of 
Letter. , 

^Declaration of the Mother which 
oblig'd Cardinal del Giudice to abandon 
the Party of King Philip, and efpoufe the 
Party of thp Emperor , and place the Impe- 
rial Arms over the Gate of his Palace 
at Rome, in the Month of December, 
1718. In a Letter to a Friend, v 

Sir, 

‘TN your Iaft you express'd to me your ’S up* 

* JL prize at thc.Refblution of Cardinal Giudice. 
♦Confidering therefore that you may have been 

* milled by artful Infinuations, or by your being 

* unacquainted with the true State of the Cafe, 

* I take the Liberty to fet it ;in a; right, Light, 

* that you may- fee how juftifiable the Conduft 
c of the: Cardinal is. io, this Affair. ,1 {hall wavp 
c at prefent the extraordinary Accidents that 
‘befclhim at the Court of Spain, occafiop^d 

* by malicious, and falfe Reports ; and content 

* myfelf with telling you, that when he; retir a 

* to Rome to enjoy.Quietnefs there, after having 
Vferv’d that .Crown in feveral • Stations, immq- 

* diately upon his Arrival, Cardinal Acquaviva, 

♦by Order of. King Philip, notified .to all tfif 

* Dependants of Spain, that they ought to loop 

* upon the Cardinal as entirely outpfhi^.f'jr- , 

* vour. . This being furpjcizing News to the Cgtf 
‘.dinal, he reprefented to King Philip .wfiat : 

J been done, deliring him to acquaint him with 

t the 
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* the Motives ; and dire&ed his Letter to the 
‘ Duke of Orleans , that he might be the more 

* certain the fame would be deliver’d to the faid 

* Prince ; which tho’ it was deliver’d according- 

* ly, yet the Cardinal not being able to obtain 
‘ the leaft Anfwer, with the greateft Refigna- 

* tion fubmitted to fo irregular and ftrange a 

* Proceeding. Some Months after Cardinal Ac- 
c quaviva, by a Letter he wrote to Cardinal 

* Giudice , notified to him King Philip’s Order, 

* to take down the Arms of Spain from his Pa- 

* lace Gate ; to which the Cardinal anfwer’d, 

* that he would reprefent to the King himfelf 

* his Sentiments on that Affair ; but Acquaviva, 

* not being fatisfied with that Anfwer, return’d 

* a very infolent Letter, to which Cardinal 

* Giudice reply ’d in Terms expreffinghis Refent- 

* ment. However, by another Letter to King 
‘ Philip, convey’d to him again thro’ the Hands 

* of the Duke of Orleans, he renew’d his In- 
‘ fiances, to know the Reafon of fo unjuft and 

* violent an Order; and at the fame time intima- 

* ted, that a Perfon’s having the Arms of a Crown 

* over his Gate, did not imply that he was a 
‘ Minifter to that Prince, but only denoted that 

* he was his Subjeft ; and therefore if h is Ma- 

* jefty perfifted in his Refolution to have the faid 

* Arms taken down, he protefted that he muft 
‘ underftand himfelf to be no longer bound by 

* any Ties of Valfalage ; and, confequently, to 

* be at full liberty ; upon which the Marquefs 

* de Grimaldi, by Order of King Philip, notified 
‘ to the Cardinal, that his Ma jefty perfifted in 

* his Refolution to have the Arms taken down, 

‘ and even threatned him with refenting it, in 

* cafe he continued to difobey. Upon this new 

“ ‘ Intimation 
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'Intimation the Cardinal took the fetd Arm* 
'down, and) in confequfnce of hfe Proteffo- 

* tioo, claim’d a Liberty of taking other Mea- 
' lures. Yet, continuing undetermined, and 
' perftiading himfelf, that after having obey’d, 

4 all Airther Refentment would eeafe for the fii- 
4 ture, he was inform’d that the Marquefs de 
4 leie had hardly entered Palermo , but he fe* 

* queftred the Revenues of his Church at Mq»- 
4 realty whereby it appear’d that the faidScquef- 

* tration ronft have been one of the firft Articles 
4 in his luftru&ions. The Cardinal therefore 
4 confidering, that at the Jupfture when the 
4 Kingdom of Naples was loft, inftead of ft* - 
4 lowing the Example of Other Cardinals, his 
/Countrymen, and keeping the Pofleffipn of 
' his Patrimonial Eftatc, and his Ecctefiaftfeal 
'Revenues in that Kingdom, he had made a 

* Sacrifice of both, and adhered to the Intcteft 
' of King Philip. That after having been em* 

4 ploy’d in the Service of Spam foe fevcral Years, 

' and acquiued himfelf, in the Management of 
4 the moft important Adairs, wjth a general Af 
' plaufe, which the late King of FrAwe, Lepu 
' XI V* teftified on all Occasions, he had met 
4 with the bigheft Ingratitude, which was an 

* Effe& of the blacked Perfidhudhefs ; and feeing 

* Jumfelf purfiied with continual Perfecutfons at 

* Rme, he found himfelf under an indtfpaofibfe 
' Necdfity to have Rccourfe to other Methods, 

4 to fhelter Jiimfelf again# focb JPerfecntkms : 

' But, in order to proceed upon the beft Advice, 

4 he reprefented to tfte Pope the Situation be 
/was in, defiring his Council, J>«s&iop, and 

* Prote&ion, refigning Ins own Will to that o£ 
the mpft Holy Father, whoring highly fesifo-i 
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’fy'd with the Cardinal’s Moderation, deter- 

* mined, that he being entirely at Liberty from 

* aQ the former. Ties he had been under to Spain, 

* tW Consideration of his being a Neapolitan Car* 

* dinal ought to prevail ; and that confequefitly 
*fae ought to put himfelf under the Imperial 
‘ Dominion^ on fuch Terms as other Cardinals 
■ had done, who were Natives of that King- 
dom; his Holinels charging himfelf with fet-* 

* tling the Manner of it with the Emperor, by 

* the Means of his Embafiador. This Interpo* 

* fition had fuch EffeS, that very favourable 

* Anfwers cattle from his Imperial Majefty, ex- 
‘preffing his Satisfaction and high Efteem for the 

* Cardinal ; in Conference of which, and with 

* the Permiffion of h is Holinels, the Cardinal 
caus’d the Emperor’s Arms to be placed over 

* the Gate of his Palace, in the fame manner 
as is praftifed by other Cardinals, his Imperial 

* Majefty’s Subjects. This faithful and incon- 

* teftable Account will, 1 am fure, free your 

* Mind of that Prejudice, which may have 
‘ been given you by other Relations, and you 
( will judge of the Juftice of the Cardinal's Pro- 

* ceedings by his exemplary Patience and Cir- 

* comfpefldoD) and filence the artful Clamours 

* of thiofe, who out of Envy, or impotent Pair 
f fion agaftdl the Imperial Dominion in Italy, 

otter imprudedt Dctedatipas and Curfes. 

/ tttti, 4td. 

r J 

i 

The Cardinals Acfuavivd and AUxrmi 
jo feverely attack’d by this Mauifefto, that they 
ePuld not let it go long without an Anfwe'r ; 
fm it appear’d , by the whole Scope of tbe> 

O Letter, 

■i 
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Letter, that the Cardinal bl {rludiii did- HOt-lodlc 
upon the Catholick Kirig as t-heAbthor-efthe 
Perfection' he complained of? bat? the Perfon,' 
who was commiflroii’d to draw- Up the Anfwcr,* 
difeovering bdttr his want of Teriper and Equi- 
ty, return’d nd’Arifwer to the Complaints of 
that Cardinal, ' tut launch’d 1 Out into In ve&ives 
againft certain T<ftms of his Eminency’s Mani- 
fefto;' The AnfWer, however* mkde a great* 
Jsjoife at Rome, and the Reader nwy'jifdge of it 
by the following Extraft. 


< The late ’ Mifdemeanors of :: Cardinal Atl 
« Giudice are of fuch a Nature and * fo many,* 

* that? his Catholick Majefty gives a Alining 
‘ Proof of his 'great Clemency* in putting no 
*■ other Command upon him, than to take dowii 

* the Arms of his Monarchy ; and in only fe- 
c queftring the Revenues of the Arcbbiftioprick 

* oi Moweaki ioi his Majefty- had wery power- 

* ful Precedents, and juft • Reafcn® to carry it 

* with more Severity towards the Cardinal, his 

* Subjea, who has quite violated* -the Obe- 

* di'ehce and Gratitude due to fifcSd»W*eign and 

* Betiefaftor, who only defir’d a* reafonable. Sub 1 
*. million, in an AfSir botib jaft-in atfelf, and in 
‘ its ^Circumftancev The Power of the Catho- 


‘•lick King is hnown all over- the -‘Woddp and no 

* Body is TgnoVarft 1 sft'-Exa!tfpks;lof. «pther. Car- 

* dinals c£iat have been feverely treated at Rome 
‘ itfelf, as well as all over Italy , when- any 
‘ Princes have thought fit to fatisfy their Honour 

* and Vengeance, and the^-Rtdfod&^of his Ga- 
^ifeoffclr Majefty wift : be<.no‘ J longef a^Myfteryl 

* atm reading tfie 1 fblk>\ving,Rcfle<ft'iohs * oh the 

*** ' ‘- •' v x VJ * fc '^w***** 
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* Manifefto, which was compos’d in Favour of 

* the Cardinal del Giudice. 

* Such a Manifefto appears to me like bad 

* Council in a bad Caufe, for whoever will but; 

* examine , the uncivil Expreflions which* the 

* Author makes ufe of every now and then, ihufl: 

* be obIig 4 d , to Own, that Jie either knows riot 
‘or has no Value for the - Laws of Honour, 

* which oblige every one to fpeak with Gravity 

* and Modefty, who undertakes to tell the Pujj- 

* lick what they knew hot before. But this is 

* infinitely more expected from ah Inferior and a 

* Subject, who is put to the hard neceflity of 
‘ pleading before the'Publick, againfl his Supe- 

* rfor and his Sovereign. If this be a Crime, 

‘ what fhall we fay of an Author, who fo often 

* repeats the Terms, Strange Ejfelis of the Malice 

* of falfe Reports ! irregular and ftrange Reflations l 

* unjuft and violent Declarations ! the greatefl Irtgra- 

* titude work'd up by the maligtiant Influences of 

* Treachery ! Envy and Pajjion -without a Parallel l 

* Expreflions which all relate to the Catholick 

* King, or his Minifters, at Madrid and Rome, 

* whereby his Majefty i$ grofly affronted over 

* again; for thole loofe and ill-natur’d Expref- 

* floas which are made ufe of againfl his Mi- 

* nifters, cannot fail to refled upon his Majefty. 

* Neither has any regard been had to Decency, 

‘ nor to Civility, nor, perhaps, to the Troth it- 

* felf, in thofe magnify ’d Sacrifices , Ser vices and 

* Approbations, given to the Cardinal’s Condud, 

‘ in whofe Favour there’s fuch a mighty Parade, 

‘ with the Teftimonies of Ipwis XIV, to which 
‘ it is added, [And fince he has met -with the greatefi 
‘ Ingratitude that Treachery cduld produce I fhall, 

'O a ? in. 


Digitized by LjOOQle 



1$6 The Itiftory of 

* in the Sequel, anfwe'r thofe Expreflions with 

* the more Solidity, becaufe I prOpofe to let all 

* the Fa£ts. and Circumftances in their due 


; ; — * 

j compared , 

c fo Aany Heroes, who, after having enlarged 
‘ and "defended the tyariijh Empire In JE&ifr aftd 

* the Tniies, have "Been conftrain’d to ifubtflit to 

* the Viciifitudes of Fortune, and to lofe die 
‘ Favour of their Sovereign, th'e Go^eltitfl^nt 

* of Affairs , and the Command Of Armies. 
‘ Thefe, by the Refignation with which they 

* have iutmitted, both in Word and Deed, have 
‘ giveq public k Fro'ofs that they were j^rfu3$td 

* nothing could exciife us in withholding <&ir§CT- 

* vice, much lefs our Obedience and Ro'i^a 

* due to our Benefaiftor, ahd to our Sovereign. 

‘ Such Conduct as this would, undoubtedly, 
‘ hive been ‘Very becoming a Cardinal, a Bilhop, 
‘ or Grartd Iriqniflto'r, becaiife the InlHfcittion of 
‘ thofe Dignities, and the; Idea which Meg' Coir 

* monly Have of ’em. Is to fet Rules and 
1 of Moderation and a good Behaviaiu^td a 
‘ other Siibjedls. Le'tf he Author of the M'anifcft 
f tell hie then of whom he borrow’d ah Ace 
‘ fo -aggravated, between the Catholick j 

* and the Cardinal del Giudice, fiippofing all 
*he fays of Patrimonial arid Ecclefiajhcfit WMtec 

* facrtficed for the King, to hrhom he 

* Seryi'cn fir feverat Tears, to be adtualfy 
'^ut tet/isdraw up'ihn Amount on the 6me 
.‘Side, >Ver agairift this Sacrifice, df th£ VS* 

‘ royalty bf Sicily , ^ "the 'Afchbifliopricfe bf AS 
'’ reals', the'Credit lie.had at‘ Rsnhe, fvhile h'e ■“ 
.‘.imr uftc'cf 'there vvithjfte Aifaifs {ff' SpaiibJ 
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'"Office of Grand Inquifitor, that of Firft Mi- 

* njfter of all the Spanifh Monarchy, the molt 

* honourable Poll of Governor to the Prince of 
‘ Aftwias , the Honours and Riches either gran- 

* ted or procured for his Nephews ; and then 

* let us examine whether his pretended Sacrifice 
‘ will anfwer fhe Total of fo much Wealth, fo 

* many noble Employments, enough to immor- 
‘ talize his Name. 

‘But before we go farther, let the Author 
‘ tell me, with refpeft to .the Approbations and 

* conflant Encomiums of Lends XIV, in Favour 
‘ of the Cardinal, whether the Gatholick King 
‘ ought to retain the fame Tendernefs for the 

* Ordinal as his Majefty’s iiluftrious Grand- 
‘ father, rather .than exert his own Power, and 
‘ imitate even that great King, who was fo ex- 
‘ aft in keeping up the Rights of a Sovereign, 
‘ and the Dignity of a King. In (hort, without 
‘ mentioning many Cardinals, who underwent 

* the fad Experience of Lewis XIV’s Power, du~ 
‘ ring the long and remarkable Courfe of his 
‘ Life, did that Monarch's Erteem for the Car- 
‘ dinal del ft in dice prevent his Refentment againft 
‘ him, when he detain'd him a confiderable Time 
‘ at Bayonne, diverted of his Office of Grand 
‘ Inquifitor, into which he was not re-admitted, 

* but by the Clemency of his Catholick Majefty, 

‘ and the Requeft of the Queen ? 

‘ The Author, after this Preamble, gives a 

* fliort Narrative of what drew Lewis XIV’s Inr 
‘ dignation upon the Cardinal Inquifitor ; and 
‘ then proceeds to the firft Caufe of hisDilgrace, 

* which, fays he, was oppofing the Queen’s Scnti- 
‘ ment, when file prefs’d the Departure of the 

* Auxiliary Fleet for the Levant, which the Car- 

O 3 ‘ dinal 
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f dinal was for fending to the Coafts of Italy to 

* force tbe Pope to anfwer all the Demands of the 
f Court of Spain. Then he gives an Account how 
f the Cardinal retired, and of hisQuarrel withCar^ 

* dinal Acquayivn at the Cardinal de la TtemouMe’s 
f Houfe on St. Lucia’s Day, which occafion’d the 
*■ Order to take down the King’s Arms from the 

* Gate of his Palace, and of the pretended Dif- 
■* obedience of the Cardinal, or rather his Ob- 
f ilinacy, which brought upon him the Confifea- 
‘ tion of his Ecclefiaftical Revenues in Sicily. 

* From .hence the Author takes Occalion to 
f fliewi that the Cardinal has forc’d the King to 
f treat him with fp much Severity. 

Cardinal Alberoni was charg’d, not only at 
Rome and Vienna, with what had pafs’d between 
thofe Courts and that pf Madrid ; but they be- 
gan «o talk the fame Language at other Courts. 
The Duke of Savoy talk’d openly, that that 
Minifter.had trick’d him ; and complain’d of it 
to the Courts of France and England , imploring 
their Affiftance as Guarantees of the Treaty of 
Utrecht, and the Aft pf Cejfiou. He fent the Marr 
quefs of St. Thomas forthwith to the Court of 
Vienna, where a Retropeffion, which had J> een 
already fo lpng negotiated, was finilh’d, and fol- 
low’d by the Adhefion of the Court of Turin to 
the Quadruple Alliance, in which wpre inferted 
Articles pf a new Plan of Accommodation be- 
tween the Courts pf Viennfi, Turin and Madrid, 
whereby the Duke of Savoy changes his Title of 
King of Sicily, into that of King of Sardinia, 
which the Mediators promife to put him in Pof- 
feflion pf, jn Exchange for Sicily , which he yields 
to the Houfe of Aujlria j the Riglit of Rever- 


Digitized by CjOoqIc 



Cardtyal , A l b e,r on i. 

fjoft 35*4; : Dp^olution ^Defer^’d jo the'>Cry^n . of 
Spain op th}£ J^ingdom being transfer Con tBe 
fame Conditions to that of Sardinia. • * 

•- Thp qew King of Sardinia, being deiirous to 
give an Acooupt to the Public^ of the Juft ice of 
his Proceedings, his fyfiniders publi/h’d in prance. 
and HpUqnd a fort of Manifedo, wherein he com-, 
plains iopdjy.againd the whole Condu&of the 
Spantjb Min/dry, who, upon mere Sufpicions and, 
Probabilities, had form’d a Defign to take an 
entire Kingdom from him,, at the lame time tfiat, 
tine laid; Jyfinidry propos’d Treaties to liim pf 
the drifted Union : And to prove the Faithlef-i 
oefsqf the Minifter, who in all his Negotiations 
had nothing in View but to deceive, he concludes 
bis M^njfeflo with a Letter, written from Ma- 
drid by th^- Secretary Don NhcheLFexnandesDurand^ 
and by thq Cardinal’s Order, dated thq rfifrof 
J.u]y 3 and directed to the Marcpiefs de.^tlja Ma- 
jor, the Spanijh Refident it 'Turin.' ' “ '! 

•- ' i . • v ^ 

, * By that time this copes to your Hands., they 
‘ .will have receiv’d Advice in the Court where you 

■ are, of.the Place where our Fleet has dop’d, and 
. ‘ of the Landing they have made in Sicily, having 

■ taken Po/Teffion of the City of Palermo theythln- 

* ftant ; and the King our Madef orders your Ei? 

‘ cellency, that as foon as you have received this, 

‘ you. reprefent and allure his Sicilian tyjajedy, 
‘that the Defign in palling an Army into that 
‘ Ifland, proceeds not from^any Defign his Ma- 
‘ jedy has ever had, or even thought of failing in his 
‘ gpod Faith, or violating the Treaty of the Cef- 
‘ lion of the Kingdom of Sicily ; but that he has 
‘ been induc’d to this only by the moral and nor 

* torious Jfdurance he has, that a Defign is form’d, 

h.-. 'O .4 ‘ and 


Digitized by LjOOQle 



2.00 e Thc Hifioiy of* ^ 

* apt Mwfures taken for (kfpoilingfwithput 
‘leaft Foundation of Reason or juftice) his Spiff 

* lion Majefty, of that Kingdom, in order to pvtt* 

* it into the Hands of the Archduke* and thereby : 
*■ augment his too great Power, fo prejudicial,’ 

* and fo fatal to Europe, to the Liberty of Italy, 

* and the publiek Good. A Ptojed foextraordir 

* nary, and fo fatal to all Exaope, and the- juft'- 

* and indifpenfiblc Neceffity which obliges the 

* Ring our Mailer to oppofe the aggrandizing -of 

* his Enemy, knowing befides, that his- Sicikna 

* Majefty is not in a Condition to refill the VicK 

* lence of the potentates Mediators, who -cotH 

* jungly with the Archduke would defpoil huor 

* of that Kingdom; are powerful and income £- 

* table Motives which have induc’d his Majefty tt* 

* dire# his Arms into Sicily ; pro telling at che> 

* fame time, that he has never had the leaft 

* Intention to give Offence to bis Sicilian Mar 

* jefty. -~:,i 

* r The King is convinc’d, that the Reality of 

* thefe Expreflfons will perfuade that Sovereign 
*of the folid Reafons, and the preffingMotivei 

* that he has had for taking fueh a Refoluaon j 

* affuring himfelf, that notwithftaoding whathafcf 

* happen’d, if his Sicilian Majefty will cultivate a 

* good Harmony and Correfpondence with^Mw, 

* there will arife from it fignal and glorious Ad- • 

* vantages, and the Kmg our Mailer will always. 

* concur with his Forces and all his Power in fbl- - 

* licjting the Satisfaction of his Sicilian Majefty^ • 

* and in augmenting the Bonds of Amity, dote- • 

* reft and Kindred, which eftabfift, and ought 

* tp prelerve the moft perfect Union between the 
f two Crowns, and the two Natjons. 



This 
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*• Snii^Manifefla (gave the Cardinal htf Oppor- 
tunity id his Turn; to inform the Publiek of the 
Motives of an Expedition which had caus’d fo 
great a Sarprize : He did it fo as to fct in a full 
Light the Equity of the Conduct of the Catho- 
lic* King, (hewihgthat he only undertook the 
Conqueft of this (Kingdom to keep it for the 
Suite of Sooty, from whom it was taken away 
by a Ptojsft of Accommodation, and to main", 
tain. the Right of. Revettton im Devolution, 
which he had refcrved to himfelf by the A& of 
Ceffion, and whit h his Mighnefs endeavour’d to', 
defbey by t^eanag. of a Rettocefliou with the* 
Emperor, as the 'Court of Madrid was convinc’d 
by the Mirrtfters of France and England, and by 
the Earl Stmhepis Memorial of May %6, 
la lhort, the.Aathor of the Mantfcfto did ootfaR 
to aggravate the Grounds which his Highnef* 
himfdf had given to the Court of Madrid to treat: 
him thus, after having refus’d the Advantages of 
an Alliance which was offer'd to him* 

The King of Sardinia $ Entrance into thq 
Quadruple Alliance, rendring certain feparatq 
Amides of the faid Treaty of no efieff, no 
Means were omitted to compieat it by Obtain- 
jng the Adherence of the States General, The 
Mavquefs de Pm having quitted BrttjfeU, where 
the Troubles which threaten’d a general Rebel- 
lion did never ehelefs require his Prefence, went 
to the Hague to aflrft the Lord Cadge* to facili- 
tate the (aid Acceffion. Their High Migh* 
tineflfcs refus’d to hearken to any Proportion 
on this Head, til) the King of England, as Guaf 
rantee of the Barrier-Treaty •concluded at Ant' 
vxrp, had firft procur’d the Execution of it* 
which met with feveral^ifficulties op the Part 
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of the Ihhabitl»tsfcfi74»^raiidiihafufH/. Uhe 
Refident Pefteh hzd labour’d for lBveral Montfws 
with the Deputies of Flanders and'. Brabant jUff, 
find out Means of an Accomrtibdation. At length* 
Conferences were begun at the Hague between 
the Deputies of their High Mightineffetj thei 
Marquefs dq Prit and the Earl' bf Cadagattj 
which concluded in a Convention, explaining and 
correding the Treaty of Asmuerpr, of the Execu-i 
tionand Ratification of which , his Jfritannick Man 
jetty was Guarantee. *. . r . . . 

'■ This Obttaelebeing Remov’d, -it was b diet’d 
k wou’d be no longer.. aDifficulty to obtain, 
the Concurrence of their High ! Mightineflcs i 
tyhich was the more defied, becaufe . it wOu’di 
take away the only Refource left to Cardinal 
iilberctoj-arid put him tinder a;bifece/fity to ia-f 
dine the King his Matter to Sentiments of Peaces 
The Courts of France, Vienna and London, wheal 
they courted the Union of their High.Mightinc£i 
fes upon this Occafion, had . not fb. much in View, 
(he ftrengthning 3f their Party againft Spain, as 
the weakning of the latter ; becUufe they were 
perfuaded, that if the Republickjwere to remain 
in a Ncutrality,-the Court of Spam would front 
thence always -find Refources of the laft Import 
tance, of which; fhe wou’d be depriv’d as food 
as ever their High Mightinefles fhou’d enter into 
the Alliance. In fhort, while this Aftair was net 
gotiating at the Hague, there was Advice that the 
Pott of Anjlerdam± and forae other Harbours of 
Zealand , were fall of Ships bought' by the Spanifi 
Minilters, and laden with all Sorts, of Ammunir 
tion, which Spain cou’d get in Holland while fhe 
hid Money) and, the Republic^ continu’d neuter. 
•T^as for this Rcafon that the Cardinal took 
so fo 
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fo much at Heart this Neutrality, which' thd 
Marqiiefs de Beretti Landi never ceas’d to defire o£ 
ind tp recommend to their High Mightinefles by 
the raoft cogent Reafons poflible, which are for 
the moil part contained in the following Letter 
that Cardinal Alberoni wrote to him on the 24th 
of OSlcber. . ' ' 

Sir, . 

* ri 1 H E King receives pofitive Advices from 

* JL different Parts (tho* he does not believe 
‘ it however) of the Defign which this Repub- 
- lick has to enter into the fame Meafures and 

* Engagements which the other Powers have 

* contracted. His Majefty, -who has always 
f look’d upon Meffieurs the States-General robe 

* difinterelled, and that their Conduct was ac- 

* companied with Maxims pacifick and full of 

* Juftice, did believe, that" in cohfequence of 

* fuch a laudable Proceeding, they would keep 
‘ themfelves impartial* and that they would look 

* on the Alliance,’ to which they are follicited,’ 

* with an Averfion, which a Project fo pemici- 

* ous, lo fatal, and fo contrary to the Publick 
‘ Good, ought to infpire. The true Interefts of 

* the United Provinces confift (and who does 
f not know it) to maintain themfelves in a State 
‘ of Neutrality, becaufe, by this means, they 

* will draw upon themfelves a general Applaufe 

* during the prefent Syftem, and a Conjuncture 

* fo critical. 

* The Princes themfelves engag’d in the War, 

* reputing this Republick as the Arbiter and the 

* only Relource for reconciling their Minds, and 
‘ re-eftablilhing the Tranquility, will preffingly 

‘ folicit 
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ifelicic it* Ftiendlhip, aacj in this manner. Mcf- 

* ficurs, the States will make the no^left Figure 

* which they can wifli for ;n this WorltL pbr 

* tattling, by their Indifference and Impartiality^ 
‘ conllderabie Ad vantages for their Commerce, 
f i which the Other Nations have loft by their falfe 

* Conduct. 

* All Europe knows the Ends and Intentions 

* of the Powers who have form'd the Projed, 

* and of thofe who adhere to it >• but it would 

* be too precipitant a Step, and an inpompte- 

* henftble BJindneft, which would fobjed the 

* Republick, if one may forge the Term* to an 

* intolerable Servitude, and render it in the Eyes 

* of the reft of Europe a Slave to the Paffions of 

* ^nether, if by acceding to this fame Ptojed 

* fte will contribute to the Aggrandizement of 

* the too great Power of the Archduke, which 
‘in time will become extremely fatal to the 

* Rights and Liberties of the People. 

* His Majefty has heard with Pleafure, the 

* Advice which your Excellency fent him, that 

* the Republick had nam'd a Minifter to refide 
‘ in his Court, With the Chara&er of Ambalfa- 

* dor, and will attribute this Nomination to the 

* Fifed of the Sage Refolutions which Meffieurs 
5 the States General are accuftom'd to take, fo 
‘ much the more, that by the Arrival of their 

* Embaftador, the Amity and good Corrcfpon- 
f dence betwixt the King our Matter and the 

* United Provinces is augmented, and an Over- 

* ture given to fome Treaty of Accommodation 
f betwixt the' Difcohtented Princes, crowning 

* by iConfequence this Rf publick with the in fair 
‘ lible Glory of having given Peace to Europe ^ 

. • • ■ 1 avoiding 
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* avoiding by their amicable Mediation the fatal 

* Events of an unhappy War. 

‘ On the contrary, if fhe fuffer her felf to be 

* carry ’d away with the Inftanceis of Sovereigns 
4 determin’d to oppofe the juft Caufe of the 
‘ King, Ihe will not only tread under Foot all 
‘ Equity and Reafon, but, to his Majefty’s Grief, 
4 will be wanting in the Amity and Acknowledge 
4 ment which {he owes to fo great a Monarch, 
4 her undoubted Friend, and will always be ex* 

‘ pos’d to the Reproach which will unavoidably 
4 follow fuch a Step, that will be taken for the 
4 greateft Affront done to Spam. 

4 As the King defires more and more to cul* 
4 tivate the moft perfeft Union with this Repub- 
4 lick, whofe Glory and Advantages he has at 
4 Heart, his Ma jefty orders me to tell your Excel* 
4 lency, that you exhort Meflieurs the States- 
4 General, in his Name, to depart and keep at 
4 a Diftance from the Infinuations and particular 
4 Ends of the Minifters of the Powers, who calf 
4 themfelves Mediators, lince their View is en* 
4 tirely contrary to the prudent Maxims of the 
4 Republick, whom your Excellency will allure 
4 that his Majefty is willing to Continue his 
4 Amity ; and for cultivating it, and for the Itr- 
4 tention befides very well known to advance the 
4 publick Tranquility, he is difpos’d to contri- 
4 bute towards it very willingly, heark’ning to 
4 the Republick by all the Means poffible and 
4 allowable to his Honour. 

Moft of the Provinces were already drawn 
into the fame Sentiments by the Speeches, Re- 
monftrances. Memorials and Conferences of the 
Marquefs Beretti Landi , who afted with Vigor, 

to 
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to thwart- the. Negotiations* of the Earl of Ca-< 
iogan. . . .. . ' 

./While;, all. thcfe Negotiations and Intrigues 
were carrying on at the Gourtsof, Madrid* Lon- 
don, Twruiapd the Hague, a .great Confpiracy 
was form'd in France. This kingdom has been 
us’d to extraordinary Revolutions^under the Mi- 
nority of their Kings. The Man, " who durft 
not prefume to expert the m.eaneit Employ dur 
ting the Reign of a King whq is' of -Age," com- 
monly thinks that under a Regency he is 'ex- 
pqs’d to the greateft Injufiic.e,jf he is not ad- 
vanc’d to the moil confiderable Polls; and if 
thofe, who have Favours and Benefits to bellow, 
do not confer them upon himfelf with a Liberal 
Hand. This has been the Source of I know not 
how many Hilguils, which Only wanted ah Oc- 
cafion to break out. Thofe, who had the Mlf- 
fprtune to be under thefe unhappy Circumllan- 
ces, .thought they could never find a more far 
irourable Opportunity than that of the War a- 
gainft Spain ; the rather, becaufe an Afi'eftioa 
for a Prince of the Blood of France might ferve 
foraQoak to cover all theijr falfe and criminal 
.proceedings ; and a certain Fatality, owing to 
.the Corruption qf the Heart of Man, makes 
.Vice and G.ujlr often unite. Men* with whom 
.the llriQefi Virtue could fcarce ever get an Ac- 
quaintance. Thus the Malecontents confe<}e- 
jated infen^blyi' and eallly v found Accomplices 
in the middle of the CoqrcitfelC . The^r Arm 
was to change che Government! Their Proje&s 
were regulated. . The Bufinefs- was no lefs than 
Ltd change the Regency, by taking it away from 
-a Prince io w£qm ail Voices had given it,, to 
'^ansBer ^Gtg a toother, they fcarce themfe|vqs 
: (mew 
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knew who ; but what horrible Robberies, Mur- 
ders, Prophanations, &c. muft have been the 
Prelude ! This Confederacy wanted a Head, 
and Spain furniffi’d them with one ; for they, 
were not ignorant of the Difpofition of Cardinal 
Alberoui. Tltis Minifter had already given Proofs 
with what Zeal he embrac’d all Occasions, which 
were very extraordinary and difficult to conduct 
In a Word, he had the grand Refource of fuch 
Events at his Command. He was Mailer of 
the Treasures and. Favours of a powerful Mo- 
narchy. The Heads of the Cabal therefore o- 
pen’d their Mindsuo his^Emiriency, who look’d 
upon this unexpected Event as a lingular Pro- 
vidence. The Confequences feem’d too favour? 
able to him to. reject them, and there was no 
Affiftance which he did not promife to keep up 
thofe Perfons in their bad Inclinations ; and in 
order to form a Correfpondence with them the 
more fecretj becaufe it would pafs through a 
Canal, which ought to be Unit up by all the 
Taws of Equity and Politicks*, he charg’d the 
Prince de Cellamare , Embaflador of Spam at Pa- 
ns, to negotiate with thofe Malecontents, to re- 
ceive their Prgpofals, to concert Meafures with 
them, and to aflifl them wich his Advice. 

While all the Cardinal thought fit to propofe 
was offer’d in tire mod fecret Conferences, this 
Minifter thought fit to employ all forts of Me- 
thods to manage, and gain, -if poffiblc, the Hearts 
:of the Nation in general. This gave Rife to 
two Declarations of the King of Spain ; one of 
the ninthiof November, in Favour of the Peach 
i Merchants refidirlg in his Dominions ; all the 
Terrus.af which feem’d to have been choien to 
.uiiintute. into, cue Affections, of a Nation, wh 
i 
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illb fofld of being carrts’d. The other, which 
they took Care to difperfe over afl the' King* 
dom of Frfirict, was dated fr<*n Prado rbe aytt 
Of December, 17*8. Thfc Cardinal- Minifbcr 
makes the King to deliver bhofelf in it in Terms 
the mort-capabkrto encourage the Difafic&ed, 
and to excite them to a Revolt. 

Thus the Cardinal by little and little made 
the DifpOfitions he thought Oareffary before the - 
springing of the Mines ; thor he contriv’d hove 
the Projefts ofthe Confederates mould be ext* 
Chted : But 00 the very Inftkit^he was ready 
to fet Fite to this Train, they'drere happily 
countermin’d after the moil inconceivable Man* 
Tier The Prince de Ce&mare, who Intruded his 
Secretaries with nothing at all relating do this 
Afiair, wrote with his own Hand the Difpatches 
he Tent to the Cardinal, Either beoaufe he had 
not Time, or by I know not what happy Fact* 
iky, or for Reafbne that perhaps may one Day 
be penetrated' into, the Motives of which may 
be found already explain'd in a foregoing Sheet of 
this Hiftory t That Embafiador wrote wkhoat 
a Cypher the lift Letters that prefsU the Ere* 
cution of the -Defign, and enclos'd the blade 
Lift of the Heads of the Confpiracy* And as 
if it Wrte not enough that the Plot was dis- 
cover’d without fecrificing the Conl^iratorj, the 
Difcovery of whole Defigh without doubt nude 
•them refleft upon themfelves} both Declara- 
tions wane committed to the Tame Exprefc, tbc 
mMa^i Abbot Pmo-Onrero , Nephew to the fkmonts 
^^^ft'Gardinal of that Name, a Perfon of Honour* 
who might be confided in, but too temarkabid 
1 for being the Beater of fuch Difpatches, dpi-' 
dally in a Conjuncture when every one might 
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Be fufpeCted ; it happen’d, as well might be fore-' 
feen, that the laid Exprefs was pnrfu’d and 
Hop’d at Poitiers ; where he was oblig’d to de- 
liver up the Packet of Letters, which it was im- 
pqffible for him either to burn or tear. The Packer 
Was fent to Court with all pofflble fpeed i in the 
mean while the Marquefs de Momeleones Son, 
who being in Company With the Abbot Porto- 
Carrero, was an Eye-Wltnefs of every thing that 
pafs’d, made as great Expedition, arid even 
more than the Courier ; for he arriv’d before 
him at Paris, and acquainted the Prince de 
CeUamare of the Fate of his Difpatches. In 
this Packet were enclos’d two Letters for the 
Cardinal, a Lift of the Names of thole that Were 
engag’d in the Delign, two Copies of Mani- 
fetto’s , a Writing that contained the Plan of 
the Defign, an Abridgment of the Events in 
former Minorities; laftly, an eighth Writing, 
foil of Reflections upon the Contents of the 
Manifefto’s. All was fign’d. by the Prince de 
CeUarhare , who in thofe Letters plainly made 
it appear that he had fo great a Hand in every' 
thing that was Concerted, as to forfeit the Rights 
and PCrerogatives annex’d to His Character of 
Embaflador. Upon Which Account, the Re- 
gent was not doubtful of What Meafutes he 
ought to take upon this Occafion ; which were 
to fecure the Perfon of that Embaflador and 
his Papers, hoping to find in the latter fome 
cle^r Difcoveries that were not in his Difpatches. 
HoWever, it was done With all poffible Deco- 
rum and RefpeCt; fo that nOtwithftanding the 
Chagrin this might occafion in the Embaflador, 
he could not complain of the Regent’s Con- 
dud, who, for from laying the Blame Upon him, 

P com,- 
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complain’d only of the Cardinal, whom he look'd- 
upon as the Author of all thole Contrivan- 
ces, on the Succefs of which his Emincncy 
grounded that of his other |*roje&s againft Italy, 
and even againft England* 

While the Spanijh Embaflador was treated in. 
France with all the Refped imaginable ; the; 
Cardinal, who was as. yet ignorant of what had 
pals d there, carry ’d it quite othetwife to the 
French Embaflador at Madrid. His Catholick 
Majefty being feiz’d again with a kind of Drop- 
fy that threaten’d his Life, had (as ’tis faid)i 
made his Will, in which he left the Regency ta 
the Queen, jointly with the Cardinal! The 
Duke de St. Aignan , Embaflador of France, having 
Intelligence of it, declar’d his Sentiments on that 
Point, with a Freedom becoming his Chara&er ; 
but this gave Diftafte to the Cardinal, who 
caus’d an Order to be notified to him from the 
King, to depart Madrid in twenty four Hours; 
and, without giving him Time to obey, fent an 
Exempt of the Life-Guard next Morning, who 
conftrain’d the Minifter and his Dutchefs to rife 
and depart immediately, without allowing them 
Time to fettle their Affairs : And fince he 
thought no Body would approve fuch an Aik 
of Violence, for which no Reafon was given* 
be forthwith difpatch'd an Exprcfs to the Prince. 
de CeUamare, to whom he gave Advice of what 
bad lately pafs’d in thefe Terms. 

* What Advice foever arrives about the Pro- 

* ceedings with refpeft to the Duke of St. Aig- 

* nan, that ought not in any wife to be taken 

* as a Precedent to treat your Excellency after 
f the feme Manner : It was neceffary to proceed 

‘ thus 
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*. thus , with the Duke, becaufe. he had his Au- 

* dience of Leave, becaufe he no longer bore 
‘ any Charader, and by reafon of his bad Con- 

* dud. Vour Excellency muft be refolute to 

* (lay at Paris , and not to depart till you are 
‘ compell’d by Force. In that Cafe you muft 
1 fubmit, after having made the neceffary Pro- 

* teftations to the Moft Chriftian King, to the 

* Parliament, and to all others that ihall be 

* thought proper, againft the Violence committed 

* by the Government of France to your Excel- 

* lency’s Perfon and Charader ; and if you are 

* oblig’d to depart, you muft firft fet Fire to all 

* your Mines. 

After this, no Decorum was any longer ob- 
ferv’d on either Side : The Cardinal forget- 
ting tjiat the Regent was of his Catholick 
Ma jelly’s Blood, launch’d out into InvediveS 
againft his Perfon, and againft the Regency; 
and inftead of difowning what the Prince de 
Cedamare had done, as was expeded, every Bo- 
dy was much furpriz’d to fee diftributed, even in 
the Heart of France , the very Letters and Ma- 
pifefto’s, mention’d in the Prince de Cedamare & 
Pifpatches, that proceeded from the Pen of the 
Agents of the Confpiracy ; the Expreffions and 
Principles of which were made choice of to in- 
cite the whole Nation to Revolt againft the 
Prince who govern’d them. Thefe Pieces were 
fupprefs’d, as much as was poffible, to fave his 
Catholick Majeftys Honour, to whom the 
Government of France did not care to attribute 
.the Sentiments that were couch’d in almoft every 
Line. ' 

Pa In 
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In fine, the Courts of France and Eng/and 
being convinc’d by the violent Proceedings of 
the Cardinal, that his Eminency was refolv’d to 
influence his Catholick Majefty to pu(h Matters 
to extremity, declar’d War againft Spain ; which 
was done at Paris and at London with the ufual 
Formalities, after Manifeftoes were publilh’d, 
expofing to the View of all Europe the Injuries 
thofe Crowns had receiv’d from the Spanijh Mi- 
nifiry, upon whom they laid the blame of all 
the Mifchiefs that were like to be occafion’d by 
this new War. 

It was thought at firft, that thefe laft Pro- 
ceedings of two powerful Monarchies, that 
were able to attack Spain both by Sea and Land, 
would bring the Cardinal to Reafon : But 
far from that, being more haughty and more 
obftinate than ever as to his Principles, 'and in 
continuing his Projects, it was difeover’d that 
he made new Alliances in feveral Courts, which 
had conceiv’d great Umbrage againft that of 
England , and were feemingly difpos’d to lay hold 
of the firft Opportunity to (hew their Refent- 
ment : But an unexpected Death defeated the 
Blow in Part, anil reduc’d the Cardinal to a 
NeceiTity of having recourfe to other Means, the 
'Execution of which all Europe waits for with as 
much Impatience, as the projecting of them has 
occafion’d Surprize. 

Tho’ the Author of this Hiftory has given a 
pretty large Account of the Circumftances of the 
Cardinal del Giudice’s Difgrace, yet I thought it 
would not be difagreeable to the Readers, if r I 
jhould here give them his Emiriency’s Manifefto, 
with thp Anlwer of the Spanijh Minifters, as they 
were publifh’d at Rome. ± 

A Be- 
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A Declaration of the Motives which 
oblig’d Cardinal del Giudice to abandon 
the Party of King Philip, and efpoufe the 
Party of the Emperor , and place the Impe- 
rial Arms over the Gate of his Palace 
at Rome, in the Month of December, 
1718. In a Letter to a Friend. 

Sir, 

‘ TN your laft you exprefs'd to me your Sup- 

* X prize at the Refolution of Cardinal Giudice. 

* Coniidering therefore that you may have been 

* milled by artful Infinuations, or by your being 

* unacquainted with the true State of the Cafe, 
f I take the liberty to fet it in a right Light, 

* that you may fee how j'uftifiable the Conduft 
‘ of the Cardinal is in this Affair. I fhall wave 

* at prefent the extraordinary Accidents that 

* pefel him at the Court of Spain, occafion’d 

* by malicious and falfe Reports ; and content 

* myfelf with telling you, that when he retir’d 

* to Rome to enjoy Quietnefs there, after having 
‘ferv’d that Crown in feveral Stations, immer 

* diately upon his Arrival, Cardinal Awaviva, 

* by Order- of King Philip, notified to all the 
■ Pep,endants of Spain, tjiat thfy ought to look 
‘ upon the Cardinal 3s entirely put of his Fa- 

* vqur. This being furprizing tyews tp the Car- 
dinal, he reprefented to Ring Philip what had 
‘ been done, defiring nira to acquaint him with 
‘ the Motives ; and direfted his Letter tO the 

* Duke <jf Orleans , that he might be the more 
‘ pertain the lame would be deliver’d tp the faid 

P 3 ‘ Prince; 
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4 Prince j which tho’ it was deliver’d according- 

* ly, yet the Cardinal not being able to obtain 

* the Jeaft Anfwer, with the greateft Refigna- 
4 tion fubmitted to To irregular and ftrange a 

* Proceeding. ,§crme Months after Cardinal Ac- 

* quaviva , by a Letter he wrote to Cardinal 

* Giudice, notified to him King Philip’s Order, 

* to take down the Arms of Spain from his Pa- 

* lace Gate ; to which the Cardinal • anfwer’d, 

* that he would reprefent to the King himfelf 

* his Sentiments on that Affair ; but Acquaviva, 
4 not being fatisfied.with that Anfwer, return’d 
‘a very infolent Letter, to which Cardinal 
c Giudice reply’d in Terms exprefling his Refent- 

* roent. However, by another Letter to King 

* Philip , convey’d to him again thro’ the Hands 
'* of the Duke of Orleans , he renew’d his In- 
■* ftances, to know the Reafon of io unjuft and 

* violent an Order ; and at the fame time intijna- 
4 ted,thataPerfon’s having the Arms of a Crown 
*• over his Gate, did not imply that he was a 

* Minifter to that Prince, but only denoted that 
4 he was his Subject ; and therefore if his Ma- 

* jefty perfifted in his Refolution to have the faid 

* Arms taken down, he protefted that he muft 

* underftand himfelf to be no longer bound by 

* any Ties of Vaflalage ; and, ( cctafequently, to 
4 be at full Liberty ; upon which the Marquefs 
4 de Grimaldi, by Order of King Philip , notified 
4 to the Cardinal, that his Majefty perfifted in 

* his Refolutidfi to have the Arms taken down, 

4 and even threatned him with refenting it, in 
4 cafe he continued to difobey. Upon this new 
4 Intimation the Cardinal took the faid Arm? 

4 down , and, in confequenee of his Prorefta- 
! tion, claim’d a Liberty of taking other Mea- 
sures. 
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* fures. Yet, continuing undetermined, and 

* perfuading . himfelf that after having obey’d, 

* allfurther Refentmeht would ceafe for the fu- 

* tiife, he was inform’d that the Marquefs de 
‘ Leie had hardly entered Palermo , but he fe- 

* queftred the Revenues of his Church at Moti- 
‘ reale , whereby it appeat’d that the faidSequef- 

* tration muft have been otte of the firft Articles 

* in his Inftruftions. The Cardinal therefore 

* confidering, that at the Jun&ure when the 
‘ Kingdom of Naples was • loft, inftead of fol- 

* lowing the Example of other Cardinals, his 

* Countrymen, arid keeping the Polfeffion of 
‘ his Patrimonial Eftate, and his Ecclefiaftical 
‘ Revenues in that Kingdom, he had made a 

* Sacrifice of both, and adhered to the Intereft 
‘ of King Philip. That after having been eiri- 

* ploy’d in the Service of Spain for feveral Years, 
‘ and acquitted himfelf, in the Management of 

* the moft important Affairs, with a general Ap- 

* plaufe, which the late King of Fretnce , Lewis 

* XIV, teftified on all Occafions, he had met 

* with the higheft Ingratitude, which was ah 

* Effcft of the blackcft Perfidioufhefs j and feeing 

* himfelf purfued with continual Perfecutions at 

* Rome, he found himfelf under an indifpenfiblfc 

* Neceflity to have RecOurfe to other Methods, 

* to fhelfer himfelf againft fuch Perfecutions : 

* But, in order to proceed upon the bell Advice, 

‘ he reprefented to the Pope the Situation he 

* was in, defiring his Council, Direction, and 

* Proteftion, refigning his own Will to that of 

* the moft Holy Father, who being highly fatif- 
‘fy.’d with the Cardinal’s Moderation, deter- 

* mined, that he being entirely at Liberty from 
f all the former Ties he had been under to Spain, 

P 4 ‘the 
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* the Confideration of his being a Neapolitan Car- 

■ dinal ought to prevail ; and that consequently 

* he ought to put himfelf under the Imperial 
f Dominion, on fuch Terms as other Cardinals 

* had done, who were Natives of that King- 

* dfom ; his Holinels charging himfelf with fet- 

* tling the Manner of it with the Empteror, by 

* the Means of his Embafl'ador. • This Interpo- 

* fition had fuch Effed, that very favourable 

* A^fwers came from his Imperial - Majefty,- ex- 

* prefling his Satisfadion’ and high Efteem for the 
f Cardinal ; in Confequence of which, and with 
f the Permiflion of his Holinefs, the . Cardinal 

* caus’d the Emperor’s' Arms to be placed over 

* the Gate of his Palace, in the fame manner 

* as is pradifed by other Cardinals, his Imperial 

* Majefty s Subjeds. This faithful and incon- 

* tellable Account will, I am fure, free your 

* Mind of that Prejudice, which may have 

* been given you by other Relations, and you 
f will judge of the Juftice of the Cardinal’s Pro- 

* ceedings by his exemplary Patience and Cir- 
f cumfpedion, and lilence the artful Clamours 

■ of thofe, who out of Envy, or impotent Pa Jr 

* lion againft the Imperial Dominion in Italy ^ 

* utter imprudent Defoliations and Gurfes. 

/ am, St c. 
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The Answer. 

T HE late Mifdemeanors of Cardinal del 
Giudice are of fuch a Nature and fo ma- 
ny, that his Catholick Majefty gives a Aiming 
Proof of his great Clemency, in putting .no 
other Command upon him, than to take down 
the Arms of his. Monarchy; ’and in only fe- 
qucftring the Revenues of the Archbifiioprick 
of Monreale ; for his Majefty had very power- 
ful Precedents, and juft Reaforis. to carry it 
with more Severity towards the Cardinal, his 
Subjed, who has quite violated the . Obe- 
dience and Gratitude due to his Sovereign and 
Benelador, who only defir’d a reafonable Sub- 
miflion, in an Aflair both juft in itfelf, and in 
its Circumftances. The Power of the Catho- 
lick King is known all over the World ; and no 
Body is ignorant of Examples of other Car- 
dinals that have been feverely treated at Rome 
itfelf, as well as all over Italy, when any 
Princes have thought fit to fatisfy their Honour 
and Vengeance, and the Reafons of his Ga- 
tholick Majefty will be no longer a Myftery, 
after reading the following Refledaons on the 
Manifefto, which was compos'd in Favour of 
the Cardinal del Giudice. _ 

Such a Manifefto appears to me like bad 
Council in a bad Caufe, for whoever will but 
examine the uncivil Expreffions which the 
Author makes ufe of every now and then, muft 
be oblig’d to own, that he either knows, not 
PC has no Value for the Laws of Honour, 

vyhiph 
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which oblige every one to fpeak with Gravity 
and Modefty, who undertakes to tell the Pub- 
lick what they knew not before. But this is 
infinitely more expeded from an Inferior and a. 
Subjed, who is put to the hard Neceffity of 
pleading before the Publick, againft his Supe- 
rior and his Sovereign. If this be a Crime, 
what fhall we fay of an Author, who fo often 
repeats the Terms, Strange EffeEls of the Malice 
of falfe Reports ! irregular and ftrange Reflations I 
unjufl and violent Declarations ! the greatefl ingra- 
titude work'd up by the malignant Influences of 
‘treachery! Envy and Paffion without a Parallel? 
Expreffions which all relate to the Catholick 
King, or to his Minifters, at Madrid and Rome, 
whereby his Majefty is grofly affronted over 
again ; for thole loofe and ill-natured Expref- 
fions which are made ufe of againft his Mi- 
liifters, cannot fail to refled upon his Majefty. 
Neither has any regard been had to Decency, 
nor to Civility, nor, perhaps, to the Truth it- 
felf, in thofe magnify ’d Sacrifices , Services and 
Approbations, given to the Cardinal’s Condud, 
in whofe Favour there’s fuch a mighty Parade, 
with the Teftimonies of Lewis XIV, to which 
it is added, [And fence he has met with the greatefl 
Ingratitude that Treachery could produce ;] I fhall, 
in the Sequel, anfwer thofe Expreffions with 
the more Solidity, becaufe I propofe to fet all 
the Fads and Circumftances in their due 
Light : But before I do this, the Author muft 
give me leave to ask him, if his Eminency’s Ser- 
vices are to be compared with the Services of 
fo many Heroes, who, after having enlarged 
and defended the Spanijh Empire in Europe and 
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the Indies, have been conftrain’d to fubmit to 
the Viciffitudes of Fortune, and to lofe the 
Favour of their Sovereign, th® Government 
of Affairs, and the Command of Armies. 
Thefe, by the Refignation with which they 
have fubmitted, both in Word and Deed, have 
given publick Proofs that they were perfuaded 
nothing could exculc us in withholding our Ser- 
vice, much lefs our Obedience and Refped 
due to pur Benefaftor, and to our Sovereign. 
Such Conduft as this would, undoubtedly, 
have been very becoming a Cardinal, a Bilhop, 
a Grand Inquifitor, becaufe the Inftitution of 
thofe Dignities, and the Idea which Men com- 
monly have of ’em, is to fet Rules and Examples 
of Moderation and a good Behaviour to all 
other Subjeds. Let the Author of the Manifeflo 
tell me then of whom he borrow’d an Account 
fo aggravated, between the Catholick King 
and the Cardinal del Giudice, fuppofing all that 
he fays of Patrimonial and Ecclefiafiical Efiatis 
facrificed for the King, to vihont he had done great 
Services for fever al Tears, ' to be adually true. 
But let us draw up an Account on the other 
Side, over againft this Sacrifice, of the Vice- 
royalty of Sicily, the Archbifhoprick of Mm- 
reale, the Credit he had at Rome, while he was 
intrufted thefe with the Affairs of Spain, the 
Office of Grand Inquifitor, that of Firft Mi- r 
nifter of all the Spanijh Monarchy, the moft 
honourable Poft of Governor to the Prince of 
Afiurias, the Honours and Riches either gran- 
ted or procured for his Nephews and then 
let us examine whether his pretended Sacrifice 
will anfwer the Total of fo much Wealth, fo 

many 
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many noble Employments, enough to immor- 
talize his Name. 

Every one knows how the Cardinal behav’d 
in his journey from France, and hpw he ftill 
prefum’d to exercife the Fundions of Grand In- 
quifitor, publiftung a Decree dated from Marly 
itfelf, the Place which the moft Chriftian King' 
took moft delight in, wherein he attack'd the 
Writings of a famous French Author, the 
King s Advocate in Parliament. This was the 
immediate Caufe of his Difgrace, for Lewis 
XIV being incens’d at it demanded Satisfaction, 
and would have the Cardinal punifh’d, which 
oblig’d his Catholick Majefty to difplay all his 
Refentment againft him at once, by depriving 
him of the Poft of Grand Inquilitor, which he 
again reftor’d to him by an Ad of Favour not tp 
be parallel’d. But he could not recover either 
Lewis XIVth’s Good Will or the Efteem of thp 
French Nation ; fo that the Author of the Ma- 
nifefto - had better kept filence on the Article pf 
the French King’s Encomiums and Approbation, 
and fhould have confefs’d on the other hand, 
that King Philip knows how to imitate the Re- 
folution of his Illuftrious Grandfather, when he 
finds it neceflary tp preferve the Right of his 
Royal Dignity ; that as his Majefty knows how 
to reward the Merit of hi Subjeds, fo he 
knows bow to withdraw his Favour, when a 
Subjed prefumes upon the Score of his Services 
to fet up for an Independency. 

But fince I am accidentally fallen upon this 
Article, I cannot forbear obferving the Great 
Goodneis of. his Catholick Majefty. This Prince 
truly did not think it enough to re-eftablifli the 

Cap* 
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(Cardinal in the Poft of Grand Inquifitor, but he 
did it with fuch Marks of Goodnefs and Affec- 
tion, that the Holy Father applauded his Ma- 
jefty’s Decree, and moreover, he appointed 
Monfieur del Giudice, his Emitlency’s Nephew, 
to be Major Domo. Then let thofe real Fa- 
vours be compar'd with the Cardinal s Sacrifices 
and Services, which are fo much magnified in 
his Manifefto, the Chara&er of which we are 
now to examine, the fame being full of Artifice 
and Fallhoods, concealing, diflembling and in- 
juring the Truth of the Fads j and of this do. 
you yourfelf be the Judge. 

At the fame time that the Cardinal was re- 
ftor’d to the Office of Grand Inquifitor, he was 
invefted with another, no lefs honourable than 
envy’d, namely, that of Governor to the 
Prince of Aflurieu. Whofe Will and Pleafure 
was this ? Who obtain’d this new Favour for 
him ? Was it not the Queen of Spain, who was 
prevail’d upon by the urgent and repeated Sol- 
icitations of the Cardinal, then Abbot Alberonil 
and to forget or deny this, would be afting at 
the fame time both againft Truth and Reafon. 
*Tis true, that afterwards the Queen had good 
Reafons not to approve the Cardinal del Giudice’s 
Conduct ; and the chief was, the Cardinal’s 
oppofing the Sentiments of that good and piou$ 
Qpeen, in endeavouring to perfuade the King 
not to fend his Fleet to the Relief of Corfu, 
when befieg’d, but rather to Porto Longone, iq 
order to oblige the Pope, by Fear, Hope, or 
Neceffity, to Capitulate and give immediate Sa^ 
tisfa&ion on his Quarrels with the Court of 
Spain. This was the Opinion of the Arch? 
bifhop of Monreale, of a Grand Inquifitor of 

Spain, 
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Spain i in a Word, of the Cardinal del Giudict^ 
who boafts fo much of his Services to the Holy 
See. This Advice of the Cardinal, which the 
King himfelf did not approve, extremely pro-^ 
vok’d the Queen, whofe Piety promoted her in-r 
flantly to folicit thofe Succours, of which Corfu 
was in fo great need. This, added to fome other 
Motives, oblig’d the Catholick King to remove 
the Cardinal del Giudicefrom the Tuition of the 
Prince, by a Letter ; wherein his Majefty, 
amongft other things, faid, * That the Office of 

* Grand Inquifitor requir’d atl the Application 

* poffible of him who was inverted with it ; 

* and that it could not be granted to him at the 

* fame time that he was diverted by the Port of 

* Governor to the Prince.’ On this Occafion 
his Majefty gave Proofs of his Juftice, in lea- 
ving to the Cardinal the Office of Grand In- 
quifitor ; of Equity, in giving him the Praifes 
due to his Merit and Services ; and of Wifdom* 
in committing the Government of the Prince 
into the Hands of the Duke of Popoli. 

The faid Letter being carried to the Cardinal 
about Midnight, he anfwer’d it next Morning, 
in thefe Terms: * By a Letter this Night, your 

* Lordfbip has done, me the Honour to declare to 

* me the Mind of his Majefty, who, confidering 

* that the Office of Grand Inquifitor demands 

* all the Attention poffible of him who is mr 

* verted therewith ; and that one and the fame 

* Perfon cannot find Leifure for the Educa- 
tion of the Prince, has refolv’d to difcharge 

* me of the latter Employ, by committing the 

* Care of his Highneis’s Education to another 

* Perfon. Upon fight of this Refolution, I rauft 
intreat your Lotdfliip to reprefent to his Mar 
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c jetty, the grateful Senfe which I have of the 

* Truft he has been pleas’d to repofe in me, in 

* committing the Prince’s important Education 

* to my Charge ; and of the Goodnefs with- 

* which he has vouchfaf ’d to accept hitherto the 

* Effects of my natural Inefficiency, fuppomvd 

* only by the Efforts of my Zeal and Fidelity. 
‘ Ana, confiding in his Royal Goodnefs, L 

* humbly pray him to have regard to 48 Yea?*- 

* continual Labours in the Service of the Hoty 

* See, and of his Majetty, with the Exa&nefs aoji 

* Difinterettednefs known to the whole Worl 4 ? 

* and to permit me to intreat his Holinefs to dif* 

* charge me from the Office of Grand Inquifi- 

* tor, to the End, that referving myfelf wholly 

* for the Government of the Church, I may, 

* with the more Leifure, prepare for my ap- 

* proaching Voyage of Eternity. 


From Buen Retiro 
'July 12, 1716. 


the Cardinal del Giudice. 


Eternity is, of all Motives the moft preffing, 
which made his Majefty’s Secretary return the 
following Anfwer to the Cardinal. ‘ I have re-> 

* ceiv’d the Letter -which your Eminency fent} 

* me this Morning, in anfwer to mine of laft 

* Night. 

* Your Eminency begs leave of his Majetty, 

* to intreat his Holinefs to difcharge you from 

* the Office of Inquifitor General, that yout; 

* Eminency may retire to the Government of 

* your Church, to difpofe yourfelf the bettev 

* for your approaching Voyage of Eternity, 

* When I firft made a Report of it to his Ma- 

* jetty, he order’d me to tell your Eminency, 

* that being unable to oppofe the Defice which 

* yout 
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* yout Eminency manifefts, of retiring td the 

* Church , for an End fo important as that 

* which your Eminency declares in your Letter,’ 

* he permits your Eminency (as you defire) to 

* intreat his Holinefs to difeharge you from the 
‘Office of Inquifitor General. ‘Moreover, 

* Orders ihall be given to Cardinal- Acquaviva 

* not to oppofe the faid Renunciation, but' ra- 

* ther to fortify it, if neceflary, by the King’ s 

* Confent, to the end that your Eminency may 

* obtain Retirement to your Church, according 

* to your Requeft, to enable you the better to 

* prepate for Eternity. 

As foon as the Renunciation was admitted, 
the Cardinal left Spain, and ferioufly began his ' 
Voyage to • Eternity, in fuch a manner, that 
whoever has a Defign to undertake a Journey fo 
difficult, need only tread in his Eminency V 
Steps, and give himfelf up to Occupations a i 
agreeable to his, which are not unknown to 
you, who are curious to know every thing that 
palfes at Rome , and who inform yourfelf of the 
Genius’s of the brighteft and beftMen in that 
City. 

As fooh as he -arriv’d at Rome , he receiv’d a 
Vifit from Cardinal Acquaviva , to whom he’ - 
did not fail to return it, after which he receiv’d 
the fame Civilities from all the Spaniards, which 
confutes a palpable Lie of the Author of the 
Manifefto, who fays, that as fodu as he arriv’d at 
Rome, Cardinal Acquaviva fignifyd to all the Sub-' 
jeBs of the Crd-wn of Spain, by the King’s Order, 
that they ntujl look upon the Cardinal del Giudite 
OS fallen from his Majefly s Favour. Can a more’ '• 
odious FdUhood be advanc’d? fine* tbofe -two: 
:: - r v- Cardinals 
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Cardinals . did, at that time, give cni another 
all the Proofs of true Friendship and a good 
Underftanding, till the Confiftory* which was 
held foe the Promotion of Abbot Albermi , tho* 
from that time every. Body, knows the Intrigues 
of the Cardinal del Giudice, to hinder the King 
from obtaining his Defire, and the Abbot Albe- 
rm from attaining to the glorious. Dignity of a 
Cardinal , infomuch that he was outragious 
againft the latter^ by oppofing his Advancement 
in afull Confiftory. 

The Author artfully pafles over that Circum- 
ftance of the Confiftory with Silence, becaule he 
was very fenlible, that to fay nothing of fuch an 
Adionywould be a Diminution of thejufticeof his 
Catholick Majefty’s Refentment. But could he 
imagine,, that a thing which was tranfafted in a 
publick Confiftory, in the fight of Rpme and tire 
whole "Church, and which furpriz’d all Italy, 
could remain a Secret ? All Spain was exagge- 
rated at it, the King was offended, and the So- 
vereign Pontiff himlelf relented it. In a Word, 
Abbot: Albermi was recommended by the King, 
was extoll’d by his Holinefs, and had the fame 
Honour done him by the facred College; In 
fine, a Peace which he had reftor’d between 
the Pttefthood and the Empire, and the greateft 
Services were fpoken in his . Favour,* and 1 can 
a fibre you, that being then at Acme, 1 was a Wit- 
ncfs there was not a Soul that thought the Car- 
dinal del Giudice* s A&ionexcufable. Some faid that 
his.Eminency would have .done better to have 
abfented himfelf from the Confiftory, and fo not 
to have meddled with the Affair j others were of 
Opinion, that he ihould have wrote his Reafons .. 
to the Holy Father privately, and not hav* 
Q, been 
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been prefeht at the PrcwWotioh ; andchebewrre 
fome, who thought, that after he had r fccnnmur 
nicated his. Reafons tor his Holinefs m private, 
he might have been prefent in the Ca i&Sxmyi 
but that he fliould have donceal’d his Sentiments, 
pretended tS be on the King’s Side^aitid iaat 
have voted againft the Promotion :.Rokh tbc 
one and the ‘other brought Examples of other 
famous Promotions, and all agreed; in, hlammg 
the Cardinal del Giudiceh ConduA, as what djd 
not become a neutral Cardinal ;■ and, ^. conse- 
quence, much lefs one whil was a Sob^A; ifor 
the Dignity of the Purple does not exempt a 
Man from the Laws of Obedience J and dio 
he be a free Perfon in a Conflftoiy, he is never* 
thelefs a Subj'eA. 1 . . A j..‘ 

Altho’ his Maj*efty*was informed of • the Una- 
nimity, with which the Cardinal CoiiduA was 
blam’d, he was not* a Whitmore enrag’d, and 
did not follow the Exampteof Zdtettitho Great, 
who feverdy punifli’d a Cardinal that was tins 
Subjeft, only for having 'gfren the Popei.feeret 
Inftruftioqs oppofite to his Defigns ; but his Ca- 
tholick Majefty, confidering that the Pope, and 
the facred College, were equally offended, con- 
tented himfelf with ordering his Minifters,-and 
the Subjefts of his Crown, Who were at Rome, 
to have no Commerce, in any Manner oc .Place 
whatfoever, with the Cardinal del Gittdice ; and 
ftill let him have the Honour to keep- his Ma- 
jefty ’s Arms, and to enjoy the Revenues which 
belong’d to him in the Countries fubjeffc , to 
Spain. ■ - • • 

Is there any thing more Great add .Generous 
than this Moderation ; efpecially, confidermg 
that his Revenues- were preferv’d, and his 

Nephews 
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Nephews honour'd with Employments ? His 
Majefty difUnguifli’d that the Cardinal’s Oftencd 
was Perfonal ; .and that the univerfal Blamehe? 
lay under for it, was Puniffiment enough. . Iff 
fliort, every ^ody difapprov’d the Cardinal^ 
Proceedings, the more becatife he had infulted 
even the Confiftory ; and his Majefty being fatif- 
fied with the Prince de Cellamare’s Letter, which 
alone was fufficient to difcover all the Shame 
of his Uncle’s Condud, would not condur' hi 
the Chaftifement which the Publick inflided 
with Severity enough. : "" 

This was the State. of Things, when the^M^ 
nifter of France, according to Cijftom ? kept' the 
Feftival of St.' Lucia, which' is' celebrated -by 
Divine Service firft, and then a noble Rephft. 
Ever fiftce the the Crown of Spain came to the 1 
Houfe of Bourbon , the Minifters and Subjeds of 
Spain had been invited to this Solemnity; the 
Cardinal del Giudice had a Mind to be - prefent, 
but Cardinal Acquaviva oppos’d it for this time'; 
faying,, that neither he nor the Spaniards cou’d 
affift in the Solemnity, if the Cardinal del Giudice 
fhould be there, confidering the King’s Prohi- 
bition j fo that tho’ the Cardinal - del Giudice pre- 
tended he ought to be confider’d as a Spaniard y 
fence he had a/Jo the Arms of theft Monarchy over the 
Gate of his Palace ; yet the Cardinal Acquaviva 
was fo feniible of the contrary, that the Cardi- 
nal del Giudice kept away both frOm the Mafs 
and the Feaft. 

The King was quickly inform’d of this Dif- 
pute, which was the true Reafon that made his 
Majefty refolve to command the Cardinal del 
Giudice to take down the Arms of the Mo- 
narchy ; for he could not fuffer his Eminency, 

a after 
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after having been guilty of fuch an Offence, to 
enjoy the Protection and Honours, which are 
only granted by the Court, to fhew its Efteem 
for the Subjects. 

• Did he, however, obey this Order without 
Delay ? Did he, by his Obedience, open a 
Door for the King's Clemency and Goodnefs? 
Did he refleCt that the Royal Dimity common- 
ly requires, for preferving the RefpeCt due to it, 
that a flight Punilhment fliould go before Cle- 
mency and Pardon ? No; he did nothing of all 
this; but, on the contrary, gave himfelf the 
Airs, one while, of a Subject, in fefolving to 
keep up the Arms of the Monarchy ; another 
while of an indifferent Perfon, in contemning 
the King’s Orders; but fuch Shams as thefe 
were fo far from fuppreffing, that' they inflam'd 
the King’s Wrath the more. 1} appeal for this 
to the Letter he wrote to Cardinal Acfuaviva , 
wherein he demands his Afliftance for keeping 
up the Arms ; a Letter fluff'd with Pride, Arro- 
gance and vain Conceit, affronting the King in 
the Perfon of hisMinifter; and wounding, thro' 
the Minifter’s Sides, a Perfon of Honour, equal 
to him in Dignity, fuperior in Blood, and frill 
greater by his Miniftry. 

What was the Confequence ? He was forc'd 
to take down the Arms : He had the Shame of 
Punilhment without the Merit of Obedience, 
which he could never expeCfc from his new way 
of Dependance ; and a Sort of Subjection and 
Obedience, which no body ever practis'd. And 
with the Shame of taking down the Arms of 
the Monarchy he underwent the Lofs of the Re- 
venues of the Archbifhoprick of Monreale . 

This 
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This is a fincere Recital of the Fad, which 
fhe Author of the Manifefto has taken care part- 
ly to pafs over in ^Silence, artd partly to difguife. 
| may alfo fay, that I pafs over jn Silence many 
Circumftances fit to render the Cardinal del Giu- 
dice’s Conduct ftill blameable, in whofe Favour 
all the Reafons all edg’d by the Author of the 
Manifefto are infufficient. 

The firft is in thefe Terms. ■ * His Eminency 

* was fcarce inform’d of fuch furprizing News^ 

* but he gave Advice to his Majefty of what had 

* pafs’d, and that the Letter might come fafe 

* to his Majefty's Hands, he fent it by the Duke 

* of Orleans ; and tho’ he knew that Prince did 
c not fail to do him this good Office, and re- 

* ceiv'd no Anfwer from the King, he fent a fe- 

* cond Letter to his Majefty by the fame Hand 

* of the Duke of Orleans , earneftly befeeching. 

* his Majefty to grant him the Confolation, that 
‘he might be inform’d of the Cauies of thole 

* violent Refolutions taken againft him ; adding 

* at the fame time, that to retain his Majefty’s 

* Arps on the Front of his Palace was not the 

* Mark of any Office, or publick Employ, but 

* only a publick Declaration that he valued hira- 

* felf upon his being a Subject of his Majefty j 

* and he concluded this Letter with an Infinua- 

* tion, that if the Refolution to make him take 

* down the Arms was perfifted in, he fhopld look 

* upon it to be fuch a Violation of all the Ties 

* qf Subjection, as would fet him at full and en- 

* tire Liberty. 

• q } • .Who 
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Who would have thought, that the Cardinal 
<quld he fp rafii as to write fuch a Letter* 
and that the Author of a Manifefto could com- 
mit the grofs Fault to quote it? For without 
{pfcaking of the J>elay and indired way of com’- 
tnunicating this Letter, who does not fee^ that 
the Letter alone renders the Cardinal Guilty, 
tho’ he had not been fo before ? A Subjed to 
>vrite, that he will be exempt from all Subjection ! 
A Subjed to fay, that he will enjoy full ana perjeCi 
Liberty ! ’Tis unneceflary to add Reflections to 
fuch Expreffions as the Author of the Manifefto 
does not fail to interpret, by adding, after this 
loft Infinuatim he, cani d tht Arms of Spain to be tar 
ken down i but declar’d agreeably to the faid Protejbar 
tion, that he judg’d btmfelf at full Liberty* to take 
fuch Meafures as he thought fit. . . > 

Therefore t her Sentence of the Peprivation of 
the. Rents, which Caine not ’dll after the Arms 
yvere. taken down, yv-aspafs’d by the Cardinal 
del Giudice hftnfelf l fpr the Jpofleflionof Revenues 
in Sicily, and of the Grants and Favours of the 
King,- was incompatible with ;£> .-much Obfti- 
nacy, . Contempr a . t fm4; wayering. Loyalty, the 
CohfeqUCnce of, which was a fpeedy Determi- 
nation j bautin.whftfejEavour ? Jn Favour of the 
Enemy of his GathoUckMajefty, ,to. whofe Max- 
ims and fecret Peflgns, to wftofe ; moft intimate 
Councils, and mqft important A#aijrs the Cardi- 
nal was Uo.&ra«g<rj‘j! , , ; , . • 

Therefore the Author of the Manifefto la- 
bours in vain to excufe fuch Condud, by faying, 
that the Cardinal was again upon the Foot of a 
Neapolitan Cardinal ; .ita^ay happen indeed, that 
v . when 
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when a State fubmits to the Fortune of War, it 
maybneithec be criminal' nor bafe in a Subjed to 
embraci. the. Conqueror’s Party, jho’ his Con- 
ducl,.ifit be exciifable,. is never the more com- 
mendahdb ; >. but it can. never be allowable for 
a-Snbjc&tTto break off his Attachments to his 
former, Mailer, and pals over to the Enemy’s 
Side, -.for the Sake only of following of his 
^bumcy’sj Fortune . efpecially when the faid 
Stib£&i hksnobcaih’d the Kich.es, Employs, and 
iHonpursof its, and, had been admitted into its 
‘greatell Trulls. ; , , 

1 • ! ' The Author, j being ; atfvare : how difficult it 
-would be to escufe this Aftion faysj ‘.'That the 
■* Cacdinalj to c6ndn<i_'.hynfelf with the r mcure 
^ Safety;; -laid the rStaifc, bf Ms Cafe before the 
-hfibvtrdgn Pbnciffi .bcfcephing his! Advice, Dj- 
■'* rafooh and Prote2iod,and iubmitting his own 
*,WilllatTtheF'eet!of r hcis Hhlinefs. . ’ 
y‘:The Popewaspleas’d t» fee . the, Cardinal’s 
^Kdignation, and decided, that his, Etnineney, 

* being at prefent free: from all Engagements 
‘ contra&ed with Spain,, heengfo a A&c/o- 

A>aa;Cardinal to fubmit'to the imperial Go- 
; * rdrhnient, in thefmie Terms andCircumflan- 
-rt era -aa -the other Cardinals of the- Ifoje^lfong- 
‘ dofa, ind~ his Holincfs undertook to a/djuft the 

* manner of doing it with the Emperor’s Em- 

■f bafiadoh 1 • . j..*.- • /■ •; . % .- r "•* 

,J ‘ ; * h ■ ‘ ;• • .•-a . -/ y-. j- : 

? 'I'.' :: : - Jrr-if ;> 'd 
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This Narrative is falfe. ’Tis true>- indeed* 
that the Cardinal del Giudict peg’d the Holy Fa4 
ther to abfofoe him of his Oaths ofFidelilyv 
Which he Had lb often taken to his Cathoiick 
M^jefty, and that the Pope was fo indulgent as 
to grant him the faid Absolution : I own more- 
over, that the Partifans of the Houfe of Aufiria 
gave out both in their Writings and Difcourfes, 
that the Pope’s Mediatioti had mollify ’d the 
Refolution with which they had always rejected 
the Cardinal del Giudice ; but this is only told to 
raile new Troubles between the Pope and his 
Cathoiick Majefty, efpecially now that the lat- 
ter is endeavouring to fet all Italy free, fiat ’tis 
falfe to fay, that his Holinefs had a Hand in the 
Cardinal^ changing Sides, which was a Pro- 
ceeding that could not- be Glorious either in la 
.Cardinal, or a Mediator ; the rather, becaufe 
the Intefeft of the Church requires:, that' the 
Pope fhoUld connive at, -rather than engage the 
Cardinals to follow this, or the other Party. 
And as a Prince,- would he countenance Re- 
venge, protect Infidelity, affift one of the two 
Parties, and provoke thc-Caihalick King ? There- 
fore every body ftxay eafily fee the Falfhood of 
this Paffage, as it is reported in the Mani- 
fefto* - : • • - - v : : - v- 

The Force of Argum?nts ? the Rules of Ho- 
nour are all againft him ; fo that he gets little 
py enumerating the good Offices, Applaufe, and 
Mediation of the Pope, the Sanftuary of the 
Aujlriansy nor by his boafted Credit with the 
- iAtke of Orleans , bpc^ilfe of his good Offices ; 
for all thefe Arguments, which the A u( Hor of 

K i •♦*’•**• • • • ; 1 • * tliA 
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the Manifefto makes ufe of, fall to the Ground 
before Honour, Decorum, and good Senfe ; 
which can never juftify a Man’s engaging in the 
Defence pf fuch extravagant Condud as is of- 
fenfive to one of the Parties, while ’tis fufpeded 
to be dangerous by the other. 

Genoa, Jan. 10. mg. 
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1 J 4 The Treferit State gf • 


considerations 

ON THE 

\ . r 

PRESENT STATE 

♦ 

OF THE 

Spanijh Monarchy. 

( • 

T cannot be deny’d, that the Spani(b 
Monarchy makes quifc another Fi- 
gure at this Day, than it has done 
for forae Years pail unde^the Go- 
vernment of its laft Kfp^s. We 
lhall not go fo far back as the Reigns of Charles 
V* and PhHip II. when this Monarchy was fo 
profperous and powerful as to be formidable to 
the whole World, and when Rivers of Blood 
were filed either out of Ambition to raife it ftill 
higher, or elfe out of Envy to difmember it 
and bring it down to a Level with a petty State. 
The Kings Philip III. and IV. had the Regret 
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itid Mortification to fee its Dominions difnkm-* 
ber’d and alienated : But - not withftanding this 
great Decay of the Monarchy, and when whole 
Provinces were tom ' off from the main Body} 
the Pfrenean Treaty may be faid to have efta^ 
blilh’d King Philip IV. oft fuch a fure Footings 
that what remain’d to him of this vaft Moftakt fey 
might have continued in his Pofleffion, if he bad 
had the Wit, or taken due Care, to have kept it. 

But unhappily for himfelf and the Monarchy 
Philip had his Heart let upon Trifles, and mind- 
ed nothing but his Miftrefles, leavihg the Care 
of every thing to Favourites, whOhadno other 
Abilities, but a Prefumption on their own Ca- 
pacities ; nor no Fortitude, but fijch a ftupid, in- 
dolent Patience under all the Lofles which the 
Monarchy fuftain’d, as made ’em count them 
Nothing. Es nuda ? What does that fignify ? 
faid they to the King, when they were forc’d 
to let him know the Lois of the moft conftdera- 
ble Places ; What’s that to the Worlds in youfr 
Majefty’s Pofleffion ? ’Twas another Misfortune 
to the Spanijh Monarchy to have a. young King 
at their Head, the moft impatient of all PrinCes 
to aggttmdlze himfelf, and form’d to that Am- 
bition by the Cardinal Mazarine, his Chief Mi- 
nifter and Governor ; who, to continue himfelf 
in the high Statibiy and Favour wherein Fortuhd 
had plac’d him, artfully tirrn ? d : his Pupil’s Mind 
to Arms, that he might have him all to himfelf, 
and take him off from the Careffes of the Fait 
Sex, and from his Fondnefs for AmufemehtS 
The Pleafures of a Life of Leifurc fhut hisEyei 
againft the Glory of Conquefts,. which is thi 
Prize of Heroes Toils and Ambition ; aid Car- 
’ dinal 

J- 
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djaal Maiarhu did not cqtfc to feprcfent this tq 
hisYoung King ; and by procuring him a FlWfc 
of happy Succcfles in War, he made him mqre 
and more in Love with Arms, tho’ the OppreCV 
fion of the People was the unavoidable Conic- 
quence ; War being a Whirlpool which hicks in 
all the Trcafure of a Nation. 


. It being impoffible for Princes to aggrandize 
themfclves without pofleffing the Dominions of 
another, there being no Territory in the World 
at this Day, which does not belong to fome Sot 
vereign, or other ; and it being the chief Rulq 
of Politicks to make War near Home, as well 
becaufe of the Conveniency of Conqucfts that 
ate contiguous to the Domains already in Pof 
feflion, as becauie of the Eafe and Advantage of 
fuch a War, Kiag Zew# XIV, kept wifely to this 
Rule in. his Attempt to fubdue the Low-Coun- 
tries, both as they were neareft to France, and 
moft eafy to conquer. Neither was this a new 
Defign ; for Lewis XIII. his Father, or rathet 
that King’s MiniAer, the Cardinal de Ricblieu, 
had a&edon the lame Plan ; but it feem’d.that 
the Pyrauan Treaty had ty'd up the King’sHands, 
Bcfides, thofe line Provinces had been foswafted 
by former Wars, that King Lewis XIV. had alf. 
the Reafon in the World to be contented with 


the Pai]t that remain’d to him. .Neverthelei$ 
Philip IV. was Icarce dead, which was five Years , 
after that Treaty, but he took a Pretence, front 
a third Part of thofe Provinces which devolv q 
to his Queen by the Municipal Laws, to renew; 
the War. Ana to fhew that he did not wane 
Reaions for this Rupture, the Archbilhop of 
who t ho4 ^ CD kis Eqibafladqr at Atan 

■ u 
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drid, was one, among other French Writers, whd 
publifli’d a Treatife, intitul'd, Severny four Red- 
jons, proving the Nullity of the Renunciation the Kbit 
had made ; but did not touch upon the grand 
Reafon of all, which was the Advantage aha 
Conveniency offeizing what he laid Claim to.' 4 
The Queen Regent of Spain being ill-advis*dj 
and her Son King Charles II. being ill ferv'd by 
the Generals and the Troops, fuffer’d fuch Lofles ' 
in the Low-Countries, from a Young King, who 
came to attack them in Perfon, at the Head of 
all the Flower of the Nobility of France, that 
the Englijb, the Swedes, arid the Dutch, out- of 
meer Companion to them, form'd a Triple Al- 
liance, which for a while fufpended and inter- 
rupted the Conquefts of King Lewis, who extol'd 
to Pope Clement IX. the Peace made in i5<58 at 
Aix la Chapelle, which he pretended was hi* 
Gift ,* but four Years after, falling into Holland 
with the Title of Avenger of the Roman Reli- 
gion, which thofe People had abandon'd an Age 
ago; and the Spaniards, to make good their par*- 
ticular Alliances with the States General, mif- 
tually to affift one another, having fent fome 
Troops*to the Dutch , the King, who few the 
latter Recover’d out of their Conftertiation into 
which his Conquefts had call them, (giving up 
all at his Arrival in their Provinces) left: thenL 
to carry on the War in Spamjh Flanders, which 
lafted till the Year 1678, when the Treaty of 
Ntmeguen put a Stop to its Courfc. This Peace' 
had lafted but few Years, when the War, tho' 
without any previous Declaration, was renew'd, - 
by the taking Pofleffion of feverat Places, which 
France feiz’d by Virtue of foveral Decrees and 

Sen- 
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Sentences that ifiped from Tribunals, which 
King Lewis had erected at Home, where hf$ 
pwh Subjects adjudg’d certain Places and Do^- 
mains to him, which they faid belong’d to hint 
by, aptient and modern Titles. This way of 
palling Sentence upon Property and Rights, 
claim’d by the Crown of France , had already 
been- P 01 i n Practice, after the Treaties of Ain 
la QhaptUe and . Nimeguen , when juft as thofe fa- 
vourable Judges gave their Opinion, fuch and 
fuch Towns or Piftrids, in which what they 
pleas’d was comprehended, were pronounc’d to 
-be Dependencies of the Places yielded by thofe 
Treaties, in purfuance of which,, France put 
herielf in pofleffion Of ’em, protefting, at the 
fame time, that fhe did not mean a War, but 
only a punctual Execution of the Treaties. 

By this Means the Spanijh Monarchy fell to 
Decay, till being worn away by thefe Artifices 
and Loffes, it funk all at once, if pot into the 
the Hands' of France , at leaft, into thole of 
a French Prince, which did not . diminilfr the 
Fear of feeing the two Crowns united on one 
and, the fame ‘Head. The Dominions which 
border mediately, or immediately upon France, 
being concern’d in this Fall, which entirely de- 
ftroya the Ballance ’ between the two Powers, 
under whofe Shadow all the other Dominions 
enjoy’d fame fort of Repofe ; the laft War was 
begun and carried pn to reftore that Equilibri- 
um ; it ended, indeed, without, producing that 
•Efleft, which all the Confederates feem’d to dq- 
- fire with fo much Earheftnefs j but,, in Exchange 
it produc’d a Celfation of Arms betwixt the 
two grand and principal Competitors, which 

was 
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was to laft till the main Quarrel about the Suc-i 
eeffion to Spain could be amicably compos’d. 

, Th,e Maritime Powers undertook the Guaran- 
ty of this Armidice, and made it their partj,- 
cular Care to maintain the Neutrality of thq 
Dominions in ltaly i wfyere as a War might be 
carried on with mod Ealje; fo it was mafp 
probable it would break; but again. As England 
was the Caufe that the lad War was finiftuf 
without obtaining the End For which it was be- 
gun, the mod ferene Eledtor, George o£ Hanover ; ? 
by whofe Sueeffi>qo to that powerful Kingdom 
Adairs were entirely chang’d there, took extra- 
ordinary Pains; to procure by . Negotiation's 
what could not be done by Arms, for this End 
ho propos’d to the Regent of France, and to, the 
States General of the United Provinces, to enr 
ter into a reciprocal Alliance, with, a View to 
offer their Mediation to the Parties concern’d, 
viz., the Emperor Charles VI, and King Philip 
V. In the fird Place, he labour’d with the Em- 
peror to difpofe him to give up his Pretendons 
to Spain ; and offer’d him the neceflary Affidance 
to defend what part of the Spanijh Monarchy he 
wa.s poflefs’d of, in cafe that his Catholick Ma- 
jefty fliould not acquiefce in the Peace that was 
to be propos’d to him on that Condition. King 
Philip, or rather his Minider, refilling to enter 
into any Means of f n Accommodation ; and 
having, in 1717, taken Sardinia by Force ; and 
attacking next Year Sicily, at a Time when the 
* - Spaniards gave out, and the World believ’d, they 
would attack the Kingdom of Naples, the King 
bf Great Britain lent a Squadron into the Medi- 
terranean, which made a Beginning, by the De- 
feat 
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feat of the Spdmjb Fleet, in the Sea of ScHj; off 
of Syracufa. But this not difcouraging the Spa- 
niards, who treated the Englijb every where 
with Hoftility j the War was openly declar’d* 
not only by Great Britain , but by France , in pur- 
fuance of an Alliance call’d Quadruple , into 
which the Dutch and the King of Sicily are fince 
enter’d, in Favour of the Emperor, who is the 
Head of the Confederacy. Such are the Cir- 
cumftances of Spain at this Juncture, that if we 
may be allow’d to conjecture, we cannot pro- 
phefy what the prefentSyftem or State of Affairs 
will produce. 

There is no forming any juft Condufion; 
without confidering the Perfonal Qualities of 
thofe who are at the Head of Affairs, the 
Caufes to which the prefent State thereof is 
owing, and the Affiftances or Hindrances 
which naturally forward or obftruft their Pro* 
grefs ; for ’tis certain, that the Abilities or In- 
capacities of thofe who are at the Helm of 
Affairs make them better or worfe ; and that 
the fame Dilpofitions are attended with good or 
bad Succels, in proportion to the Conduct by 
which they are directed. But it is not eafy to 
point out the Characters of Kings and their 
Minifters, their Lives being commonly a Secret 
to the reft of Mankind. To this it is anfwer’d, 
that the thing propos’d, is not to ferutinize in- 
to their Manners, or good or bad Qualifica- 
tions, but only to judge and reafon upon their 
Conduct or Adminiftration ; which, being ex- 
pos’d to the View of the whole World,- ’tis fo 
far from encroaching upon the Right of another, 
to make Reflections upon what happens in Pub- 

lick, 
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lick, tbit ’tis the Prerogative of every Man li- 
ting; Indeed, Prognofticks are, in fome Cafes* 
prohibited, becaufe they commonly advance 
Things that are uncertain, and fometimes dan- 
gerous to the Prognofticator, when he exceeds 
the Bounds of a refpe&ful and impartial Speeu-t 
lation. 

What has happen’d hitherto in Spain, finee 
King Philip's Acceffion to the Throne, has dif* 
cover’d two Qualities in that Prince, which feem 
incompatible. We have feen him both in Italy 
and Spain at the Head of Armies, which is a 
Mark of his Courage and Bravery. For if he 
had car’d to behold Danger only at a Diftance, 
he had Reafdns Sufficient to keep out of Harms 
way * and the flrft and mod preffing of alt was* 
tire not expOfing a Life on which depended tHfc 
Safety of Spain, and whofe Eftablilhment upoft 
the Throne was the foie Aim of the many 
publick and private Ways made ufe of, and the 
great Expences incur ’d. ’Tis fare to fee k 
Prinoe animated with fuch a lively martiafi 
Spirit abandon the Government of his Domi- 
nions to another, without taking Cognisance, 
at leaft, of Affairs which are of the laft Impor- 
tance, or make Alterations only to pleafe his 
Counfellors, without examining whether the 
Novelty will be advantagious and ufeful, efpo- 
cially if thofe Counfellors are not thought very 
fit or able to give Adviee. The Publiek knows 
how much the Government has been vary’d for 
a long Time* not only With refpcS to the Fi- 
nances, which, together with the Minifters, were 
chang’d, at leaft, every Year, but with- refpeft 
to the Generals, Grandees, and Perfohs em- 
R x ploy’d 
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ploy’d in the Direction of Affairs, as well Na- 1 , 
tives as Foreigners, whom we have feen tofs’d 
from Boft to Pillar, only by the Intereft of one 
Woman, who did what Ihe pleas’d ; fach an Inr 
doience, I lay, in the Perlbn. .of a Sovereign, 
foppos’d and known to be couragious and a&ive 
in War, feems to have no manner of Affinity 
with thefe latter Difpofitions, and would rather 
perfuade one that his natural Temper is fo fbft 
and ftupid, that he would fcarce feel himfelf 
affected by the total Ruin of his Monarchy. 

“• Not but that there have been Kings of this 
Make, who have feen their Dominions flouriffi, 
and their Crowns ador’d s but then t^iey have 
ow’d thefe- Advantages to the Skill of their Mi- 
nifters, who, being endow’d with extraordinary 
Talents, knew how to procure RefpeCt to their 
Princes, and to fupport the Weight of Affairs, 
how important and difficult foever. There are 
certain Rocks. which Kings muft avoid in their 
fplendid Voyage. They fhcjuld be cautious, in 
particular, of being reckon’d unfit and unr 
capable to govern by tbemfelves. For this 
draws upon them the Contempt of Foreigners, 
and, commonly, the Hatred of their own Sub- 
jects, when they fee that every Thing depends 
upon the Pleafure of a Angle Minifter, who 
often has a greaterView to his own particular Sa- 
tisfaction, and the Advancement of his Creatures, 
than to the Reward of Merit, and the belt Ser- 
vices done to the State. And among other Pre- 
judices which a Prince fuffers, who leaves his Do- 
-jninions to be govern’d by another, tho’, per- 
haps, with Succefs, we may reckon the Shame 
of being a Slave to fuch Minifter, as was Lewis 
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XIII, who could have neither Servant, nor Con- 
fident, pr Favourite, without Cardinal Richlieu’s 
Leave, who could not fay a Word, or make the 
lead Motion, which was not reported to the 
Cardinal by his Spies, nor confer any Favour, 
but at the Recommendation of that Mini Her, 
who was fo fevere as to expel the King’s Mo- 
ther and Brother out of the Kingdom, becaufe 
, they cpuld not bear to fee the Royal Ma jelly fo 
’ debas’d and difhonour’d, by the Arrogance of a 
Man, who, at molt,, was but hi$ Prince’s Sub- 
ject and Creature, notwithftanding his happy 
• Adminiilration of Affairs. 

\ Onp cannot have or give a better Idea of the 
■' deceas’d Queen Mary Louifa , than to confider 
^ her as one who had the fame Affedion, even to 
Indulgence, for. the Princefs of Urfines , as King 
0 Philip had; and who had, in fome fort, fup- 
^ prefs’d the Curiofity natural to her Sex, from 
^ .prying into what the Court and City thought of 
^ .that defpotick Sway with which that Lady go- 
J#5 ’ vern’d and dilpos’d of every Thing in their Ma- 
^ jellies Name. Jefus Chrift, whofe Adiotts are 
t> 1 all Leffons, had, . undoubtedly/ the Inllri.dion 
of Kings principally in view, when he exprefTes 
tf 5 ' his Curiofity to know what Men thought apd 
W faid of him (Matt, c. 16.) For Kings ought not to 
depend fo intirely upon the Sufficiency and good 
ic^ Intentions of thofe who ufe their Authority, as . 

not to enquire, and alfo lend an Ear, fometimes 
b^; to what the People and Subjeds fay of ’em, in 
order to fet Things right when they go amifs. i 
.jlrf'/Tis, indeed, perfedly natural for a Queen, 

•tioV efpecially in a flrange Country, and in a Court 
where the Language and Manners are quite 
n$\ R 2 different 
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different from her own, to flick clofe to foinc 
Female G>nfident, and to give herfelf up entire- 
ly to her ; and ’cis is natural for her Confident, 
if (he has but a Grain of Ambition and Afftt- 
rance, to give her Ambition full fwing in the 
Enjoyment of her Trull, and by her Carefles 
(the Bower in which Princes often fall afleep) 
to hinder the Queen from feeing what pafles 
without, or from hearing it by another Hand 
within. 

King Philip and his Queen were thus do&ly 
befet by the Dutchefs thirteen Years without 
Interruption ; for tho’ the King of Fkt&ce, 
.Grandfather to King Philip, being provok'd be- 
caufe this Lady he&or’d every one ‘at Madrid 
that did not floop to her Will, did once obtain 
or command, that fhe fhould leave Spain, aqd re- 
turn to France, yet fhe preferv’d her Credit,, and 
foon came back again to refume her Aioen&ot 
over their ^Catholick Majeflies ,* the Queen ha- 
ving taken the Abfence of her flattering. Con- 
fident to much to Heart, that fhe oblig'd bet 
Husband to reprefent her Uneafinefs to the. -King 
his Grandfather, who could not hold out againft 
thofe Inflances, and therefore fent back die 
Dutchefs to Madrid. But it feems that her tail 
Difgrace has depriv’d her of all Hopes of re- 
turning again, and as long as the new Queen 
has any Interefl, *tis very probable that the 
Princefs of Urjtnes will keep far enough from 
Spain. However, ’tis hot long ago that <hc 
made fome Efforts which feem’d to raife her 
Credit, for fhe obtain’d 'of King Philip die 
Continuation of her Penfions, which was a great 
Step towards her Return to Favour; but fhe 

will 
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will always have caufe to remember the new 
Minifter, who is not fuch a Fool to fuffer her 
to return, lince that would be expofing his Fa- 
vour to the Rivalihip of a Woman, who could 
never endure an Equal, and much lefs be ealy 
to fee another put over her Head. The Good- 
nefs of King Philip, if we may be allow’d to 
call k by that Name, in giving her a Principa- 
lity of 30000 Crowns Revenue, and this actu- 
ally in the Netherlands , and in infilling in her 
Favour at the Treaties which have been made, 
even in that of Baden , which gave Occafion to 
the Jell that Prince Eugene put upon the Marlbal 
de T/iUars , who brought the Demand, is a fla- 
grant Proof of the Complaifance which the 
King ftill retains for that Lady; and lo much 
the more, becaufe, that being out of Favour, 
and having more Eftate and Honours already 
than (he car’d for, the configning of this Principa- 
lity to her was the Subject of ftill greater Raillery. 

Some of the good Qualities of the new Queen 
Elizabeth have already been touch’d upon in 
{peaking of her, viz. her Lively Temper, Gen- 
tle yet Relolute ; and of this feemingly no great- 
er Proof , can be given, than the Care Ihe took 
before fiie went to Spain to fend away the 
Dutche&. of Braicc'ano, who might, and ’twas 
natural to expect, would certainly by her Arti- 
fice have continu’d to embroil Affairs, and en- 
danger’d the Domeftick Agreement betwixt her 
and her Confort, whenever Ihe could not find her 
own Conveniency in it. Forafmuch as Queens 
ufually have a finall Share in Affairs during the 
Lives of their Husbands, at leaft in Appearance, 
it muft be ftill lefs, in a Cafe where the Credit 
R' 3' and 
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and Name of a Mini ft cr fhall do every thing, 
and draw upon himfelf either 'alJ the Praife or 
all the Cenfure for whatever happens. What is 
lingular ih.this Cafe, is, that the Minifter owing 
all his Fortune to her, will have, as may be 
fuppos’d, all the Veneration poflible for her 
Majefty, will advife with her at leaft how to 
make thebeft ufe of her Favour, and will give 
her all the Satisfaction that lhe can defire, : either 
for herfelf or for thofe that lhe hasa’Mind to. 
recommend. The meaneft Fprelight is enough 
to conyir.ce the Cardinal, that the Interelt of 
the Queen may one Day turn him out of Fa- 
vour, and ruin him in the Affections of a King 
fo good and complaifarlt as King Philip. But 
the Minifter muft expeCt for his own Part, that 
the Queen may be under /uch a Neceflity of 
fupporting him, to 'Clredit: .that 'Advancement 
which fhe has procur’d for Him, that {he will re- 
fer the moft important Aftairs to him, and not 
give the Preference to her own particular Senti- 
ments, that- fhe may. hot be oblig’d to anfwq: 
for the Confequences. ■ .‘ ' . , 

What can we think *or fay of this Minifter, 
fo favour’d by Fortune, 1 that- fhe has'rais’d him 
at once from the meaneft'Condition, not only 
to the Pinnacle of ail. the Humane Grandeur 
and Dignities to which Tcclefiafticlts, whofe 
Order he had affum'd, cou’d afpird; But even 
to thofe which the moft consummate Abilities, 
and the moft fhining' Merit cortld obtain ? It 
would be Ill-natur’d toobljge Cardinal Alberctti 
in his happy Career to look back for his Genea- 
logy, in that which' was formerly drawn in 
F< and for one of the chief Minifters of the'latc 

King, 
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JCing, who, in Allufion to his own Name, took 
a Serpent or Snake for his Arms. A cer- 
tain Panegyrift, who was carting the Minifter’s 
Nativity, and fought for it among the Kings 
of a very ancient Kingdom, then a Friend and 
AUy to France, read it in thefe two Words 
which were written in his Pocket-Book, Ex So- 
le et Luto ; which fhew’d, that as the Heat of 
the Sun draws Serpents' out of the Mud, fo his 
Mtecenas ow’d his very Being and Advancement 
to a King, who took the Sun for his Device. 
We would not make an odious Reflection upon 
the Cardinal’s Birth or Anceftors. Honour and 
Perlonal Merit is a Luftre, which gilds and 
makes noble Meannefs of any fort ; and when 
once a May? makes his Way into the World at 
that Door, he becomes worthy of all poffible 
Efteem and RefpeCt ; and ’tis fuch a vain Expe- 
riment as muft turn to the Confufion of him who 
makes it, to throw a Contempt upon Virtue, 
which takes care of the Conduct and Advances 
pf the Perfon whom it guides. 

M. Alberoni is therefore now Cardinal and 
Prime Mipifter, the one by the Recommendation, 
and the other by the Choice of King Philip V. 
Quod felix, fpuftum, fortunatumque fit. O that 
it may be for the Glory of his Promoter, the 
Advantage of the State which is given him to 
govern, and for the Repofe of Europe, the Suc- 
cefs of which Withes fo many are in Pain for, 
while every one difcourfes and reafons diffe- 
rently upon it, according to his Underftanding. 
Let us now lee the Sentiments of the Author 
of this Difcourfe, and in the flrft Place Jay down 

.R * the 
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the Fads that are to be the Bafis of our future 
Reafonings. 

The Cardinal found the Kingdom of Spain at 
Peace, and likely to enjoy it for a long 'Time, 
if he had advis’d King Philip to agree with the 
Emperor on his Pretenfions, and to leave him 
in quiet Enjoyment of the Crown upon his 
Head. But on the contrary, he perfwaded the 
King to make War, and has begun it. ’Tis 
very well known, that Great Defigns lead to 
Great' Glory, and that a Minifter, who would 
render himfelf agreeable to Kings, need only 
make them believe the Juftice of their Preten- 
fions, and the Probability of obtaining them. 
But if the Judgment of the Publick muft be fuf- 
pended, becaufe the Tribunal, the Oracle ac- 
cording to which People judge of the beft Caufe, 
be not thprowly acquainted with the common 
Proofs of the Right of Princes, their Cpunfel- 
k>rs ought maturely to confider the Ways and 
Means which they think to employ, and whe^ 
ther they lhall come off with Hopour and without 
Lofs. 

/The Sources of thefe Ways- and Means are 
very well known, viz. Negotiation and Force. 
The latter requires Contributions of Money at 
Home, and Alliances with Foreigners abroad, 
which are alfo both pretty weil known- This 
being a true Judgment of the prelent State of , 
Affairs in Spain ; it leems very ftrange and won- 
derful, that Cardinal Alhermi fhould take a Refo* 
lution to engage King Philip in a War, which 
requires infinite Treafures and powerful Alli- 
ances. There’s Gold and Silver without doubt 
in vhe Kingdoms of Spain, but their Wealth 
• • v - lies 
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lies all in the Hands of the Great Men, both 
Ecclefiafticks and Seculars ; for the Common 
People are not only poOr, but very poor. 

In the mean Time, the Taxes mull be le- 
vy 5 d upon the latter, and not upon the Great 
Men, who don’t ufe to contribute to the Kings 
in Spain, unlefs they are polfels’d of fome Polls 
or Offices that are fubjeft to be tax’d. ’Tis 
laid, that notwithftanding all this Speculation 
and all the idle Talk about the Riches of 
Poverty of the Spaniards, the Cardinal has found 
Means to employ an infinite Number of Work- 
men, partly Natives, and partly Strangers come 
over from Foreign Countries, in building a very 
great Number of Ships, and preparing all the 
Equipage of War. There muft be Money to 
begin and carry on all this, and hitherto we 
have not heard that the Work has abated for 
want of it. But will it hold out as long as 
Occalion fhall require, and is it not the End 
only which crowns the Work ? All new Things 
pleafe for a Time, efpecially when they are 
propos’d with a fpecious Appearance of noble 
and very promising Deligns. The Grandees; 
that they may not be thought Enemies to the 
Honour of the King, or rather of his Mmif- 
ter, have freely and generoufly advanc’d great 
Sums, which they have fent either in Specie to 
the Royal Treafury, or employ’d in raifing 
Regiments at their own Expence, and then 
Arming and Cloathing them for the King’s 
Service. At the feme Time, thofe employ’d 
in the Finances have been feverely pinch’d; 
and that -by Force, and oblig’d to disburfe 
the Sums rated them by the Minifler. But 

how 
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how often may recourfe be had to both thefc 
Methods, which are ftill as neceflary one Year 
as another, fo long as the War (hall laft ? 

Neither is the raifing of National Troops , 
fubjed to the leaft Difficulties. The Kingdoms 
of Spain are not Populous, for Reafons which 
every one knows, viz. the burdenfome Numbers 
of their Priells, Monks and Nuns ; the natural 
Sterility of the Spanijh Women, who, tho’ they 
may have Children by good Luck, leave off 
Childbearing much fooner than the Women of 
other Nations ; the Draught of whole Families 
made out of Spain by expelling the Moors twice, 
belxdes thofe who are continually fent out of the 
Country, or who go every Year to the Indies or 
pther Parts for their own Intereft, Jn the mean 
time, the Continuation of the War requires con-? 
tinual Recruits, and there is the greater Ap- 
pearance that thefe mull ffiortly fail, becaufe 
there’s no fign of any Confederates, to whom 
the Minifter can apply to augment his Forces, 
and to help maintain the War. At another ' 
Time, and in another Cafe, Spain might have 
depended upon French Troops. But now they 
are a&ually hinder’d from ferving beyond the 
Pyrenees , becaufe the Courts of Madrid and 
Paris and the two Kings, tho’ the one is an 
Uncle and the other his Nephew, have different 
tnterefts, and thofe of fuch Confequence, that 
they cannot be accommodated by any Expedi- 
ent whatfoever. ’Tis plain, that by the King 
o i France, I mean him who governs, and not 
him who is to govern, if God fpares his Life j 
and that I fpeak of the Interefts of the former, 
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-when I fay, they are not to be united with thofe 
of King Philip. 

For want of the French Allies, every Body 
thought that Cardinal Alberoni would have made 
Ufe of the Subje&s of his Royal Highnefs of 
Savoy King of Sicily, in whofe Name he might 
have lifted as many Italians and Frenchmen as he 
had pleas’d, thofe who fpoke either Language 
being the Duke’s Subjeds, The World thought 
the Cardinal had made himfelf fure of this Ally, 
and that the latter would have made War with 
l^m againft the Emperor, who had not yet 
own’d him for King of Sicily, and declin’d to 
make a Peace with him. But the Cardinal, af- 
ter having kept all Europe, and the Duke too in 
fufpence, declares againft hith, invades Sicily, 
and that was the Way he took to let him know 
his real Intentions. It was given out publickly, 
that the Cardinal thought to carry the King- 
dom of Naples , after he had made himfelf Maf- 
ter of the Ifland of Sardinia; and no Body 
dreamt that he would want, or make ufe of Si- 
cily, to facilitate that Conqueft. This was a 
Myftery which his Eminency treated of fecretly 
with his Sicilian Majefty, whom he endeavour’d 
to difpofe to yield his Ifland amicably to him, 
for certain Equivalents he promis’d him elfe- 
where ; but as the latter did not determine 
himfelf foon enough, it was thought fit to feizfe 
his Ifland, and to lay the Blame thereof upon 
his Delay. 

It was alfo faid, that there was a League 
form’d between feveral Princes to procure Allies 
for Cardinal Alberoni , who appear’d to be the 
Author, or at leaft the principal Promoter of 

the 
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the faid Confederacy. The Confederates were 
to appear, when they were leaft fufpe&ed, to 
make War in good earneft againft the Emperor, 
and drive the Germans out of Italy. At the fame 
time an Italian Book was publilh’d, whofe Au- 
thor feem’d to be the Trumpeter of this Alii-? 
ance ; for he ihews both the Princes and People 
of that Country, that they were always free ; 
with a View, as may be imagin’d, to excite 
them to reftore to their Country that Liberty, 
which, fays the Author, it had enjoy’d ever fince 
the Foundation of Rome. But why Ihould they 
take up Arms for this ? There is no Prince f>r 
State in Italy, who is at this Day more enflav’d 
and worfe treated by the Emperor of Germany, 
whom it has been the chief View to difpolfefs 
of the Provinces and Rights which he poffefles 
in that Country, than were the Italians under the 
Pagan Emperors, and thofe barbarous Nations, 
who moft unworthily trampled under Foot the 
Senate and Liberty of Italy, as all are convinc’d, 
Wha-have read antient Hiftory, notwithftanding 
any modern Treadles that may come out to per- 
fwade them of the contrary. The nice Italians, 
fays the Author, cannot bear the grofs Cuftoms of 
the Germans, and are refolvd, under the Aufpices 
of the Spaniards, to drive them Home. But are 
hot we in the Condition of the Mice, that con- 
fpir’d againft the Cat ? 

’Tisnot to be fuppos’d, that Cardinal Alberoni 
defign’d to make an Alliance with Hereticks a- 
gainft the Emperor. The Sfanijh Devotees de- 
claim’d fo much againft the Heretical Allies, who 
join’d King Charles the prefent Emperor in the 
laft War, that they furely would not tun into 
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the feme Fault ; yet ’tis now no Secret, that the 
Cardinal courted an Alliance much more dan- 
gerous to the Roman Religion, namely with the 
Sultan, and this by the means of Prince Ragotzki, 
to whom ’tis known that he fent a Minifter to 
refide with him on the Part of King Philip and 
of his Eminency, to inform the Porte how much 
the Emperor was taken up by the War declar’d 
againft him in Italy , and of the Advantages 
which the Grand Seignior might reap from that 
Diverfion by continuing the War in Hungary. 
Indeed the publick News-Papers mention’d cer- 
tain Proteftations which the Prince de Cellamare 
publiih’d in them, running down this Difcovery, 
as an Impofition upon Mankind ; but we have 
not heard, that he has prov’d the Fallhood of 
an Account, given in the Paris Journal, of the 
feid Envoy’s Voyage to, and happy Arrival ar, 
Adrianople, and of his Speech there to Prince 
Ragotzki. In the mean time this muft give an 
extraordinary Idea of the Minifter’s Conduft, 
the rather, becaufe the Peace which enfu’d be- 
tween the Emperor and the Ottoman Porte has 
remov’d all the Apprehenfions, which fuch a 
Correfpondence could occafion. 

So much for the Allies, whom ’tis known that 
Cardinal Alberoni actually had or might have 
courted to join in the War declar’d againft the 
Emperor. We fhali now fpeak of thofe whom 
he provok’d on this Occafion to declare againft 
himfelf and againft his Catholick Majefty. And 
in the firft Place of King George of Great Bri- 
tain. His Britannick Majefty, as is manifeft, 
having taken extraordinary Pains to confirm the 
Repole of Europe , and to compofe the Difference 
| that 
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that remain’d to be accommodated, with refpecSr 
' to the Succeffion of Spain , had brought things 
to the point of a total Accommodation, by dif- 
pofing the Emperor to renounce all his Preten- 
fions to the Kingdoms of Spain and the Indies , 
provided only that Sicily fhould be yielded up to 
his Imperial Majefty. France engag’d herfelf 
to procure it, and was enter’d into the Gua- 
ranty of the faid Agreement. Yet we have feen, 
it did not avail to get the Cardinal’s Confent to 
the faid Pacification ; but his Refulal at that 
time was imputed to the extraordinary Confi- 
dence he had repos’d in the numerous Forces 
which he had then on foot, and partly to an 
Averfion which Great Men commonly have a- 
gainft a publick Recanting their Prejudices, be- 
caufe it gives an occafion to condemn them for 
trufting to Foundations too weak to fupport 
them. 

Neverthelefs, if one may' Judge by his firft 
Settings out, it appears, that his Confidence was 
actually very ill founded ; for at the firft Tryal 
he made of his Forces, which he thought fo 
ftrong, his Fleet was in a mabner entirely defeated 
in Sicily. His Creatures, to diminiih the Eofs, 
and hinder the whole Truth of the Fad from 
being known in Spain, made a mighty Noife ia 
the publick News of the taking of Palermo and 
Mejjina , and of the Joy with which the Sicilians 
receiv’d, and came in Crowds to meet the Spa- 
niards. But as it was impoffible always to con- 
ceal the Truth, the Cardinal thought fit at length 
to caufe a Letter to be compofed in his own 
Name, and dire&ed to the Spanijh Embaffador 
at London , wherein the Englijh were mightily re- 
proach’d 
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proach’d for- having, without any Motive, Ne- 
celfity, or Pretext, abus’d the Chara&er which 
they had affum’d of Mediators, and attack’d a 
People who thought them Friends, and did not 
miftruft them. 

Card. Alheroni knowing how much it imported 
a prime Minifter to have a Secretary capable of 
giving a good Turn to the Declarations he was 
to publish, and remembring, that while his Emi- 
nency was at the Duke of Vendofms , he knew an 
ingenious Perfon, who was his Secretary, he had 
a Mind to take him to himfelf, and invited him 
to come to Spain , with a Bill of Exchange of 
10000 Livres, which he fent him to bear his 
Charges. The Secretary embrac’d the Propo- 
fal, forefeeing no doubt, that this Service would 
be very profitable to him, fince the firft Oilers 
were accompanied with fo liberal a Gratifica- 
tion. In the mean time, the Turn of the Let- 
ter (if it was pen’d by that able Secretary) did 
not feem to be altogether happy, no more than 
that of another Letter addrcfs’d in thp Name of 
the faid Cardinal to the Marquefs Beretti Landi , 
King Philip’s Embaflador to the States General, 
to oblige him to ufe his Diligence to divert them 
from entring into the Alliance form’d againft the 
Catholick King, or the Defigns of his Minifter; 
and. this, for Reafons which do not feem either 
in the one or the other to be artfully laid down. 
Be that as it will, with refpeft to the Letters, 
the firft was fmartly confuted by Mr. Craggs , 
the Britijh Secretary of State, in the Name of 
Kins George and the Britijh Nation. Indeed, 
the tecond has appear’d without Reply or Exa- 
mination, perhaps, becaufe it was fuppos’d there 

was 
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was no Danger of its making a great Imprfeffiort 
on the Minds of thofe to whom it was to be 
communicated. And in Ihort Things took their 
Courfe, and the States declar’d for the Quadru- 
ple Alliance, tho’ with fuch Refervatiohs as are 
reported elfewhere. 

Cardinal Alberoni feeing the Spaniards a little 
recover’d from their Abjedion of Mind, difco- 
Ver'd the fame Confidence as before in the Suc- 
cefs of his Defigns, prefling every Day with more 
Vigour than other the Continuation of the Mi- 
litary Preparations in Spain, and petfwading the 
Nation not only that the Lofs which they might 
have fuftain’d before Syracufa would be more 
than abundantly repair* d, but that they would 
have a Fleet two or three times more numerous 
than that which was fufpriz’d and male-treated 
by Admiral Bing. 

And indeed all the News from Spain was con- 
tinually about Lifting of Soldiers, Marching of 
Troops, Building of Ships in all the Ports of 
the. Kingdom, and Preparations of Convoys, all 
defign’d for Italy ; and huelga me Dios, where’s 
the Spaniard who was not rouz’d at this Noife, 
and who did not expedt Wonders from fuch a 
prodigious Armament ? The main Bufinefs, fome 
lay, and the greateft Difficulty is to fumifh this 
great and numerous Fleet with Hands capable 
of working it, there being but juft enough in 
Spain to equip the Galeons thdt foil to Ameriea ; 
fo that 'tis believ’d, the Cardinal will not find 
it fo eafy a Matter to get them as he imagines.* 
It does not appear, that he has Reafon- to ex- 
pedt that he lhall get many from England and 
Holland or even from France ■, tho’ fome are con- 
tinually 
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linually (hipping out. of all three Dominions, 
who are tempted to go to Spain, either to pleafe 
their Curiofity, or in Hopes of greater Profit 
than the Cardinal has promis’d them. But will this 
dumber be fuificient for his Occafions, and are 
there any other Ways to make up the full Com- 
plement ? The Kings of Denmark and Sweden 
are at War, and cannot (pare their Seamen. To 
form the Spaniard to Marine Affairs is Iranfport- 
ing them into unknown Countries, and to a State 
or Condition of Life which they reckon unwor- 
thy their Nobility ; -befides that, this could not 
be done in a few Days, nor even in Months, nor 
Years j for Perfons never heartily learn what they 
.don’t care either to know, or pra&ife. Then 
they mull wait the Ingenuity of Cardinal Albe- 
roni, and, as the Saying is, keep Life and Soul 
together j and if by Misfortune the Mcafures 
taken (hall be found too deficient, Pretences will 
not be wanting to lay the Blame upon others. 

’Tis certain therefore, that his Eminency did 
not think that the Declaration of the King and 
Parliament of Great Britain ought to terrify him, 
or oblige him to fufpend his Armament, or a- 
bandon his Defigns : He had alfo two Strings 
to his Bow at the fame time, viz., to ftrike a 
Stroke himfelf ; and to oblige the Englijh to be 
pn the JJefenfjve in their own Country, by rai- 
ling a War in their Bowels. Every one knows 
now,, that the late King of Sweden was very deep 
in this Proje§. His Miniflers arreffed, one in 
England, and the other in Holland, left no room 
to doubt on’r. It was not charg’d to the Court 
of Spain then, becaufe the Thing was fcarce well 
known. y$t ?hpfe, who law that the King of 

S Sweden 
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Sweden had no particular Interefl to induce him 
to arm againft England, nor the’neceflary means 
to carry .on an Oftenlive War, which it was faid 
he had undertaken meerly for eftabliflhng the 
Pretender uppn thp Throne of Grept Britain, when 
they found, that the Court of Spain declar’d alfo 
for the faid Pretender, did not fcruple from that 
time to place the Armament and Defigns of the 
King of Sweden to the Cardinal’s Account, and 
did not doubt but he furnifh’d the Charge of the 
Enterprise. The Arreft of thofe twp Minifters, 
after the Death of the King of Sweden, and the 
Profecution now carry’d on againlt them for the 
Employment of Sums of Money, which ’tis 
known they receiv’d and apply’d to their own 
Advantage, will without fail difcover the whole 
Myftery. 

. , The .Secret indeed does already feem more 
than fufjficiently explain’d by the publick Arrival 
. pf the Duke of Ormond in Spain, tho* the Car- 
dinal, when he order’d his Cathplick Majefty’s 
Minifter at the Hague to notify it to the States 
General, put another Colour upon his Arrival, 
as if it had been unforefeen and accidental. He 
. orders him to aflure thofe Gentlemen, ‘ That 
‘ the Duke having refided in'the l^eighbourhoqd 
‘ of Paris, from June to the End of October ; 
. ■ and the Earl of Stairs having made preffing 
f Inftances to the Regent to tolerate him nolon- 
. f ger in Prance, the Duke had refol'v’d to come 
. ‘to Spain, where the Ring, ‘ that he might not be 

* deficient in the Rutes of Hofpitality, (Which he ac- 
f cufes the Regent of France of having violated 

* pn this Opcafion, tho y a Friend and Ally of the 
f Pipg of England) caus’d him to flop forty 

‘ Leagues 
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* Le;^gups from Court. And this is the real 

* "truth of the Mutter , which the Embaftador has 

* Orders to impart to the States, to the end that 
‘ his Excqdeficy ntUy rtiake thebtfl life tint. 

It is not eafy to conceive what Ufe the States 
General, or the Embaflador, cpuld gather from 
this Advice ,* for fuppofirig, that the States 
fliould. ad without a View 1 to the. Advantages 
or Difadvahtages of his Britannick Majcfty, they 
Would. learn nothing that was* capable of' per- 
fwading them, that the' Court of Sbaiii would 
not favour either the Pretender, or the Duke 
. of 1 Ormond ’Tis own’d, that the Dukfe, after 
having made many Journeys to Italy, Sioeden and 
France, being obliged to depart the latter, retires 
to Spdiyi ; where it Was reckon’d a Piece of Me- 
rit to trdat him according to the Laws of'Hbf- 
pitality, which ddes at leaft mean that they cou- 
fider d him as a Friend, very far from giving anV 
Reafon to fufpect, that they have any Regard, 
or Confederation, for the Interefts of the Ring 
of Great Britain , whom that Lord was a declar’d 
Enemy to, and aim’d to dethrone. ’Tis true, 
that after Hoftilities began betwixt Great Britain 
and Spain, neither Side was obliged to have 
thofe Regards for One another; But what could 
this AdviCe ferve for, if the Court did not in- 
tend to value themfelveS upon it ? J 

The Duke of Orhiond did not fray long from 
Court i but was invited to Madrid, and'carefc’d 
there both by, the King and his Eminency ,* and 
this with fo nluch Ceremony, that he went foort 
after into Ireland or Scotldnd to revive the Zeal 
©f the Pretenders Partifans, who had bad fo ill 
S * Succofs 
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Succefs in their former Rebellion. This wa$ 
what the Cardinal threaten'd before there was 
any Declaration of War between the two King- 
doms ; viz,. That there were Ways to difturb 
King George in the Polfeffion of the Crown which 
he had upon his Head. Not that the Malcon- 
tents of England nave any particular Ffiendihtp, 
which binds them to King Philip and the Crown 
of Spain ; but being divided into two Parties, 
one of which feems to wifh they could lee King 
James II. upon the Throne of Great Britain, they 
only feek a Pretext to oppofe one another; and 
as the prefent Miniilry, who are all Whigs, op- 
pofe them both, the latter make ufe of the 
Name and Caufe of the Pretender , as the Realbn. 
♦ of their Difcontent, which they difeover upon* 
all Occaiions. But *tis a Queftion, whether 
the Whigs will be to eafily drawn in to difap- 
prove the War again# Spain, as the Tories were 
to put an End to the laft War in 1712, thereby 
leaving Europe in thole Difficulties, from whence 
(he might have then been extricated, and made 
. fure of a lafting Peace, confidering the means 
that were at that time in her own Hands. 

As we admire the Politicks of Cardinal Alte- 
ram, for refufine one while under One Pretext, 
and another while under another, all the PrOpo- 
fals of Accommodation which the Courts of 
Pdtis nod London made to him ; fo we were no 
} ldfs.furpriz’d, when we heard that the "Ground 
i of his.Iaid Refuial, was in hopes to fee Franie, 
r in particular (9 erabarafs'd at Home, that ihe 
. would, have neither Conveniency nor Time to 
nwddle; with, the Affairs 'of Spain . Indeed, it 
cannot be deny'd that ,’tis a Rule in' Politicks, 

which 
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Which cakes Place at this Day, to find Work at 
Home, for thofe who we ate not willing {houl4 
meddle in our Aflairs. 

But let the Fathers Confetfors decide, whether 
all Methods of plunging onr Neighbours ip 
Broils are juftifiable. In the mean time, every 
one muft think with Horror of thofe Method^ 
which cannot be put in pra&ice without a greac 
Effufion of Blood j and no wonder if all Feb- 
fons do not join in approving them. Cardinal 
Albemti being very well vers’d in this political 
Rule of Conduit* wheaJje& g w .’ d . t he gr eat Do- 
fign of recovering the Spawfb Monarchy, teat in 
pieces by the laft War, forelaw the Oppofition, 

> firft of the Emperor, as the Principal whom he 
muft oblige to eeftore what he had in his PofteP 
fion ; and then of the Crowns of Great BritaiUi 
France and the States General, who interefted 
themfelves in Favour of that Tranquility and 
peace which Europe had begun to enjoy. He 
did what he could, as has been faid elfewhere, 
to prolong that War which employ’d the Em- 
peror’s Forces on the Frontiers of Hungary. He 
undertook the Caufe of the Pretender, to oblige 
the Englijb to ftay at Home, to breed a Quarrel 
among themfelves, and to engage them in a 
Civil War. ’Tis very probable, that the Dutch 
giving him no Caufe of Apprehenfion, he did not 
trouble himfelf to raife Enemies againft them, 
being convinc’d, that for the fake of Commerce 
alone, they would be the laft to enter into all 
thfc Proje&s which the Confederates might form 
againft him ; and that there would be always 
an Opportunity to draw them oft' by Ofters 

more 
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more advantageous than they could poflibly e*» 
pe A from , the Continuation of the War. 

The main Difficulty was to find Pretences to 
divert the 'French from oppofing his Views. The 
prefent Situation of that Kingdom fumifh’d - him 
with, one to his Mind; and he had nothing to 
do but ra foment Bivifions .among them, to 
tender their Concert and Concurrence in a 
•foreign Warimpoffible; ;He had no Pretence, 
indeed, > to. exOite Broils againft the King of 
j Trance > but the Regent having unavoidably 
rais’d Maleton bents, by his favouring the Caufe 
;of the Princes of the Blood, againft the degiti- 
, mated Prirtcei ; and, on feme other Occafions, 
wherein he did not find the Intereft of the State 
-compatible with that of fome Communities or 
.particular. Men ; there, was, confequently, a Di- 
ivifion among, the People, which gave a Handle, 
ito thofe who were inclin’d to make ufe of it, in 
^embroiling bis Affairs. The Diffention which 
,is Hill amdng the Clergy, upon Aecpynt of the 
Pope’s late Bull or. Conftitution, the Sticklers for 
-Which complain, chat the Regent has not a due 
.Refpedt fori the Pope’s Authority, gave the Car- 
dinal another Motive to take Advantage of 
their. Bigotry, to fet them againft the Regent ; 
•and this was. the more dangerous and mis- 
chievous: to the. Regent, becaufe the Clergy of 
. the higheft Order feem’d to be generally in the 
- Pope’s Intereft.! 

The Pjao.of this Oppofition againft the Re- 
gent’s Defigns to maintain the Peace, .was ,a 
. Concert or. Conspiracy of all the Malecontents 
againft him; and the View of it was to deprive 
him of* the Regency, on pretence that he abused 

' ii? 
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it to the Ruin pf the Kingdom ; what was to 
have follow’d his being depos’d is not faid ;'tho* 
in the Letters 'intercepted from -the' Prince de 
CeUamare , there is fome mention of this Cir- 
cumftance ; and after what manner the Regency 
was to be form’d. There: is even the mention 
,of a Fire which 'was to be all over the Kingt 
dom, after the Mines Jbould be fprung to kindle it, 
which, certainly is frightful and horrible to think 
of. But this is no more than the natural Con- 
fequence of a Civil War, in which the Parties 
are jbiterly exafperated one again# another. 
And ’tis faid in one of thofe Letters, , that, the 
Divine Mercy may , in time, appeafe the prefent 
yealoufies and Difcmtents ; an Acknowledgment 
which truly does not help much to juftify thofe 
who rais’d them, or are engag’d in them. 

Neverthplefs it muft be own’d/, {hat fuppofing 
thofe Divifions were prior to the Defign of 
hindring the French from meddling with the Af- 
fairs of Spain, the fomenting thofe Difcontents 
parries nothing in it but what is to be found in 
the Rules and Maxims of worldly Policy. 
There was, befides, another Reafon to expeft 
that Matters would not proceed to Hoftilities ; 
and that, at leaft, the Regent would not em- 
ploy French Men again# Spain, it being incon- 
fiftent'with Prudence, to pxpofe them to the 
Temptatipn of deferring, or pf refufingto fight 
again# a Prince of the Blood Royal, fuch an 
one as they fhould always efteem King Philip, 
tho’ there be ever fo great a Mifunderftanding 
betwixt the two Natiphs. 

. Some other Sparks appear’d, which left no 
planner of room to doubt that they would 

a&uatty 
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a&aatty becak out into an open War ; and that 
the Inclinations of fome for a Peace were only 
feign’d. The fecret Pra&ices to excite Broils 
in the'Dominiohs of the Emperor and the moft 
Chriftian King continu’d, and Perfons were 
lately apprehended, both at Vienna and Paris, 
for holding Cotrefpondences dangerous to the 
publick Peace. But after all, ’tis to be hop'd 
that Peace and good Order will foon be re- 
establish'd every where; and that the World 
-will tafte the Fruits of it with as much Delight, 
as the uncertain State of Affairs hitherto has 
occasion'd Vexation and UneaSineSs. 


FINIS ; 
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